
9/1 /2021 

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL 

831 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge MA~h~EP - 2 PH I : 4 0 

617-349-6100 

BZA AP-P-lication Form 
BZA Number: 141587 

General Information 

OFriCE Jr THE CITY CLE!,(; 
CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 

The undersigned hereby petitions the Board of Zoning Appeal for the following: 

Special Permit: _ ___t...x,__ Variance: __ _ Appeal: __ _ 

PETITIONER: George Finn and Christine Waite C/0 James J. RaffertY-

PETITIONER'S ADDRESS: 907 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02138 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 7 Malcolm Rd , Cambridg~, MA 

TYPE OF OCCUPANCY: Two FamilY. ZONING DISTRICT: Residence B Zone 

REASON FOR PETITION: 

/ Dormer/ 

DESCRIPTION OF PETITIONER'S PROPOSAL: 

Petitioner seeks to construct dormer on right side of existing two family dwelling. 

SECTIONS OF ZONING ORDINANCE CITED: 

Article: s .ooo 
Article: 8.ooo 
Article: 10.000 

Section: 5.31 (Table of Dimensional Requirements). 
Section: 8.22.2(d) (Non-Conforming Structure). 
Section: 10.40 (Special Permit). 

Original 
Signature(s) : 

James J. Rafferty, Attorney for Petitioner 

(Print Name) 

Address: 

Tel. No. 617.492.4100 

Date: August 31 , 2021 
E-Mail Address: jrafferty@adamsrafferty.com 
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OWNERSHIP INFOIU4ATION FOR BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL RECORD 

To be completed by OWNER, signed and·retumed to Secretary of Board of Appeal. 

Georae Finn and Christine Waite 
(OWner or Petitioner) 

Address: c/o James J. Rafferty 907 Massachusetts Avenue. cambridge MA 02139 

Location Qf Premises: ---=-7....:.;M:.:.;:a=-lco~lmo.:.:..:.R.-:::do.~-. ..;;;;;U.,;..;.n~it =2=--. -------------

the record title standing in the name of George Finn and Christine Waite 

whose address is 7 Malcolm Road; cambridge MA 02138 
(Street) (City or Town) (State & Zip Code) 

by a deed duly recorded in the Middlesex South County Registry of Deeds in 

Book 58606 Page ___.4 .... 64....._. __ or--------. Registry 

____ .Ristrict of ~~ctCourt G.~tlificate N~! ______ Book __ P.~Q~.--

-~-~~-------~-----------------------~~~~----

On thi L day of June, 2021, before. me, the undersigned notary public, personally 
appeared · · ~ ~ C r ~ '~ ~ kproved ~o me through satisfactory evidence of 
identification, w ich were lDcm ·lk=ir-«a:S Li <p,lgtl , to be the person whose name is 
signed on the preceding or attached document. and acknowledged to me that they signed it 
voluntarily for its stated purpose. 

~ 

I 2-LJ?~ Ano Olc!Jla/tm 
-1«i18fYPublic 

My commission expires: ('r)Ct~\ I ( ,Qj(d a_ 



9/1/2021 

BZA Agglication Form 

SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR A SPECIAL PERMIT 

Please describe in complete detail how you meet each of the following criteria referring to the 
property and proposed changes or uses which are requested in your application. Attach sheets with 
additional information for special permits which have additional criteria, e.g.; fast food permits, 
comprehensive permits, etc., which must be met. 

Granting the Special Permit requested for 7 Malcolm Rd , Cambridgt, MA (location) would not be a 
detriment to the public interest because: 

A) Requirements of the Ordinance can or will be met for the following reasons: 

The provisions of Section 6, Chapter 40A G.L. and Sec. 8.22.2(d) of the Zoning Ordinance 
recognize the ability for single and two family dwellings to be altered as proposed in this 
application. 

B) Traffic generated or patterns of access or egress would not cause congestion hazard, or substantial 
change in established neighborhood character for the following reasons: 

The addition of a dormer will not alter traffic patterns. 

The continued operation of or the development of adjacent uses as permitted in the Zoning 
C) Ordinance would not be adversely affected by the nature of the proposed use for the following 

reasons: 

D) 

The adjacent users are all similarly sized two family dwellings. 

Nuisance or hazard would not be created to the detriment of the health, safety, and/or welfare of 
the occupant of the proposed use or the citizens of the City for the following reasons: 

The proposed addition represents an increase of approximately 85 sf which will not create any 
detriment to the health of Cambridge citizens. 

E) 
For other reasons, the proposed use would not impair the integrity of the district or adjoining district 
or otherwise derogate from the intent or purpose of this ordinance for the following reasons: 

The intensity and use of this two family dwelling will not be altered as a result of the proposed 
dormer. As a result, there will not be any impairment to the integrity of the Residence B District. 
Moreover, the proposed design has been informed by the Dormer Guidelines. 

