
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 

MASSACHUSETTS 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL 

831 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

617 349-6100 

BZA APPLICATION FORM 
Plan No: 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
BZA-017019-2018 

The undersigned hereby petitions the Board of Zoning Appeal for the following: 

Special Permit : v Variance : v Appeal: 

PETITIONER : Ingrid Kimberly Thoreson & Andrew Arthur Johnson C/0 Sarah Like Rhatigan , Es 

PETITIONER'S ADDRESS : 12 Marshall Street Boston , MA 02108 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 13 Decatur St Cambridge , MA 

TYPE OF OCCUPANCY : Single- family residential ZONING DISTRICT : Residence C Zone 

REASON FOR PETITION : 

Additions 

DESCRIPTION OF PETITIONER'S PROPOSAL : 

Replace existing bulkhead with new one - story entryway for access to the basement located 
within the side yard setback requiring variance from dimensional standards , and enlarge 
window openings and add new window on side walls of pre-existing nonconforming building 
within the side yard setback , requiring special permit relief . 

SECTIONS OF ZONING ORDINANCE CITED: 

Article 5 . 000 -------
Article 8 . 000 -------
Article 10 . 000 -------
Article 10 . 000 

Date: 

Section 5 . 31 . 1 (Table Dimensional Requirements) . 

Section 8 . 22 . 2 . C (Alteration to Non- Conforming Structure) . 

Section 10 . 30 (Variance) . 

Section 10 . 40 (Special Permit) . 

Original Signature(s) : 

Address: 

Tel. No.: 

(Petitioner(s) I Owner) 

Ytvtth !tl£ f<ttah frat< ) ~1~ 
(Print Name) 

1f.'!fjy{A.UJ W, /2-- Maf5ht< ((Sf.. 
'13(;~ ~ tt @ ct6 

E-Mail Address : 



BZA APPLICATION FORM - OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 

To be camp~eted ~ OWNER, signed before a not~ and returned to 
The Secret~ o£ tbe Board o£ Zoning Appeal.s. 

I/We __ ~·A_un~J~,~~~~----~J;~<~~~n~'~q~VJ~-.~~~--------------------------(OWNER) 

Address: I!> Oec<Atvr Sf-.7 (CAVVlL,,,· J)r J /1/\,4 

State that I/We own the property located at /3 Dec ~1..-.r ~f) ((?\""' br) J' , .M. If 
which is the subject of this zoning application. 

The record title of this property is in the name of !lvwJ. r ~ ,_,/ 
0\~rl ::r"'1 ,.. ·J /C,M ht"'l] T Lr.,.. e Ca V) 

*Pursuant to a deed of duly recorded in the date Ot/tr-/"'qgl ]-, Middlesex South 
~ I 

County Registry of Deeds at Book 6 '1 ~'if 7- , Page 3 ; or 

Middlesex Registry District of Land Court, Certificate No . __________________ _ 

Book ------------ Page 

~ritten evidence o£ Agent's standing to represent petitioner may be reque5ted. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, County of _,_!VJ;..u.l-"'d..:u.:d~/ue-..::se:..=....'l...:..._ ____________ __ 

The above-name --~Jt~n~J~r~~~~~~JG)~~h~n~S~O"YLe~------ personally appeared before me, 

of ~· 20~, and made oath that the above statement is true . this 

My commission expires Ac.tc;us i 
.;; 

c}Jut ~~otary 
().~ , ,')p?-;t... (Notary Seal). 

' 

• If ownership is not shown in recorded deed, e.g. if by court order, recent 
deed, or inheritance, please include documentation . 

(ATTACHMENT B - PAGE 3) 

Od-1 5 c{ 



BZA APPLICATION FORM - OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 

!'o be COli'.\Pleted by OWNER, si.gDed be£o:re a notazy and ret:UZ'Zled to 
!'.be Secret:ary of the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

I/We __ ~l~~jrf~id~t~·~m~be~"~'v~~~o~f~~s~o~o~-----n~~r------------------------------
0 (O'WNBR) 

Address: _..:.:=13~~-_.:..;...;.........;&;;;...t-r._u.t_...~..>_O:t.m.b _ __;;__ncttr--6-...~..'-m-A__;;_CJ=.Z:....:I3:....9.;_' ----------

State that I/We own the property located at 13 Deca.tu.r ~ITW, ~~ 1 ml\, 02t~4 

which is the subject of this zoning application. 

