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BZA APPLICATION FORM 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

( 

2019 MAR 28 PM 3: 18 
The undersigned hereby petitions the Board of Zoninq Ap~a[f i~B~tRe~ ~+~~e~R 

AR'BRIDGE. t-tASSACHUSETi s 
Appeal: Special Permit : 

I 
Variance : 

TYPE OF OCCUPANCY: 

REASON FOR PETITION: 

____,__A.:___ Additions ___ Nevi St:ruct:.Jre 

___ Change in Use/Occupancy Parking 

___ Convers ion to Addi ' l Dv1elling Unit's ___ S i gn 

Dorme r ___ Sui::>divi sion 

___ Other: 

DESCRIPTION OF PETITIONER'S PROPOSAL : 

'I (II~, I . II( ~ f'l{lt)\~ 

(' \ALl-.. iH·· f \, \ 

e-,n)l... 't r t; - lZE'U~ '!)..:.\-{ (A) 1\'tfJvJ U!f 1? fJvtl'Wfv\ 

SECTIONS OF ZONING ORDINANCE CITED: 

Art~cle --=-b~-

Ar tic l e 8 Section8, U • zL-

Artic~e ____ Section -----------------------------------------------

Applicants f or a Variance must complete Pages 1-5 
Applicants for a Special Permit must complete ?ages 1-4 and 6 
Applicants for a n Appeal to the BZA of a Zoning de t ermination by the 
Inspectional Se~vices Department m~st attach a stat ement co~cerning the r easons 
for the ~ppeal ~ 

Original Siqnature(s ) : 

Address: 

Tel. No.: 

(Petitioner (s) /owner) 

T ;0\, ~""-: E. l~ l.N e. ll 
(Pnnt Name) 

'So 5 he. q ~~ 

~ Mb..-:-<t't?)e- MA O~l ~i) 

<;; \ I - 4 Co - I 5""'2- 3 l ~ E-Ndil Address ' ~ <' M ·· e . ~-cu-e_\.\ Q :)""'~ ,' \. "-<> M 

Date: __}__ -\-'5 /_\ -~ _ _ 
(ATTACf~NT B - PAGE 2 ) 
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BZA APPLICATION FORM - OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 

To be completed by OWNER, signed before a notary and returned to 
The Secretary of the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

I/~·le _ _ .J_:,AJ_ ""_I_IIE.. _ _ ¢.!...,__F_R.I_'M __ t-\!....:...=O_Y-I_e_ l.l.--..== -.--------------
(OWNERJ 

Address : '2-B-'30 51-t&A )<'D~ 

State that I/We mm the property located at ~6-30 SHEA flO.,AO 

,,,.hich is the subject of this zoning app2.ication . 

The record title of this property is in the name of .j~ 1e r;svtt \-tOW Ei..L-. 

*Pursuant to a deed o: du.i.y 1ecorded in the date ,fib j.Zf}.fo , Middlesex South 

Cc1unt.y Regi stry of Deeds at Book G't-442.. , Page 14~ ; or 

Middlesex Regi stry District of Land Court , Certificate No . ___________ _ 

Book ______ _ Page 

SIGNATURE BY LAND OWNER OR 
AUTHORIZED TRUSTEE, OFFICER OR AGENT* 

*Written e vidence of Agent 's s tanding to r epresent petitioner may be request e d . 

Commom1eal th of 

The above-name 

t his I S6- 0 f -#-/vru-'-" true . 

My commission e xpires 

• If ownership is not sh wn i n recorded deed, e . g . if by court o r der, recent 
deed , or inheritance , please !nc lude documentation. 
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BZA APPLICATION F'ORI'o!l --- -
SUI?l?ORTING ST1~Tii:MENT FOR A VARIANCE 

EACH OF THE FOL.LO'ft'ING REQrJI!fBMiml'$ FOR A VARIANCE UUST BE £STABLIS.&ED AJlD SET FORTH IN 
CO!<!PLE'l'Z DETAIL BY Tim APPLICANT IN ACCORDANC8 niTH MGL 40A, SECTION 10: 

A) A Literal e~force~ent of the p=cvisio~s of this Crdina~ce would involve a 
substantial hardship , fi1~a"cial or othen~ise, t:o the petition-::r or 
appel:.ant for the fcllo'-IJing r~asons: 