*If you have any questions as to whether you can establish all of the applicable legal requirements, 
you should consult with an attorney. 
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911/2021 

Applicant: ~ge Finn and Christine Waite 

Location: 907 Massachusetts Avenue 
Phone: 617.492.4100 

Existing 
Conditions 

TOTAL GROSS 4,555 
FLQQBAREA; 
LOIABEA: 3,400 
RATIQ QF ~RQSS 
FLQQB AREA TQ 1.34 
LOTAREA: 2 

LOIABEAOE 
EACij DWELLih!G 1,700 
UNIT 
SIZEQELOT: WIDTH 42.5' 

DEPTH 80' 
SE!aAC~S I~ EEET: FRONT 7.0' +/-

REAR 18.0' +/-
LEFT 8.0'+/-
SIDE 
RIGHT 7.0'+/-
SIDE 

SIZE QF BUILD!h!G: HEIGHT 33' 
WIDTH 55.6' 

RAIIQ OF USABLE 
OPEhl SPACE TO +/- 30% 
LO!AREA: 
NQ QE DWELL!h!G 2 
~ 
NO QE ~AR~Ihl~ 2 
S~ACES: 

NO. QE LOADihl~ N/A 
AREAS; 
DISTAh!QE TO 
h!EABESI BI..IJG N/A 
Ohl SAME LOI 

BZA ARRiication Form 

DIMENSIONAL INFORMATION 

Present Use/Occupancy: 

Zone: 
Requested Use/Occupancy: 

Reg~ Ordinance 
Conditions Reguirements 

4,630 1,700 

no change 5,000 

1.36 0.5 

no change 2,500 

no change 50' 
no change N/A 
no change 15' 
no change 25' 

no change 7.5' (min) 

no change 12.5' (min) 

no change 35' 
no change N/A 

no change 40% 

no change 2 

no change 2 

no change N/A 

N/A N/A 

Two Famil:Y. 

Residence B Zone 
no change 

(max.) 

(min.) 

Describe where applicable, other occupancies on the same lot, the size of adjacent buildings on same lot, and type of construction 
proposed, e.g; wood frame, concrete, brick, steel, etc. 

1. SEE CAMBRIDGE ZONING ORDINANCE ARTICLE 5.000, SECTION 5.30 (DISTRICT OF DIMENSIONAL REGULATIONS). 
2. TOTAL GROSS FLOOR AREA (INCLUDING BASEMENT 7'-0" IN HEIGHT AND ATIIC AREAS GREATER THAN 5') 

DIVIDED BY LOT AREA. 
3. OPEN SPACE SHALL NOT INCLUDE PARKING AREAS, WALKWAYS OR DRIVEWAYS AND SHALL HAVE A MINIMUM 

DIMENSION OF 15'. 
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Pacheco, Maria 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hi Maria, 

Debra Gentile-McMahon <dgentile@cpsd.us> 
Monday, October 18, 2021 1 :30 PM 
Pacheco, Maria 
7 Malcolm Road #2 

Although I am not a direct abuter to 7 Malcolm Road #2 I live only 5 houses away on Lakeview. George and his family are teffic 
neighbors. He has helped me with snow removal and many small household repairs. In fact last week he replaced my door 
handle. 

Debbie Gentile-McMahon 
Clerk Specialist 
Learning Community C 
617-349-6674 

1 



Pacheco, Maria 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hi Maria, 

shirsh3400@aol.com 
Monday, October 18, 2021 3:50 PM 
Pacheco, Maria 
Case Number BZA-141587 

My name is Sue Hirsh, and I live on 16 Malcolm Rd across from George Finn, Christine and their family. 
I just wanted to express my full support of the project they're planning for their home. 

George and Christine have been amazing neighbors, During the winter, they are known to frequently snow blow the sidewalks up and 
down the entire street, helping all of their neighbors. George also helped me to fix an exterior issue at my home, when water was shooting out 
of a pipe, and he even loaned me a power washer. They are literally the ideal neighbors- thoughtful and generous. They take pristine care of 
their home, whether it's landscaping, exterior house design or general upkeep, and we appreciate their continued care and improvements to 
their property. I have faith and confidence that whatever decision/action they take for their house will be thoughtful and positive. 

Please don't hesitate to reach out to me if I can answer any additional questions. 

Best, Sue Hirsh and Charles Glick (16 Malcolm Rd.) 
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City of .Ca:rpb r idge 
MASSACHUSETTS 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL 

831 Mass Avenue , Cambridge, MA. 
(617) 349-6100 

BZA 

POSTING NOTICE - PICK UP SHEET 

The undersigned picked up the notice board for the Board of Zoning 
Appeals Hearing. 