The record title of this property is in the name of ~~ ~~ Jo~s~ 
~ ln';\ricl ~·mw~ Tr\.Oft.~QY'\ 

*Pursuant to a deed of duly recorded in the date 03/r2./20Ft , Middlesex South 

County Registry of Deeds at Book tD'lCSZj , Page 3 ; or 

Middlesex Registry District of Land Court, Certificate No. __________________ _ 

Book ----------- Page -------------------

Arn'BO.RIZBD DIUS2'BB, OFFICER OR AGJ:Nr* 

ltJfrittea evideace o£ Agent's stanci:Lug to represeDt: petitiouer may be requested. 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, County of --~~~'~~dl~L~~~S~e~~~-------------

The above-name .\C\ MheV"l lj 1hOffS6Yl personally appeared before me, 

this lo of SU \~ , 20.i..B_, and made oath 

• If ownership is not shown in recorded deed, e.g. if by court order, recent 
deed, or inheritance, please include documentation. 

(Aft'ACIIHBN'l' 8 - PAGB 3) 



BZA APPLICATION FORM 

SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR A VARIANCE 

EACH OF THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS FOR A VARIANCE MUST BE ESTABLISHED AND SET FORTH IN 
COMPLETE DETAIL BY THE APPLICANT IN ACCORDANCE WITH MGL 40A, SECTION 10: 

A) A Literal enforcement of the 
substantial hardship, financial 
the following reasons: 

provisions of this 
or otherwise, to the 

Ordinance 
petitioner 

would involve a 
or appellant for 

Petitioner seeks to remove the existing bulkhead and replace with a one-story 
shed-style side entryway to access the basement of the building. Due to the 
existing interior location of stairs to the basement and narrow lot, the side 
entryway must be constructed within the side yard setback 4.6 feet from the 
right side of the lot. A literal enforcement of the ordinance would impose 
substantial hardship, both financial and otherwise, prohibiting them from making 
desirable improvements to the interior of the home, which include removal of a 
current "illegal" second apartment in the basement, and removal of unnecessary 
basement egress stairs at the front of the building that are reducing valuable 
living space at the front, first floor of the house. 

B) The hardship is owing to the following circumstances relating to the soil 
conditions, shape or topography of such land or structures and especially 
affecting such land or structures but not affecting generally the zoning district 
in which it is located for the following reasons: 

The hardships described herein are owing to the unique circumstances relating to 
the interior layout of the structure in terms of access to the basement via a 
bulkhead entry located within the side yard setback, the narrow sized lot, and 
the structure's location very close to the right side of the lot. These unique 
circumstances result in Petitioner requ1r1ng relief to make a very modest and 
necessary change to the basement access way on the right side of the structure. 

C) DESIRABLE RELIEF MAY BE GRANTED WITHOUT EITHER: 

~ Substantial detriment to the public good for the following reasons: 

The relief from Section 5.31 may be granted without any detriment to the 
public good, because it would be a very minimal change a new shed-style 
entryway at the side of the house, tucked behind the front section of the 
house, and nearly invisible to the public. 

There will be no impacts to the District in terms of street congestion or 
adequate parking on account of the relief requested herein. In allowing this 
zoning relief, the Board will allow for the Petitioners to proceed with plans 
to remove an "illegal" basement apartment, and improve the design for this 
single-family house, resulting in housing stock that will be suitable to 
residents with families. 

2) Relief may be granted without nullifying or substantially derogating from the 
intent or purpose of this Ordinance for the following reasons: 

Consistent with the stated intent and purpose of the ordinance, as detailed 
in Section 1. 30 of Article 1. 000 Preamble of the Zoning ordinance as well as 
M.G.L Ch. 40A Zoning Section 10 Variances, the proposed project will: allow 
owners to renovate and improve quality single-family housing within existing 
footprint on an undersized lot, for the benefit of the Petitioners, abutters, 
and successor owners; not result in use or activity not otherwise permitted 
in the ordinance; not result in negative impacts listed in the Section 1. 3 
regarding traffic, population density, blight and pollution. 

* If You have any questions as to whether you can establish all of the applicable legal 
requirements, you should consult with your own attorney. 



BZA APPLICATION FORM 

SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR A SPECIAL PERMIT 

Please describe in complete detail how you meet each of the following criteria 
referring to the property and proposed changes or uses which are requested in 

your application. Attach sheets with additional information for special permits 
which have additional criteria, e.g.; fast food permits, comprehensive permits, 
etc., which must be met. 

Granting the Special Permit requested for 13 Decatur St Cambridge, MA (location) 
would not be a detriment to the public interest because: 

A) Requirements of the Ordinance can or will be met for the following reasons: 

The proposed renovation includes enlarging attic windows on either side of the 
main portion of the house, as well as a new window above the doorway on the left 
side of the house. These window alterations will occur within the pre-existing 
nonconforming side setbacks, and are necessary to improve natural light and air 
ventilation on the attic level, and in the entry to the home, and require special 
permit relief in accordance with Section 8.22.l.d. The window improvements 
should have very limited impact on abutters due to the relatively minimal 
increased size of the window openings and locations of these windows offset from 
the neighbors' windows. 

B) Traffic generated or patterns of access or egress would not cause congestion 
hazard, or substantial change in established neighborhood character for the 
following reasons: 

C) 

D) 

Proposed renovation project will result in no additional traffic, change in 
traffic, or change in the established neighborhood character, but will vastly 
improve the conditions within the home. 

