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Community Development Department
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Community Development
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Deputy Director

Chief of Administration

KHALIL MOGASSABI

Deputy Director
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Sign Text:

SIGN CERTIFICATION FORM

COVER SHEET

AKEDA

Location of Sign: EAST ELEVATION (SEE ATTACHED)
Applicant: BERNARD LEBOW

SaNWORKS GROUP, INC.

Zoning District: OFFICE 3-A Overlay District: DUD 3

Area of Special Planning Concern: (Sec. 19.46 & 19.42.1)

Application Date: Juy 24,2024
Sketch of sign enclosed: Yes ✓ No

344 Broadway

Cambridge, MA 02139

Voice: 617 349-4600

Fax: 617 349-4669

TTY: 617 349-4621

www.cambridgema.gov

PLEASE NOTE: All signs must receive a permit from the Inspectional
Services Department (ISD) before installation. Community Development
Department Certification action does NOT constitute issuance of a permit or

certification that all other code requirements have been met. Do not contract for

the fabrication of a sign until all permits have been issued including City
Council approval, if necessary for signs in the public way*.

* Any sign or portion of a sign extending more than six (6) inches into the
public way/sidewalk, must receive approval from the Cambridge City Council;
a bond must be posted with the City Clerk.

The Sign Ordinance is available online under Article 7.000 at

https://www.cambridgema.gov/CDD/zoninganddevelopment/Zoning/Ordinance

Contact Liza Paden at 617 349 4647 or Ipaden@cambridgema.gov for further
information.
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Individual wall signs shall not exceed 60 square feet; proposed sign is 192 square feet.

Wall signs must be located no higher than 20' from grade; proposed sign is 281' from grade.

Internally illuminated wall signs must have a vertical or horizontal dimension not exceeding 30".

7-25-24 Daniel Messplay
Digitally signed by Daniel Messplay 
DN: cn=Daniel Messplay, o, ou, 
email=dmessplay@cambridgema.gov, c=US 
Date: 2024.07.25 13:06:57 -04'00'
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 January 13, 2026 

Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeal  

c/o Inspectional Services Department  

831 Massachusetts Avenue Cambridge, MA 02139 

 

Re: Application for Sign Variances - 585 Kendall Street 

 

Narrative Accompanying Application for Exterior Wall Sign Variances under Article 10 

of the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance 

Dear Chair Monteverde and Board Members: 

Takeda respectfully submits this narrative to accompany our application for variances from 

provisions of Article 7 of the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance, to permit the installation of an 

exterior wall sign at our new global research and development center currently under 

construction at 585 Kendall Street. Specifically, we seek variances to allow an internally 

illuminated sign with a height exceeding 20 feet and a total surface area larger than 

permitted by the ordinance. 

The proposed signage is designed to align with the recently approved and installed sign at 

our nearby 500 Kendall Street building, which replaced the former "Shire" signage. The 

proposed sign will comport with the zoning intent of identifying business premises, 

enhance wayfinding for the community, showcase a life sciences company’s commitment 

to the area, and align to existing Takeda signage. 

ABOUT TAKEDA & OUR DEEP ROOTS IN CAMBRIDGE 

Since Takeda’s founding in 1781 in Osaka, Japan, we have sought to improve patients’ lives 

and drive societal impact in the places where we live and work. In 2011, we brought these 

aspirations to Massachusetts, drawn to the state’s commitment to the life sciences and 

the vibrant local communities eager to drive growth. We have since expanded our presence 

in the state. Now, Takeda proudly stands as the largest life sciences employer in 

Massachusetts, with our global hub and a major research center strategically located in the 

heart of Cambridge.  

Takeda’s global research and development center, based in Cambridge, is the company’s 

largest R&D hub. In innovative biopharma, we discover, develop and deliver life-

transforming medicines for rare and more prevalent diseases across our focused 

therapeutic areas of oncology, neuroscience and gastrointestinal and inflammation. We 

also make targeted R&D investments in plasma-derived therapies and vaccines. By 
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embedding data, digital and technology across research and development, we aim to 

deliver our new medicines to patients faster. 

We intentionally chose to grow in Cambridge because we believe in Cambridge – in its 

cutting-edge innovation, unmatched research and academic institutions, access to 

incredible talent and collaborative spirit in addressing complex problems. We know there is 

no better place to grow our business. 

In January 2025, Takeda celebrated the steel topping o< of 585 Kendall, advancing the 

creation of One Cambridge Campus, Takeda’s innovative and sustainable campus in 

Kendall Square. This milestone reinforced our continued commitment to the local 

community as the new state-of-the-art 600,000 square feet building will create space 

where both science and art can flourish. The proposed signage is essential for clear 

wayfinding to this significant new facility, for our employees, collaborators and 

visitors, and for the overall identification of our expanding campus in Kendall Square. 

