
























































To:   Board of Zoning Appeal, City of Cambridge, MA 
From:   Ivan and Monica Toft, 63 Washburn Avenue 
Date:   12 August 2025 
Re:   Addendum to Variance Application No. 1178118 

Following a conversation with the Inspectional Services Division, we have received 
clarification regarding our application and the requested modification to our parking. 
Accordingly, we are amending the list of applicable Zoning Ordinance sections for Variance 
Application No. 1178118. 

In light of the relief sought, three sections of the Zoning Ordinance apply: (1) §6.42; (2) 
§6.44.1(c); and (3) §6.45.1. 

1. §6.42 – Dimensions for Off-Street Parking Spaces 
This section establishes the following minimum dimensions: 

Space Type 90° Width 90° Depth Vertical Clearance 
Regular 8.5 ft 18 ft 7.5 ft 
Compact Car 7.5 ft 16 ft 7.5 ft 

Our proposed space will measure 8.0 ft x 16.4 ft—slightly smaller than the minimum for a 
regular car but fully compliant with compact car standards. 

2. §6.44.1(c) – Setbacks 
This section states: “No on-grade open parking space shall be located within a 
required front yard setback.” 

Our proposed space will encroach into the required 5-foot front yard setback; however, 
only one corner of the space will do so, as the car will be parked at an angle. 

3. §6.45.1 – Parking Space Length for One-, Two-, or Three-Family Dwellings 
This section permits a parking space to consist of two parallel paved strips, each at 
least 18 feet long, separated by a landscaped area. 

Our design follows this format, but the strips will be 16.4 ft in length rather than 18 ft. This 
modification is necessary to preserve a mature Wolf’s Eye Japanese Dogwood, planted 
over 15 years ago, which enhances the property and provides natural screening. While the 
tree could be removed under city guidelines to allow our space to be more compliant, we 
prefer to retain it for both aesthetic and environmental reasons. 

We appreciate the Board’s consideration of these amendments and apologize for any 
inconvenience. 
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