Currently the house has a back porch on Uie first and seco--n.....,d-;:floo:r that is -16'-0" wide.but with onl)• just 

over four feet of useable depth (4'- 5 W minus railing). For the first floor this is quite adequate since the 
ground level is easily accessible, but for the; second level that depth is totally inadequate for a dining table 
or a conversation area This makes the second floor porch almost unusable. The addition of an uncovered 
decJ<. extension o£ 2' -6" would be able to accommodate these functions and make the deck a pleasant 
place to use. Since the first floor is not to be enlarged, the only F AH. increase wiJJ be the covering of the 

__ ~~airs off of the first floor porch (2'--6" x 4' -0"= 10 sq. ft.). 

B) The hardsh:.p is O\ling to the fcllo~ling -:!ircumsta.nces rela-;:ing to thE! soil 
conditions, shape or topog~aphy of such land or structures and especially 
a~fecting such lanci or s~ructu~es b~t not affecting generally the zoning 
district in whic~ i t is locateci fo~ the fol~owing rearsons: 

The hardship is due to the original construction of the structure which did not allow for a usable depth to 

the secoud floor porch. It should be noted l:hat although most triple-deckers have pordl€s that are not as 
·wide as on this house, they are usually 6' ..()" or more in depth, which malces the space f·unctional . 

C) DESIRABLE RELIEF MAY BE GR.T.l.NTED WITHOUT EITJiER: 

1) Substantia2. det1.:i:nent to the pubJ_ic good fo.r the follmving reasons : 

-------
There is no proposed increa<>e in occupancy, no proposed increa~c in p~rrking ~r vehicular use nnd there 
is no significant increase of shadows on neighbors. 

2) Re:.ief may be granted without r:uJ..:...ify:..n g or su:Os t ant i a .:.. J.y cierogat :.r.g 
from the ir.ten:. or purpose of t!-_is Ordinance for the follo\oling 

- --- ·- ------=-r-=e-=a-Fs..::.o..:...n..:.s..:.: _______ _ 

The requested variance does not significant I y increase the FAR and it does not change the cl;;~acter of the ·
neighborhood at all. 

* If You have any ~estions as to whether you can establi.sh all of the 
applicable leqal requirements 1 you should consult with your Olm 

attorney . 

(ATTACHMENT B - PAGE !5) 
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:s:~A AI?l?!.ICATIOl\1 FORM --- --
SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR A SPiCIAL PERMIT 

Please describe in corq>lete detail how you meet each ot the following 
criteria referring to the pxoperty and proposed changes or usas which are 
requested in your application . Attach shee:ts with additional information 
for special penai ts which have addi t ional o:d teria, e.g. i fast food 
permits, ccmprehenslve permits, etc. , which must be met. 

Granting the Special Permit requested 1:'or .zg-30 .SH:! l' \c~(;f~l 
would not he a. detriment to the public interest becaust!l:· 

(location) 

A) Requirements of ::he Ordi~ar.ce can o:::- r,.,•::.l: be me:: for the follm~i!"lg 
reasons ; 

This Special Pemut request is to c.llange 01t double hung v.rindow for a high transom window. 1t will110t 

alter any of the Zoning requirements including setback, FAR, height, open space, parking or number of 
vehicles. 

B) Traffic generated or pat~erns of 
congestion hazard, or substantial 
character ~or the followinq reasons ; 

There tvil1 be no increase in vehicles or parking. 

access 
change 

or 
:.n 

egress would not cause 
e stablished ne~ghborhood 

-----------------

C) The continued operation of o::: t~e development of adj acet1t ·.1.;;es as 
permitted l~ the Zoning Ordina~ce wculd not be adversely affected by the 
nature of the proposed use for the ~o~lowing reasons : 

D) Kuisance or hazcro ·,·iould :-:cr. be cr.eate.j to t:-1e detr:.ment of the heal th 1 

safety and/or \.;elfare of the cccupa!:t o f t21e proposed ·.1se or the citizens 
of the City for the following reas~ns : 

The changing of the vvindow would have no impact on the safety of the occupants nor would if have any 

impact on any other residents of the City. ---~---·-··---------------------
---~·-~~--------------·- ··---------·---------

E) For ether reasons, the proposed us~ would rot impair the inteqr~ty of the 
d~str~ct or adjoining dis~=ic~ or o~he:~ise derogate from the inten~ o~ 
purpose of this o~dinance for the following reasons: 

Changing the window would be barely visible from the street and would therefore not architecturaJly 
d1ange the character of the district or the integrity of its character. 