The 
the 

continued operation of 
Zoning Ordinance would 

or the development 
not be adversely 

proposed use for the following reasons: 

of adjacent uses 
affected by the 

as permitted 
nature of 

in 
the 

No change in use will occur as a result of the proposed remodeling of the house, 
and adjacent uses will not be adversely affected by the requested special permit 
relief. 

Nuisance or hazard would not 
and/or welfare of the occupant 
for the following reasons: 

be created to the detriment of the health, safety 
of the proposed use or the citizens of the City 

No nuisance or hazard will be created as a result of the proposed special permit 
relief, as the windows at the attic level exist currently and will only be 
modestly increased in size, and new window above left side entry will be in a 
location adjacent to the current parking area, with little impact on the 
neighbor. 

E) For other reasons, the proposed use would not impair the integrity of the 
district or adjoining district or otherwise derogate from the intent or purpose 
of this ordinance for the following reasons: 

The requested special permit relief can be granted without impairing the 
integrity of the District or adjoining district, because the window enlargement 
and new window will be in keeping with standard residential construction and 
consistent with neighborhood uses. 



BZA APPLICATION FORM 

DIMENSIONAL INFORMATION 

APPLICANT: Trilogy Law LLC PRESENT USE/OCCUPANCY : Single-family 

residential 

LOCATION: 13 Decatur St Cambridge, MA ZONE: Residence C Zone 

PHONE: 

TOTAL GROSS FLOOR AREA: 

LOT AREA: 

RATIO OF GROSS FLOOR AREA 
TO LOT AREA: 2 

LOT AREA FOR EACH DWELLING UNIT: 

SIZE OF LOT: WIDTH 

DEPTH 

SETBACKS IN FEET: FRONT 

REAR 

LEFT SIDE 

RIGHT SIDE 

SIZE OF BLDG.: HEIGHT 

LENGTH 

WIDTH 

RATIO OF USAB§E OPEN SPACE 

TO LOT AREA: 

NO. OF DWELLING UNITS: 

REQUESTED USE/OCCUPANCY : 

EXISTING 

CONDITIONS 

2365 sf 

4600 sf 

0.51 

4600 sf 

46 ft 

100 ft 

4.8 ft 

38.3 ft 

11.3 ft 

2.3/4/6 ft 

28.4 ft 

59.6 ft 

32.5 ft 

0.59 

1 

REQUESTED 

CONDITIONS 

2410 sf 

4600 sf 

0.52 

4600 sf 

46 ft 

100 ft 

4.8 ft 

38.3 ft 

11.3 ft 

2.3/4.6 ft 

28.4 ft 

59.6 ft 

32.5 ft 

0.59 

1 

Single-family residential 

ORDINANCE 

REQUIREMENTS 

2760 sf 

5000 sf 

0.60 

1800 sf 

50 ft 

10 ft 

20 ft 

7.5 ft/20 

7.5/20 

35 ft 

0.36 

1 

(max.) 

(min.) 

(max.) 

(min.) 

(min.) 

(min.) 

(min.) 

(min.) 

(min.) 

(max.) 

(min.) 

(max.) 

NO. OF PARKING SPACES: 2 2 1/2 (min. /max) 

NO. OF LOADING AREAS: 

DISTANCE TO NEAREST BLDG. 

ON SAME LOT: 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a n/a (min.) 

n/a n/a (min.) 

Describe where applicable, other occupancies on same lot, the size of adjacent buildings on same lot, 

and type of construction proposed, e.g.; wood frame, concrete, brick, steel, etc. 

No other occupancies or adjacent buildings exist on same lot. 
Proposed construction type is conventional and engineered wood frame construction. 

1. SEE CAMBRIDGE ZONING ORDINANCE ARTICLE 5.000, SECTION 5.30 (DISTRICT OF DIMENSIONAL 

REGULATIONS). 

2. TOTAL GROSS FLOOR AREA (INCLUDING BASEMENT 7 1 -0" IN HEIGHT AND ATTIC AREAS GREATER THAN 5 1
) 

DIVIDED BY LOT AREA. 

3. OPEN SPACE SHALL NOT INCLUDE PARKING AREAS, WALKWAYS OR DRIVEWAYS AND SHALL HAVE A MINIMUM 

DIMENSION OF 15'. 