We are committed to strengthening our local community in Cambridge. Our U.S. Growing 

Communities program engages our employees and makes meaningful contributions to 

support the communities where we live and work, including Cambridge, with the goal of 

establishing deep, impactful relationships with our community partners. We support many 

local organizations to create equitable access to health care, including Community 

Servings, Food For Free, Urban Farming Institute and others. We also help prepare the next 

generation for success through programs targeting early childhood through early career 

exposure, like Project Scientist, Breakthrough Greater Boston, and the Massachusetts Life 

Science Center’s (MLSC) Pathmaker Program. To complement these e<orts, we have 

supported the MLSC’s Massachusetts Next Generation Initiative for the last six years, 

helping underrepresented startup founders to incubate and scale their businesses. 

As an active and committed member of the Commonwealth, we support the growth of 

local businesses that define Cambridge’s unique identity and help bolster our region’s 

leadership within the global life sciences ecosystem through partnerships and 

collaborations. Our memberships in the Cambridge Chamber of Commerce, the Kendall 

Square Association and the Massachusetts Biotechnology Council (MassBio) exemplify 

this commitment, enabling us to engage with a vibrant innovators’ community that 

supports Cambridge’s economic growth, industry leadership and cutting-edge innovation. 

ABOUT BIOMED REALTY’S ARCHITECTURALLY SIGNIFICANT 585 KENDALL BUILDING 

The design of the new 585 Kendall Street building is a distinctive architectural statement, 

characterized by three stacked, curvilinear masses and a dynamic eastern facade that 

steps back gracefully as it ascends. The building's aesthetic integrates elements of nature, 
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performance, community and life sciences, with a unique cladding transition from glass at 

the ground level to terracotta unitized panels at the upper stories. Notably, the fenestration 

and terracotta finish of the lower mass elegantly sweep upward toward Kendall Street to 

the east, revealing a substantial glass expanse that encloses the performing arts center 

and flexible community space. This area is envisioned as a vibrant hub for a winter market, 

gallery, performance space and urban lounge, serving as a significant community asset. 

RATIONALE FOR VARIANCES 

The unique architectural design and the specific programming of the lower levels of 585 

Kendall Street present significant challenges for the e<ective placement of signage, 

thereby creating a substantial hardship for Takeda in clearly identifying our new global 

research and development center. 

• Conflict with Community Spaces: A<ixing a sign to the primary east and south 

facade at a conforming height below 20 feet would directly conflict with the visual 

prominence and intended identity of the performing arts center and community 

flexible space. Such placement could inadvertently suggest that these public-facing 

amenities are solely branded as Takeda's, potentially undermining their community 

purpose and architectural distinction. Additionally, a sign at this elevation would 

interfere with the view into and out of the community spaces. The requested sign 

height is essential to avoid any conflict with the tenant of the theatre, which serves 

as a significant amenity for the community. 

• Obstruction by Landscaping: The extensive landscaping mandated for the 

northeast and southeast areas of the building would significantly obscure a sign 

placed at a lower level, rendering it largely invisible to pedestrian and vehicular 

tra<ic approaching from these key directions. 

• Interference with Planned Events: A sign placed on the middle portion of the 

facade would be intermittently obstructed by the contemplated event tent and 

outdoor farmers' market activities planned for the adjacent space. 

• Given these unique circumstances directly related to the distinctive design and 

planned community uses of the lower levels of 585 Kendall Street, a literal 

enforcement of the height and size limitations of Article 7 would impose a 

substantial hardship on Takeda's ability to e<ectively identify our significant new 

research facility and integrate it visually within our growing Cambridge campus. 
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PROPOSED SIGNAGE SOLUTION AND MINIMUM NECESSARY RELIEF 

To overcome these site-specific challenges and ensure clear identification of our new 

global research and development center, Takeda proposes the installation of an 

illuminated exterior wall sign located on the lower level of the building's mechanical 

penthouse. 

• Height Variance: A variance from the 20-foot height limitation is needed to 

accommodate the placement of the sign on the lower level of the mechanical 

penthouse. This location minimizes visual impact on the community-facing lower 

levels and ensures the sign is visible above the extensive landscaping. 

• Visibility and Legibility: The proposed sign, with a total area of 143 square feet, is 

the minimum size necessary to ensure clear visibility and legibility from ground level 

and surrounding areas, particularly given its elevated placement and the viewing 

distances involved. This size is comparable to the approved Takeda sign at 500 

Kendall Street, establishing a consistent visual presence for our Cambridge 

campus. 

• Illumination: Internal illumination of the sign's elements is essential for visibility 

and to ensure the sign e<ectively identifies our facility. The internal illumination will 

be carefully designed to minimize light spill and glare, ensuring it does not disrupt 

neighboring properties. 