·---



( 
~APPLICATION FO~~ 

DU!ENSIONAL INFORMATI.£>! 

( 

'
1 lll?PLICANT:~iit·1 1 i:. ~ ~f'-<1'•1 ttO~~.[ E!J __ PRESENT USE/OCCUPANCY:_f~t~. · ------

LOCATION: 

'IOTAL GROSS FI.OOR AREA: 

LOT AREA : 

RATIO CF GROSS FLOOR AP£A 
~0 LOT AREA : ---·-

WT AREA FOR EACH DWE!.LDlG UXIT : 

SIZE OF LOT : 

Setbacks in 
feet : 

SIZE OF B:.DG. : 

'YIIJ'JH 

DE?'IH 

FRO!\ 'I 

REAR 

LET SIL::E 

RI(>H'I SIDE 

HEIGHT 

:ENGT!I 

vHD'I!-l 

RATIO o: USABLE OPEN SPACE 
TO LO'T AREA: 3

) 

NO. Of D'IIE:..:.ING UNITS: 

NO . OF PARKING SPACES: 

::-.10 . OF :.OADING AREi\5 : 

DIS'!AKCE TO NEAREST BLD:;. 
ON SAl"lE LOT: 

ZONE: __ .·~~'----------------

REQUESTED USE/ OCCOl?JINCY: 

E'.XISTING 
CONDITIONS 

IDb.OG 

ct~'.S ----
Jl', ~, ___ .... _. ~::.._ __ 

•'i - J 
.;,( 

.'1 
I• 
,J... 

c __ _ 

~~ ~ l"l •:. I 

_ __:!_~~-~--

1'".1 , .. I • .. 

-~-.:..!..i __ _ 
'1 1 " 
•' a' r.'l ~;·--.-o 

C,"':)...'_. QIJ, II 
- I ~~ 

2.b'-!.) II 

,4 

" ·-
_o_ __ 

O.RDI.NAllCE 
REQJ!IRm.fEN'l'S 

_l t'-L __ (max. J 

s-c~o (min.) --·------

.'5 (max.) 

·~ •}bt) (mi:1. l 

.)0 (min.) ---·----

,,-
.J (min.) 

____i:L __ (mi:1 . ) 

i~~ (':::.LJM ;))) (min . ) 

']'.l(HJ.t·l (uj (min . ) 

2>~:::'-d (max . ) 

. 11 ____________ (min . ) 

·-· _\____ (max . ) 

---':...__l __ (.nin . /max) 

(mi:1.) 

(min . ) 

Describe wne re appl icable, ot.her occupancies on sa:ne l::~t , t he size oz adjacent bul.ldings 
Oil sane lot , ard type cf constru::tior. )J!"O!JOSed, e.g . ; •r1ood frame, concrete, orick, 
sleel , etc. 

t±A ---·-----·· --

------------ ·--------·-----·-------- ---

-·------·---------- - ---·------- ·- -·- -

------·-----·----- - -------·--------------

1. SEE CAMBRIDGE ZOl'-.1ING ORDINANCE ARTICLE 5 . 000 , SECTION 5.30 (D1S1'.'UCT OF Dlf.JENSlONAL 
P-EGULATIONS) . 

2. TOTAJJ GROSS FLCOR .1\:'U'A ( ::NCLIJDING BJ1.$Et'JENT 7 '-0" .:N NEIGHT AND ATTIC JtREAS GREA':.'ER 
7'HAN 5 I) DIVIDE]) py LOT· ltP.EA. 

;l. OPEN SPACE SHALL NOT INCLUDE PAAK::NG ARE.".S, vJALK~lJJYS OR CRIVEi~A'.:'S ,1]-.'!J SHALL HAVE A 
H l NTMU:.f DJN3NSION OF 15 I . 