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 

MASSACHUSETTS 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL 

831 MASSACHUSETTS AV~lJE 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 0213'9J I H SEP I 8 AM II: 33 

617 349-6100 

BZA APPLICATION FORM 

OFFICE Or TilE CITY CLERV 
CAt-lBP.IOGE.l1ASSACHUSErTS 

Plan No: BZA-017019-2018 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

The undersigned hereby petitions the Board of Zoning Appeal for the following: 

Special Permit : V Variance : V Appeal : 

PETITIONER : Ingrid Kimberly Thoreson & Andrew Arthur Johnson C/0 Sarah Like Rhatigan , Es 

PETITIONER'S ADDRESS : 12 Marshall Street Boston , MA 02108 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY : 13 Decatur St Cambridge , MA 

TYPE OF OCCUPANCY : Single- family residential ZON ING DISTRICT : Residence C Zone 

REASON FOR PETITION : 

Additions 

DESCRIPTION OF PETITIONER'S PROPOSAL : 

Replace e xisting bulkhead with new one -sto~y entryway for access to the basement located 
within the side yard se tback ~equi ring variance from dimensional standards , and e nlarge 
wi ndow open ing s and add ne w window on side walls of ore - existing nonconforming building 
within the side yard setback , requ iring s peci al permit relief . 

SECTIONS OF ZONING ORDINANCE CITED : 

Article 5 . 000 -------
Article 8 . 000 

-------
Article 10 . 000 -------
Article 10 . 000 - ------

Date: 

Section 5 . 31 . 1 {Table Dimensional Requirements ) . 

Sect ion 8 . 22 . 2 . C (Al teration to Non- Conforming Structure) . 

Section 10 . 30 (Variance) . 

Section 10 . 40 (Special Pe rmit) . 

Original Signature(s) : 

Address: 

Tel. No. : 

E-Mail Address : 



City of Cambridge 

City of Cambridge 
Massachusetts 

1" =302ft 
All data is provided for graphic representation only. The City 
of Cambridge expressly disclaims all warranties of any type, 
expressed or implied, including, but not limited to. any 
warranty as to the accuracy of the data. merchantability, or 
fitness for a particular purpose. 

www.cambridgema.gov/gis 

0 Bui lding Footprints 

Paved Surfaces 

0 Paved Roads 

0 Bridges 

0 Unpaved Roads 

0 Unpaved Par1<ing 

Sidewalks 

Oriveways 

Alleys 

Other Paved Surface 

0 Public Footpath 

September 13, 2018 
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AVERAGE BUILDING HEIGHT: 25' 
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... ..... REQUIRED ~ ~-.... ... . ... 

... ......._ ..... ............. SETBACK' 11.5' AVERAGE BUILDING .... _ _..._ ... .... ... 
,......_ . _/ ' ___ ,__ 
--~ SETBACK,2.2 -- . ........ _.., --...._, -,_ 

STACK 
+ co. 

13 Decatur street Renovation 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

EXISTING CONDITION 07/ 02/ 2018 



AVERAGE BUILDING HEIGHT: 25' 
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--... ...... 
--------

STACK 
_ __. + co. 

................... _ .... ~~ ~-...... 
-.... ... 4.>· REQUIRED , ~ - .......... .... ... -~ ......... -._ <SETBACK: U.S VERAGEBUILDING -. ... ..... ... .... _ -~.... A ' -~ .... • ' · -.../SETBACK: 12.2 · - -

13 Decatur street Renovation 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

--.... 
-----...... --

PROPOSED BASEMENT ACCESS 01/ 02/ 2018 
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1.) SUBSURFACE UTILITIES 
WERE NOT RESEARCHED OR 
SHOWN HEREON. 

2.) A TITLE EXAMINATION WHICH 
WOULD DISCLOSE MATTERS OF 
RECORD WAS NOT PROVIDED. 
THEREFORE EASEMENTS OF 
RECORD MAY NOT BE SHOWN. 

3.) THIS PLAN WAS PREPARED 
FROM AN INSTRUMENT SURVEY 

N/F 

28-30 LOPEZ STREET 
CONDOMINIUM 

S32'51 'OO"E 

~- WDFE 46.00' 
;.;.-· 

"·~o~""~y'""""'y k ;rf'':;.:t§r"' ~ -
CONCRETE WALK 

--------------~==================~ 
REFERENCES: 
L LANDING 
TBR 
VGC 
WDFE 

TO BE REMOVED 
VERTICAL GRANITE CURB 
WOOD FENCE 

REFERENCES: 
DEED BK 69587 PG 3 
L.C. 25569A 

RECORD OWNER: 
ANDREW A. JOHNSON & 
INGRID K. THORESON 
13 DECATUR STREET 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

0 5 10 -- 20 

SCALE: 1'' = 10 FT. 

VGC 

DECATUR STREET 

40 

(PUBLIC - 40 FT. WIDE) 

PLOT PLAN 
IN 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 
AT 13 DECATUR STREET 

PREPARED FOR 

ANDREW JOHNSON 
BY 

SUMMIT SURVEYING INC. 
4 SOUTH POND STREET, NEWBURYPORT, MA 01950 

TEL. 978-692-7109 WWW.SUMMITSURVEYINGINC.COM 
JULY 6, 2018 18-0129 



CD PERSPECTIVE VIEW 
N.T.S. 