• Limited Visibility to Residential Areas: The proposed sign will not be visible from 

the residential neighborhood, mitigating any potential concerns regarding visual 

impact on those areas. Its primary visibility will be toward other life sciences 

buildings to the east, aligning with the character of the Kendall Square innovation 

district. 

GRANTING THESE VARIANCES WILL NOT CAUSE SUBSTANTIAL DETRIMENT OR 

DEROGATE FROM THE INTENT OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 

Granting the requested variances will not be detrimental to the public good. On the 

contrary: 

• Enhanced Wayfinding: The clearly visible sign will significantly improve wayfinding 

to Takeda's new global research and development center, benefiting employees, 

collaborators, visitors, and the broader community seeking to locate our facility 

within the Kendall Square area. 
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• Consistency with Existing Signage: The proposed sign is consistent with the 

recently approved Takeda sign at 500 Kendall Street, demonstrating a thoughtful and 

cohesive approach to our visual presence in Cambridge. 

• Alignment with Zoning Intent: Zoning Ordinance Section 7.11.1 explicitly 

recognizes the public interest served by businesses and services identifying their 

premises. The proposed signage directly supports this intent by allowing Takeda to 

clearly mark our global research hub. The sign will not be visible from residential 

neighborhoods. 

The building’s unique architectural features, the community-oriented programming of the 

lower levels of 585 Kendall, and the required landscaping create specific and unusual 

circumstances that necessitate the requested variances. These circumstances do not 

generally a<ect other properties within the zoning district. The relief sought is the minimum 

necessary to address the substantial hardship faced by Takeda in e<ectively identifying our 

new facility. 

CONCLUSION 

Takeda believes that granting these variances will alleviate a substantial hardship imposed 

by the literal enforcement of Article 7 and will serve the public interest by enhancing 

wayfinding and enabling Takeda to appropriately identify our new global research and 

development center. The proposed signage is thoughtfully designed, consistent with our 

existing presence in Cambridge, and sensitive to the surrounding environment. 

We respectfully request your favorable consideration of this application and look forward to 

the opportunity to meet with you to discuss it in further detail. 

Sincerely, 

Katelyn Mallozzi 

Space, Design & Workplace Experience Lead – US Region 

Global Real Estate & Facilities 

Takeda Pharmaceuticals 

500 Kendall Street 

Cambridge MA 02142 
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Beth O’Neill Maloney 
Executive Director, Kendall Square Association 
510 Kendall Street 
Cambridge, MA, USA 
 

 
26 November, 2025 
 
City of Cambridge 
Boarding of Zoning Appeal 
831 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
 
 
Dear Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals,  
 
I am writing in support of Takeda’s proposal to install an exterior wall sign identifying their new global 
research and development center located at 585 Kendall in Cambridge, MA. Takeda’s new building 
reflects its long-term commitment to Cambridge as a biotechnology hub.  
 
As a neighboring organization, I have seen firsthand how Takeda has continuously invested in their 
facilities and people. Since coming to Cambridge in 2011, Takeda has shown a consistent commitment to 
our area and to their vision of improving patients' lives and driving societal impact in our neighborhood.  
 
Over the years, they have continued to expand in Cambridge and Massachusetts, strategically locating 
their research center in the heart of Kendall Square. Takeda's plans at 585 Kendall are thoughtfully 
planned for this community and reflect their commitment to improving the human condition through 
groundbreaking innovation.  
 
Likewise, I believe the proposed sign will improve clarity and wayfinding for visitors while continuing to 
complement and contribute positively to the neighborhood. The proposed sign is thoughtfully designed 
to balance visibility from a distance while respecting nearby residential areas.  
 
For these reasons, I respectfully request the Planning Board’s approval of this proposal. 
 
Please let me know if additional input would be helpful. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Beth O’Neill Maloney 
Executive Director, Kendall Square Association 
 
cc: Michelle Consalvo, Kelly Flynn, Katelyn Mallozzi 



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Connie C. Chin, CEO 
Global Arts Live + The Platform 
720 Massachusetts Ave 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
 
December 5, 2025 
 
City of Cambridge  
Boarding of Zoning Appeal  
831 Massachusetts Avenue  
Cambridge, MA 02139  
  
Dear Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals,   
 
As a representative of The Platform (formerly known as 585 Arts), the organization behind the new performing 
arts center at 585 Kendall, I am writing in strong support of Takeda’s proposal to install an exterior wall sign 
identifying their global research and development center. This initiative reflects Takeda’s ongoing commitment 
to Cambridge’s innovation ecosystem and to building meaningful connections between science, community, 
and the arts. 
  