(A'l"PACHMEllo"T B - l'AGE 4 ) 
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183-27 

HYLAND, KATHERINE W. & CRAIG HYLAND 

31 SHEA ROAD. 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

183-46 

KERSLAKE, EDWARD & MELINDA GRAY 

15 WOODBRIDGE ST 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02140 

183-78 

LEVESQUE, RONALD E. & KAREN P. LEVESQUE 

32 SHEARD 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02140 

183-81 

FISH, GUY & KIM FISH 

26 SHEA RD 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02140 

183-107 

MALONE ERIN & PATRICK KNIGHT 

17 WOODBRIDGE ST 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02140 

183-42 

PHILBRICK, ROBERT LAWRENCE JR. 

TRUSTEE MARION SEVE RYNES TRUSTEE 

25 LOCKE ST 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02140 

183-76 

BENT, JILL L. & CHARLES Q. BENT 

36 SHEARD 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

183-79 

LEAHY, KEVIN P. & ANGELA J. RON BERG 

27 LOCKE ST 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02140 

183-82 

SHEA ROAD LLC 

20 SHEARD 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02140 

183-123 

COMMUNITY ALTERNATIVE RESIDENTIAL 

ENVIRONMENTS, INC. 

35 CHARLESTOWN STREET 

SOMERVILLE, MA 02143 

U
83-80 ~IJUL_? 
OWELL, JAMIE & ERIN HOWELL 

8-30 SHEARD 

AMBRIDGE, MA 02140 

183-77 

SMITH, DOUGLAS C & CLAIRE M DAHILL, 

TRS OF 34 SHEA ROAD REALTY TRUST 

34 SHEA RD. 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02140 

183-43 

CANNISTRARO, PAUL A. & YIH-HSIEN SHEN 

23 WOODBRIDGE ST 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02140 

183-106 

ARANCIO, NICHOLAS J. & ELEANOR D. ARANCIO, 

LIFE ESTATES, 

19 WOODBRIDGE ST. 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02140 



We, the neighbors of Jamie and Erin Howell have seen their proposal for an extended 
second floor rear porch and a window change on the south side of their house. We 
understand that they need a variance for the rear porch extension and a special permit 
for the window. We fully support their applications and understand that porch extension 
will make their back porch usable and the window change will give them more privacy to 
their living room. We also realize that these changes will not have any negative impact 
on the neighborhood. 

Address 

l (o s h.e4 f2-cJ UJ-1 '-1 o 
0 2-J40 











 

 

 

CAMBRIDGE HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
831 Massachusetts Avenue, 2nd Floor, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 

Telephone: 617 349 4683   TTY: 617 349 6112 

E-mail: histcomm@cambridgema.gov   URL: http://www.cambridgema.gov/Historic 

 

Bruce A. Irving, Chair; Susannah Barton Tobin, Vice Chair; Charles M. Sullivan, Executive Director  

William G. Barry, Jr., Robert G. Crocker, Joseph V. Ferrara, Chandra Harrington, Jo M. Solet, Members 

Gavin W. Kleespies, Paula A. Paris, Kyle Sheffield, Alternates 

 

Jurisdiction Advice 

 

To the Owner of Property at   30 Shea Road    

 

The above-referenced property is subject to the jurisdiction of the Cambridge Historical Commission (CHC) by 

reason of the status referenced below: 

 

__ Old Cambridge Historic District  

__ Fort Washington Historic District  

    (M.G.L. Ch. 40C, City Code §2.78.050) 

__ Avon Hill Neighborhood Conservation District  

__ Half Crown – Marsh Neighborhood Conservation District  
__ Harvard Square Conservation District  
__ Mid Cambridge Neighborhood Conservation District  

__ Designated Landmark 

__ Property is being studied for designation:      

(City Code, Ch. 2.78., Article III, and various City Council Orders) 

__ Preservation Restriction or Easement (as recorded) 

_X_ Structure is fifty years or more old and therefore subject to CHC review of any application 

for a demolition permit, if one is required by ISD. (City Code, Ch. 2.78, Article II).  See the 

back of this page for definition of demolition.    
No demolition permit application is anticipated. 

__ No jurisdiction: not a designated historic property and the structure is less than fifty years 

old.  

__ No local jurisdiction, but the property is listed on the National Register of Historic Places; 

CHC staff is available for consultation, upon request.  

 Staff comments:        

 

The Board of Zoning Appeal advises applicants to complete Historical Commission or Neighborhood 

Conservation District Commission reviews before appearing before the Board.  