13 DECATUR STREET RENOVATION. 
13 DECATUR ST, CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

PREPARED FOR KIM THORESON &ANDREW JOHNSON. ~olton: :,~o rost?fl~ Wt•T. 071> I 
p,:Mrlooco: 4to HOf!isAI'e '304, Dl>i(t; 

STACK 
+ co. 

1/~:U~·l.?"-"-"'!K 
1w,w~todocwm 

PROJECTIJU!~BER: 

ISSUEDAH· 

ORAWMBY: 

APPROVED BY: 

SCJ>LE: 

REV# DATE 

17030 

06/24/2018 

I·ID/CT 

CT 

NTS 

DESCRIPTIO I~ 

DRAWING LIST 

AO.O COVER 
A 0.1 WALL TYPES- ABREVIATIONS 
A 0.2 GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 
A0.3 PLOT PLAN- PROJECT DATA 
A 1.0 DEMOLITION BASEMENT 
A 1.1 DEMOLITION LEVEL 1 
A 1.2 DEMOLITION ELEVATIONS 
A 1.3 DEMOLITION ELEVATIONS 
A 1.4 DEMOLITION ELEVATIONS 
A 2.0 FLOOR PLAN- BASEMENT 
A 2.1 FLOOR PLAN - LEVEL 1 
A3.1 ELEVATIONS 
A3.2 ELEVATIONS 
A 3.3 ELEVATIONS 
A 4.1 PARTIAL SECTIONS 
A 5.1 DETAILS 
A 6.0 INTERIOR ELEVATIONS 
A 7.0 RCP BASEMENT 
A 7.1 RCP LEVEL 1 
A 8.0 SCHEDULES 
A 8.1 SCHEDULES 

PERMIT SET 

COVER 

A 0.0 



G) LOCUS MAP 
N.T.S 

@ AERIAL VIEW 
N.T.S 

PROJECT DATA 

GROSS AREA: 

LEVEL 1 = 1,185GSF 

LEVEL 2 = 1,225 GSF 

TOTAL= 2,410 gsf EXISTING= 2,365 gsf 

USE GROUP: R-3 (SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING) 

ZONING REVIEW 

LOT SIZE 

F.A.R. ( 0.6) 

BUILDING HEIGHT 

OPEN SPACE ( 36%min.) 

SIDE SETBACK ( H+L) n 
(building under 40' high) 

!logPnrk 

ALLOWABLE EXISTING 

5,000 sf 4,600 sf 

2,760 gsf 2,365 gsf 

35' 28.4' 

1,656 sf min. 2,734 sf 

7.5'min, North West side: 11.3' 
Soulh East side: 2.3' 

13 DECATUR STREET RENOVATION 
13 DECATUR ST, CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

PREPARED FOR KIM THORESON &ANDREW JOHNSON. 

PROPOSED 

NO CHANGE 

2,410 gsf 

NO CHANGE 

2,714 sf 

NO CHANGE 

NO CHANGE 

STACK 
+ co. 

NOTES: 
1.) SUBSURFACE IJTIUT[ES 
WERE NOT RESEARCHED OR 
SHOWN HEREON. 

2.) A TITLE EXAMINATION WHICH 
WOULD DISCLOSE MATTERS OF 
RECORD WAS NOT PROVH>ED. 
THEREFORE EASEMENTS OF 
RECORD MAY NOT BE SHOWN 

3.) THIS PLliN WAS PREPARED 
FROM AN INSTRUMENT SURVEY 
PERfORMED IN MAY AND JULY 
2018. 

REFERENCES: 
l lANDING 
TBR TO BE REMOVEO 
VGC VERTICAL GRANITE CURB 
WOFE WOOD ffNCE 

REFERENCES; 
DEED BK 6!15&7 PG3 
l.C.25569A 

RECORD OWNER: 
ANDREW A- JOHNSON & 
tiGR!DK. THORESON 
13 DECATUR STREET 
CAMBRIDGE. MA ()2139 

0 10 20 

SCALE: I" = 10 FT. 

®PLOT PLAN 
1" -10' 

N/F 

28-30 LOPEZ STREET 
CONDOMINIUM 

,- I'IDFE 46.00' 

AREA= 
4,600±S.F. 