Name: Date: 
(Print) 

Address: ---+l~.flt~~~Ji!....:..__flll_(_d_ ____ _ 

Case No. _ _,._f2~z...:....!.A_- -=--l _._lf_,__/ _s-;_~_7 __ 

He a ring Date: __ ----4-..JI~~LT-JJ ~~L-..:7.,_/ r9-lo<.....L-/ 

Thank you, 
Bza Members 
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234-199 
JFM MARITAL, LLC. 
C/0 STEPHEN MCEVOY 
15 DAY SCHOOL LANE 
BELMONT, MA 02478 

234-102 
DOYLE, PAUL F. A LIFE ESTATE 

3 MALCOLM RD 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138-6814 

234-112 
GURDAL, IHSAN M. & VALERI E A. GURDAL 
6 MALCOLM RD. 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 

234-195 
BOYNE, DANIEL & KAREN BARS$ 

201 LAKEVIEW AVE 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 

234-120 
FINN, GEORGE & WAITE, CHRISTINE 
7 MALCOLM RD., #2 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 

234-97 
32 STANDISH STREET LLC 
151 SOUTH OLD WOODWARD AVE., STE 400 
BIRMINGHAM, Ml 48009 

234-101 
WAGNER, MARK R. & JUDY A. KRAMER 

5 MALCOLM RD 
CAMBRI DGE, MA 02138 

234-119 
HERBST, JAMES H. & DOROTHY S.M. YEP 
9 MALCOLM RD. 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 

234-180 
GARVEY, TIMOTHY & LESLIE GARVEY 
203 LAKEVIEW AVE 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 

234-110 
HIRSH, SUSAN J. 
16 MALCOLM RD., #16 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 

234-96 
LEOFANTI, JR, PAUL J. & JAY M. PABIAN, 
TRS JOHN W. MCEVOY, MARY JANE WALSH & 
CHRISTINE MCEVOY 
80 CUSHING ST 
BELMONT, MA 02478 

. ~ 

{

JAMES J. RAFFERTY, ESQ. 
907 MASS AVENUE 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 

234-111 
CICON, CHRISTINE A. & SAMUEL P. STERN 
10-12 MALCOLM RD 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 

234-181 
PALEY, MARK, 
TR. OF LAKEVIEW AVENUE NOMINEE TRUST 
199 LAKEVIEW AVE 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 

234-120 
FINN, BRENDA, 
TRUSTEE THE BRENDA FINN TRUST 
7 MALCOLM RD., UNIT #1. 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 

234-110 
HIRSH, SUSAN CHARLES GLICK 
14 MALCOM RD UNIT #16 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 



Pacheco, Maria 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Hi Maria, 

Sam Stern <samsternjones@gmail.com> 
Monday, October 18, 2021 9:38 AM 
Pacheco, Maria 
Writing In Support Of George Phin & Christine Waite's Project at 7 Malcolm Road 

I hope you're well and had a nice weekend. I live at 10 Malcolm Road, directly across the street from George and Christine at 7 
Malcolm Road. I am writing to you to enthusiastically support their project, case# BZA-141587. 

7 Malcolm Road looks great -they do regular maintenance to keep their yard and house looking sharp (watching them work 
often reminds me of maintenance we need to get after across the street!). I know that the work on the attic dormer will be 
performed efficiently and to a high standard, and be a credit to their property and to Malcolm Road after it's done. I say that 
from experience, as they have done other projects on their house (solar panels, HVAC, etc.) in the past few years, and it has 
never been an imposition on us in any way, and their house always comes out looking better than before. 

We moved in 5 years ago, and they have been great neighbors in that time- welcoming us to the block, inviting us to 
gatherings at their house that helped us meet other neighbors, and always helping on the block. For instance, George has a 
snow-blower and clears everyone's sidewalks each snowfall. Given how many elderly residents we have nearby, it's not just a 
nice neighborly gesture, though it is, but also an essential kindness to those folks who would struggle to clear their sidewalks 
and driveways. 

Their daughters were very welcoming to our younger daughters too, and I credit them with getting our daughters interested in 
gymnastics. Their grandmother lives on the first floor, and I have seen her clean up broken glass bottles left in the street on a 
garbage/recycling day. It is little and big things like that make them essential neighbors. 

Thanks, and I hope you have a great week. 

Cheers, 
Sam Stern 
10 Malcolm Road 

SamStern 
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Pacheco, Maria 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

James Herbst <jasleaf9@gmail.com > 
Monday, October 18, 2021 1 :06 PM 
Pacheco, Maria; gfinn@cpsd.us 

To whom it may concern: 

Re: Case number BZA-141587 

I write as the homeowner of the residence at 9 Malcolm Road, directly 
adjacent to the proposed dormer project at 7 Malcolm Road. 
I have discussed the project with George and he has assured me that, to 
minimize disruption to my household, construction 
work will be completed during weekday hours from 8 AM to 4 PM, and that 
there will be no construction activity on Saturday or Sunday. 
George and his family have been good neighbors for the past 10 years and I 
support their continued improvement to the property. 

Sincerely, 
James Herbst 

9 Malcolm Road no. 2 
Cambridge, MA 
02138-6814 

617-480-8938 
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