 

If a line indicating possible jurisdiction is checked, the owner needs to consult with the staff of the 

Historical Commission to determine whether a hearing will be required.   

 

CHC staff initials  SLB     Date  March 13, 2019  

   

Received by  Uploaded to Energov   Date  March 13, 2019  

Relationship to project     BZA 017078-2019  

 

cc: Applicant  

 Inspectional Services Commissioner 



Demolition Delay Ordinance and Application Information 
 

The Demolition Delay Ordinance (Chapter 2.78, Article II of the Cambridge Municipal Code) was adopted by 

the City Council in 1979 to afford public review of demolition permit applications for potentially significant 

buildings. When the Historical Commission determines that a building is significant and should be preserved, 

demolition will be delayed for up to six months so that solutions can be sought to preserve the building 

indefinitely. The Ordinance covers all buildings over 50 years old, city-wide.  The Historical Commission 

archives provide dates of construction for all properties in the City.  

 

Demolition is defined in the ordinance as "the act of pulling down, destroying, removing or razing a building or 

commencing the work of total or substantial destruction with the intent of completing the same."   The 

Inspectional Services Commissioner has provided further guidelines to outline what actions require a demolition 

permit.  In addition to complete demolition of a building, the following actions may require a demolition 

permit,  

 

• removal of a roof, 

• removal of one side of a building,  

• gutting of a building's interior to the point where exterior features (windows, etc.) are impacted, 

and  

• removal of more than 25% of a structure.  

 

Please contact the building inspector or a staff member of the Historical Commission if you have questions 

about whether a demolition permit is required for a particular project. 

 

Demolition permit applications can be obtained from the Inspectional Services Department. The completed 

application should be submitted to the Historical Commission, where the staff will review the application. If the 

Executive Director of the Historical Commission makes an initial determination that the building is significant, a 

public hearing will be scheduled with Historical Commission. If the staff makes an initial determination that the 

building is not significant, the application is released for further review by the Building Commissioner. 

 

More information about the demolition permit application procedures is available on the Historical 

Commission's web site or by calling or dropping by the Historical Commission office. 

 

July 2003 

 

Cambridge Historical Commission 

831 Massachusetts Ave., 2nd Fl. 

Cambridge, MA 02139 

Ph: 617/349-4683 or TTY: 617/349-6112 

http://www.cambridgema.gov/Historic 
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8'-6 1h" X 5'- 7 '1/4" = 
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103 

48 

763 sq. ft. 

4/6/1 8 
5/22/18 
5/30/18 
6/20/18 
10/22/18 
11 /2/18 
2/15/19 

Q) 

-ro 
Cl 

c 
ro 

a.. 
C> 
c 
~ 
CJ) 

>< w 
"-
0 
0 b 
u. en - • 

T'"" 

II 

~ 
T'"" 

A-4c 



)> 
I 

~ 
c-

~ / 

~ ~ L 

1\ 

D D 

D 

D D 

DO 
= 

D 

; II II 

North Elevation - Proposed 
2/15/19 
1/4"- -1 I 0" I -I -

z 
(!) 

:E 
CD .... 
Dl 
() 

"' m. 
(/l 

D 

D 

D 

DO 

" / 

~ cr ~ 
/II' I 

Howell Residence 
28-30 Shea Road 
Cambridge, MA 
(617) 460-7523 

I I I 

- ~\ L~ 

~ 
I 

z 
CD 
:E 
"'0 
0 .... 
() 
=r 
0 
(!) 
() 

"' m 
X 
$" 
::J 
(/l ,,. 
::J 

' ' 

T 

....... 

Richard Brown Architects I Date 
50 Hillcrest Ave. Lexington, MA 02420 
(617) 515-7403 
RichardBrownArchitects.com 

NO> .._ .._ 
.....>.1\.) 

(]l 0 .._ .._ _. ....... 
<OCP 



4-/--</ =====;> .I / 

I 

/ DO 

Changes: 
• Elimina e cen er co umn on second floor 
• Add beam below roof on second floor 
• Add bracing to columns on first floor 
• Replace 4 x 4 columns with 6 x 6 columns w/ trim 
• Extend new second floor joists 2'-0" out from house 
• Do not extend roof 

Maintain size of roof. Do not extend it over 
the new deck extension. 
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