46.0 

COI-ICRCTL I'!N I< 

PROPOSED 
BUUCHEAO 

-t-.6' 
EXISTING & 
PROPOSED 

.3' 

DECATUR STREET 
(PUBLIC ~ 40 FT. WlDE) 

PLOT PLAN 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 
AT 130ECATURSTREET 

PRI:PAREDFOR 

ANDREW JOHNSON 

40 " SUMMIT SURVEYING INC. 
4 SOUTH POND STREET, NEWOURYPORT, MA 0195(,1 

TEL 91s.ll92-1100 WWW.SUMMfTSURVEYINGINC.COM 
JULY 6, 2016 16-<1129 

PROJECT IJUI~BER: 17030 
PERMIT SET 

ISSUE DATE: 06/24/2018 

ORA\WIBY: MD/CT PLOT PLAN 
APPROVED BY: CT 

SOU: 1/4'""1'-0" 

REVR DATE DESCRIPliON A 0.4 



GENERAL NOTES: 
DEMOLITION KEY: 

'' 

l DEMOLISH EXISTING WALL, INCLUDING FRAMING --
IN ALL INTERIOR AND EXTE!<IOf~ AREAS; DEMO 
CONTRACTOR TO BE RESPONSIBLE TO PI~OTECT ALL ' DEMOLISH EXISTII~G DOOR+ fRAME 

lCJ EXISTING TO HEMAIN. '- -
0 CJ 3 DEMOLISH WINDOW 

MAKE SAFE ALL ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING AND GAS. 
--.: 4 DEMOLISH EXISTING STAIRCASE 

SWEEP AND CLEAN ALL AREAS AFTER DEMOLITION. -
5 DEMOLISH WATER HEATER v UP 0[ ALL DEMO MAY BE EXECUTED IN DIFFEREIH STAGES !I~ 

' COORDINATION WITH CONSTRUCTION. 
5 DEMOLISH EXISTING WOOD FLOORING 

7 
REMOVE AND STORE DOOR TO BE REINSTALLED LATER WITH 
OPPOSITE ?WING {SEE ARCHITECTURAL). 

8 REMOVE KITCHEN STOVE TO OWNER STORAGE. -

rr 
.., 

//~-----,,\ 
~ 

: WATER i----0 7 

~·<=~~:/ 5 cp n ,: 
r ..J 

[!] 
@ @ -.1 Lc ' ' , ~ 

~ ~- @ @ ' ' 
j ... 

---'--r----,-----r----,-----r----,-
~ 

J 

0 

I \J I Iff~ 
'"'#'' ' ~--+-·-+· +- ·+··4>·· up 

l_\U:tLlV l 

UP 
,_I 
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~~ r- L o-41!!1! ::n: 

~~ 

~ 
I 

I 

CD BASEMENT- DEMOLITION FLOOR PLAN 
1/2" -1'-0" 

/Z) 
PROjfCTrJUMBtR 17030 

PERMIT SET 
ISSUE DATE: 06/24/2018 

13 DECATUR STREET RENOVATION. ~,STACK 
DRA\\'fl BY• hlD/CT EXISTING CONDITIONS 
APPROVED B\': CT BASEMENT LEVEL 

+ co. SOlE: l/2"-1"-0" 

13 DECATUR ST, CAMBRIDGE, MA02139 REV# DATE DESCRIPTIO]~ A 1.0 
PREPAREDFOR KIM THORESON &ANDREW JOHNSON. Bo>\on:555 <»l1r.d 5""":, o2127 1/C : ~OQ 20:>~~~~ 

l'ro-.i<ler><eo4<QIIarr;sA•~#O<>!.OlOO'! '''W-'"'Vac_com 



GENERAL NOTES: 

IN ALL INTERIOR AND 
CONTRACTor~ TO BE 
EXISTING TO REMAIN 

EXTERIOR Af<EAS; DEMO 
RESPONSIBLE TO P!<OTECT ALL 

TR!CAL, PLUMBING AND GAS. MAKE SAFE ALL ELEC 

SWEEP AI~D CLEAN A LLAREAS AFTER DEMOLITION. 

ALL DEMO MAY BE EX 
COORDINATION WIT 

ECUTED IN DIFFERENT STAGES IN 
H CONSTRUCTION. 

\__..-
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@@ 
@@ "'' -

~ 

: 

' 

G) GROUND LEVEL- DEMOLITION FLOOR PLAN 
1/2" -1'-0" 

,-, 

DEMOLITION KEY: 

1 DEMOLISH EXIS"I lNG WALL, INCLUDING FRAMING 

2 DEMOLISH EXISTING DOOR+ FRAME 

0 ~. 

3 DEMOt.ISH STAIRCASE TO BASEMENT 

4 DEI~OUSH EXTERIOR STAIR 

5 DEMOLiSH SHELVING 
·--·-

6 REMOVE BULK HEAD DOOR TO BASEMENT 
~ 

7 DEMOLISH INTERIOR WALL FOR NEW APERTURE {SEE ARCHITECTURAL). 
--·-

8 DEMOLISH COUNTERTOP AND SINK 
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DEMOLITION KEY: 
GENERAL NOTES: ---

1 REMOVE BULK HEAD DOOR TO BASEMENT 
IN ALL IN'fi:RIORAND EXTERIOR AREAS; DEMO 

2 REMOVE FRONT ENTRY STEPS AND GUARDRAIL CONTRACTOR TO BE RESPONSIBLE TO PROTECT ALL 
EXISTING TO REMAIN. 

3 DEMOLISH EXISTING EXTERIOR SIDING, SHEATHING TO REMAIN 
···---- MAKE SAFE ALL ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING AND GAS. 