As co-tenants of 585 Kendall, we have formed a strong partnership with Takeda, and we are grateful for their 
deep investment in the cultural and creative fabric of Kendall Square. Their multi-year sponsorship and naming 
of the Takeda Theater at The Platform represents more than corporate generosity — it is a statement about 
the power of collaboration to inspire discovery, creativity, and connection. Takeda has been a steadfast and 
thoughtful community partner, helping bring to life a space where art and science coexist and where people 
from all walks of life can come together. 
  
The proposed signage will be integrated into the overall design of the building, enhancing visibility and 
wayfinding for both visitors and employees, while maintaining harmony with the surrounding neighborhood. It 
will serve as a visual reminder of Takeda’s longstanding role as a leader in innovation and a contributor to 
Cambridge’s civic life. 
  
For these reasons, we strongly support approval of Takeda’s signage proposal. We believe it reflects both 
design excellence and community partnership, values that align closely with the spirit of Kendall Square and 
the mission of Global Arts Live. 
 
Please let me know if additional input would be helpful. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Connie C. Chin, CEO 
 
cc: Michelle Consalvo, Kelly Flynn, Katelyn Mallozzi 
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December 4, 2025 

Board of Zoning Appeals 
Massachusetts Ave 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

Members of the Board, 

On behalf of the East Cambridge Business Association (ECBA), I'm writing to express 
our enthusiastic support for Takeda's application to install a sign at their new 
building located at 585 Third Street in Kendall Square. 

Approving this request will not only recognize Takeda's continued commitment to 
Cambridge's innovation economy but also help establish an anchor for what we hope will 
become a major destination for visitors and residents in Kendall Square and East 
Cambridge. 

By moving into this new facility, Takeda once again demonstrates its long-term 
investment in the City of Cambridge and in the innovation ecosystem that defines 
Kendall Square. In today's economic climate, such commitments should be both 
recognized and celebrated. The proposed signage is modest and thoughtfully designed, 
oriented away from residential areas to minimize any potential impacts. It's difficult to 
imagine any negative effects from this carefully considered proposal. 

Importantly, 585 Third Street is poised to become a vibrant cultural hub with the 
addition of the new Global Arts Live theatre in the same building. Attracting more 
evening activity to Kendall Square is essential for enlivening the district and supporting 
the small businesses that operate here. Takeda's investment in this project underscores 
their understanding of their broader role in the community. Clear and effective 
wayfinding— including this sign-will directly contribute to the success of what promises 
to be a major attraction for Cambridge. 

in sum, this is a modest and well-considered request with virtually no adverse impact on 
he neighborhood. Approving it will help strengthen Kendall Square's reputation as a 
world-leading center of innovation while supporting the growth of Cambridge's cultural 
and economic vitality. 
Thank you for your consideration. We hope you find favor with this application. 

Executive Director 
East Cambridge Business Association 

East Cambridge Business Association - 544 Cambridge Street - Cambridge, MA 02141 
email: baecamb@gmail.com ~ Office Phone (857) 242-6651 
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December 1, 2025 

 

  

City of Cambridge 

Board of Zoning Appeal 

831 Massachusetts Avenue 

Cambridge, MA 02139 

 

Dear Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals, 

 

I write to offer my strong support for Takeda's proposal to install an exterior wall sign at their new 

global research and development center at 585 Kendall Street. The signage recognizes a major life sciences 

partner whose commitment to Cambridge spans more than a decade. 

 

As the largest life sciences company in Massachusetts, Takeda employs more than 3,300 people in 

Cambridge, and the company’s daily presence strengthens our economy and sustains our local businesses. 

Their decision to establish their global R&D headquarters in Kendall Square reflects both confidence in 

Cambridge's future and commitment to our shared values. 

 

The 585 Kendall development exemplifies thoughtful corporate citizenship. The building 

incorporates sustainable design excellence, includes a performing arts center, and provides flexible 

community space accessible to all residents – meaningful investments in the public realm. 

 

The proposed signage serves both practical and symbolic purposes. It will improve wayfinding for 

performing arts visitors, employees, and community members while acknowledging Takeda's identity as a 

global institution anchored firmly in Cambridge. The design strikes an appropriate balance, visible enough 

to serve its purpose, yet restrained enough to respect surrounding residential areas. 

 

Takeda has earned the right to identify their presence in our community. I urge the Board to approve 

this proposal, and I thank you very much for your consideration of this request.  

 

 

         Sincerely,  

 
          _____________________________ 

Mayor E. Denise Simmons  

    






	#1 Application Forms
	#2 Plans
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6

	#3 CDD Review Form
	#4 Photos
	#5 Letter support from Katelyn Mallozzi
	#6 Support from Chamber of Commerce
	#7 Support from Kendall Square Association
	#8 Support from GLobal Arts Live
	#9 Support from East Cambridge Business Association
	#10 Support Mayor Simmons
	#11 Abutters List