4 DEMOLISH EXISTING WINDOW 
SWEEP AND CLEAN ALL AREAS AFTER DEMOLITION. 

~p~~i---- ---------- --- 5 DEMOLISH LOWER END OF EXTERIOR ARCHITECTURAL FINN TO CLEAR ROOF 
ALL DEMO MAY BE EXECUTED IN DIFFERENT STAGES IN OF NEW BASEMENT ENTRANCE (SEE ARCHITECTURAL). 
COORDINATION WITH CONSTRUCTION. 
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GENEI?AL NOTES: 

IN ALL INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR AREAS; DEMO 
CONTRACTOI~ TO BE RESPONSIBLE TO PROTECT ALL 
EXISTING TO REMAII~. 

MAI<E SAFE ALL ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING AND GAS. 

SWEEP AND CLEAN All AREAS AFTER DEMOLITION. 

ALL DEMO MAY BE EXECUTED IN DIFFERENT STAGES IN 
COORDINATION WITH CONSTRUCTIOI~. 
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DEMOLITION KEY: 

1 DEMOLISH WINDOW 
-

2 REMOVE I'RONT ENTRY ST[PS AND GUARDRAIL 

3 DEMOLISII EXISTING EXTERIOR SIDING, SHEATHING TO REMAIN 

4 DEMOLISH DOOR AND FRAME. 
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GENERAL NOTES: 

II~ ALL INTERIOR AND EXTEHIOR AREAS; DEl-iO 
CONTRACTOR TO BE RESPONSIBLE TO PROTECT ALL 
EXISTING TO REMAIN. 

MAI<E SAFE ALL ELECmiCAL, PLUMBING AND GAS. 

SWEEP AND CLEAN ALL AREAS AFTER DEMOLITION. 

ALL DEMO MAY BE EXECUTED !N DIFFEREIH STAGES IN 
COORDINATION WITH CONSTRUCTION. 
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116 LEXINGTON RD 

LINCOLN, MA 01773 

94-38 

VELEZ, ANGEL 

15 VALENTINE ST., #9 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-38 

IBRAHIM, JEMIL M. & SIIDI M . IEHDEGO 
15 VALENTINE ST. UNIT#6 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

RILOGY LAW LLC 

0 SARAH IKE RHATIGAN, ESQ. 

2 MARSHALL STREET 

OSTON, MA 02108 

94-52 

APTER, ETHAN & KELLEN ANDRILENAS 

22 LOPEZ ST., #1 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-25 

SMITH, ELIZABETH F., 

TR. THE ELIZABETH F. SMITH REV TRUST 

22 DECATUR ST., #22/2 

CAM BRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-38 

RUSSO, DEBORAH S. 

15 VALENTINE ST. UNIT #1 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-38 

ELLNER, ANDREW & CHRISTINE PACE 

15 VALENTINE ST., #2 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-38 

BAU, BENJAMIN D. & ERIOLA KRUJA 

14 DECATUR ST 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-38 

SHI, XUEQIN & HAIJING DENG 

15 VALENTINE ST., #15 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-38 

GREGORIAN, RAZMIC 

15 VALENTINE ST., #11 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-38 

ELLISON, PETER T. & PRISCILLA L. ELLISON 

15 VALENTINE ST. UNIT#8 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-38 

CHENG, DEBBIE M. & PARTH PATWARI 

15 VALENTINE ST., #5 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 



94-177 
NARASIMHAM, UDAY 
10-12 LOPEZ ST., #10 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-137 
GROSZMANN, DANIEL E. & DEBORAH B. KULICK 
TRS THE 17 DECATUR ST NOM TR 
236CROSSST 
BELMONT, MA 02478 

94-144 
MADDEN, THOMAS M. 
21 DECATUR ST., #3 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-161 
30 LOPEZ LLC, 
C/0 ZENG, BO & WENDA TIAN 
28-30 LOPEZ ST. UNIT 4 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-61 
9 DECATUR ST, LLC 
48 CENTRAL ST 
SOMERVILLE, MA 02143 

94-50 
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
C/0 NANCY GLOWA 
CITY SOLICITOR 

/3 
94-177 
CHANEY, BENNm SMITH 
10-12 LOPEZ ST., #12A 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-137 
GROSZMANN, YVmE S. 
19 DECATUR STREET 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-144 
KHABBAZAN, MONA 
21 DECATUR ST., #2 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-161 
30 LOPEZ LLC, 
C/0 DOU, HSIANG-TAI & YUJI LIAO 
28-30 LOPEZ ST. UNIT 3 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-50 
CAMBRIDGE CITY OF RECREATION DEPT 
51 INMAN ST 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-1n 
QURESHI, MUHAMMAD MU 
DDASIR, MUHAMMAD MURTAZA & 
MUHAMMAD MUSTAFA 
1490 TRAPELO RD 
WALTHAM, MA 02451 

94-144 
CHOI, ELLEN 
21 DECATUR ST., #1 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-161 
30 LOPEZ LLC, 
C/0 ROBERTSON, KELLY A. 
28-30 LOPEZ ST. UNIT 1 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-161 
30 LOPEZ LLC, 
C/0 FANG, ZHIQIANG & Ll XIONG 
28-30 LOPEZ ST. UNIT 2 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

94-50 
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
C/0. LOUIS DEPASQUALE 
CITY MANAGER 
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Telephone: 617 349 4683   TTY: 617 349 6112 

E-mail: histcomm@cambridgema.gov   URL: http://www.cambridgema.gov/Historic 
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William G. Barry, Jr., Robert G. Crocker, Joseph V. Ferrara, Chandra Harrington, Jo M. Solet, Members 

Gavin W. Kleespies, Paula A. Paris, Kyle Sheffield, Alternates 

 

Jurisdiction Advice 

 

To the Owner of Property at   13 Decatur Street    

 

The above-referenced property is subject to the jurisdiction of the Cambridge Historical Commission (CHC) by 

reason of the status referenced below: 

 

__ Old Cambridge Historic District  
__ Fort Washington Historic District  

    (M.G.L. Ch. 40C, City Code §2.78.050) 

__ Avon Hill Neighborhood Conservation District  

__ Half Crown – Marsh Neighborhood Conservation District  
__ Harvard Square Conservation District  
__ Mid Cambridge Neighborhood Conservation District  

__ Designated Landmark 

__ Property is being studied for designation: ________________________ 

    (City Code, Ch. 2.78., Article III, and various City Council Orders) 

__ Preservation Restriction or Easement (as recorded) 

_X_ Structure is fifty years or more old and therefore subject to CHC review of any application 

for a demolition permit, if one is required by ISD. (City Code, Ch. 2.78, Article II).  See 

the back of this page for definition of demolition. 

No demolition permit application anticipated. 

__ No jurisdiction: not a designated historic property and the structure is less than fifty years 

old.  

__ No local jurisdiction, but the property is listed on the National Register of Historic Places; 

CHC staff is available for consultation, upon request.  

 Staff comments:        

 

The Board of Zoning Appeal advises applicants to complete Historical Commission or Neighborhood 

Conservation District Commission reviews before appearing before the Board.  

 

If a line indicating possible jurisdiction is checked, the owner needs to consult with the staff of the 

Historical Commission to determine whether a hearing will be required.   

 

CHC staff initials  SLB     Date  September 27, 2018  

   

Received by  Uploaded to Energov   Date  September 27, 2018  

Relationship to project     BZA 17019-2018  

 

cc: Applicant  

 Inspectional Services Commissioner 



Demolition Delay Ordinance and Application Information 
 

The Demolition Delay Ordinance (Chapter 2.78, Article II of the Cambridge Municipal Code) was adopted by 

the City Council in 1979 to afford public review of demolition permit applications for potentially significant 

buildings. When the Historical Commission determines that a building is significant and should be preserved, 

demolition will be delayed for up to six months so that solutions can be sought to preserve the building 

indefinitely. The Ordinance covers all buildings over 50 years old, city-wide.  The Historical Commission 

archives provide dates of construction for all properties in the City.  

 

Demolition is defined in the ordinance as "the act of pulling down, destroying, removing or razing a building or 

commencing the work of total or substantial destruction with the intent of completing the same."   The 

Inspectional Services Commissioner has provided further guidelines to outline what actions require a demolition 

permit.  In addition to complete demolition of a building, the following actions may require a demolition 

permit,  

 

• removal of a roof, 

• removal of one side of a building,  

• gutting of a building's interior to the point where exterior features (windows, etc.) are impacted, 

and  

• removal of more than 25% of a structure.  

 

Please contact the building inspector or a staff member of the Historical Commission if you have questions 

about whether a demolition permit is required for a particular project. 

 

Demolition permit applications can be obtained from the Inspectional Services Department. The completed 

application should be submitted to the Historical Commission, where the staff will review the application. If the 

Executive Director of the Historical Commission makes an initial determination that the building is significant, a 

public hearing will be scheduled with Historical Commission. If the staff makes an initial determination that the 

building is not significant, the application is released for further review by the Building Commissioner. 

 

More information about the demolition permit application procedures is available on the Historical 

Commission's web site or by calling or dropping by the Historical Commission office. 

 

July 2003 

 

Cambridge Historical Commission 

831 Massachusetts Ave., 2nd Fl. 

Cambridge, MA 02139 

Ph: 617/349-4683 or TTY: 617/349-6112 

http://www.cambridgema.gov/Historic 
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