BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL

831 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge MA 02139

617-349-6100

BZA Application Form
BZA Number: 180689

General Information
The undersigned hereby petitions the Board of Zoning Appeal for the following:

Special Permit: X Variance: Appeal:

PETITIONER: City of Cambridge C/O Michael Monestime

PETITIONER'S ADDRESS: 620 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02139

TYPE OF OCCUPANCY: Qutdoor Entertainment and ZONING DISTRICT: Business B Zone

Recreation Facility, Outdoor Retail or Consumer Service
Establishment not otherwise defined, Temporary Outdoor

Retail or Consumer Use

REASON FOR PETITION:
/Change in Use/Occupancy/
DESCRIPTION OF PETITIONER'S PROPOSAL:

To extend the use previously granted in Case #163746 for Outdoor Entertainment and Recreation Facility, Qutdoor
Retail or Consumer Service Establishment not otherwise defined, and a Temporary Outdoor Retail or Consumer
Service Use.

SECTIONS OF ZONING ORDINANCE CITED:

Article: 4.000 Section: 4.36 (Outdoor Retail or Consumer Service Establishments).
Article: 4.000 Section: 4.36D (Outdoor Entertainment & Recreation Facility).
Article: 10.000 Section: 10.40 (Special Permit).

Wt Wit

Signature(s):

(Petitioner (s) / Owner)

MicHper MwESHAE
(Print Name)
Address: 20 MHﬁS/’hﬁ; #:3 (AMB. YA 02137

Tel. No. 6174487186
E-Mail Address: mmonestime @centralsq.org




BZA APPLICATION FORM - OWNERSHIP INFORMATION

To be completed by OWNER, signed before a notary and returned to
The Secretary of the Board of Zoning Appeals.

t/we City of Cambridge

(OWNER)
Address: 795 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridg_e_

State that I/We own the property located at 84 Bishop Allen Dr. ,

which is the subject of this zoning application,

The record title of this property is in the name of the City of Cambridge

*pursuant to a deed of duly recorded in the date 1/1/63 , Middlesex South
County Registry of Deeds at Book . Page ; or

Middlesex Registry District of Land Court, Certificate No. 110373
: Document no. 389017

4 / - _-,
= il o o /,,_.//
SIGNATURE BY LAND Oﬁ%R OR T

AUTHORIZED TRUSTEE, OFFICER OR AGENT*

Book 682 Page 23

*Written evidence of Agent's standing to represent petitioner may be requested.

7
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, County of /,/ﬂ/

The above-name Z/ﬂ/f é/%%/%bd——* personally appeared before me,
thls/f of///Zf( ZDM. and made oath that the above statement is true.

//W%L - ///é; Notary

Mafyauo" Vera Garvaile Beal) .
: /) :‘: NO I&fypubllc
=~/ Commonwealth of Massachusetis

H! Commission Explres Septembar 16, 2028

¢ If ownership is not shown in recorded deed, e.g. if by court order, recent
deed, or inheritance, please include documentation.

My commission expires

SAALASAALLA LS

(ATTACHMENT B - PAGE 3)



BZA Application Form

SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR A SPECIAL PERMIT

Please describe in complete detail how you meet each of the following criteria referring to the
property and proposed changes or uses which are requested in your application. Attach sheets with
additional information for special permits which have additional criteria, e.g.; fast food permits,
comprehensive permits, etc., which must be met.

Granting the Special Permit requested for 84 Bishop Allen Dr , Cambridge, MA (location) would not be
a detriment to the public interest because:

A) Requirements of the Ordinance can or will be met for the following reasons:

The Starlight Square initiative has demonstrated for a year and a half how essential outdoor civic space is to the
public health of a community. This is especially important as the Port neighborhood is greatly underserved,
having only 21% of the national urban average per capita. Since its opening in August 2020, Starlight Square
has provided residents with a central location for essential services and experiences to transition outside. This
includes everything from worship and out-of-school time education, to performance and food distribution.
Other notable uses include: the first-ever Winter Farmers Market, Cambridge Rindge and Latin High School’s
senior prom, the Cambridge Public Health Department’s Flu Clinic, the community memorial for Bob Moses,
and the City of Cambridge’s City Council Inauguration.

Starlight continues to address immediate public health concerns by providing an outdoor home for basic city
functions and much-needed human connection. Given the nature of the COVID-19 virus, we knew early on that
outside was the safest place for recovery. As variants continue to mutate, this remains true today. The proposed
initiative not only addresses immediate and delayed public health and community harms, but also safeguards us
all from them in the future.

Outdoor entertainment is one of the functions of Starlight Square for which a special permit is required in the

Bus B zone.

B) Traffic generated or patterns of access or egress would not cause congestion hazard, or substantial
change in established neighborhood character for the following reasons:

Starlight has operated for two years and the traffic generated and the patterns of access or egress have not caused
congestion hazard or substantial change in established neighborhood character.

The continued operation of or the development of adjacent uses as permitted in the Zoning
C) Ordinance would not be adversely affected by the nature of the proposed use for the following
reasons:

Starlight's continued operation would enhance adjacent uses.

D) Nuisance or hazard would not be created to the detriment of the health, safety, and/or welfare of
the occupant of the proposed use or the citizens of the City for the following reasons:

Starlight is designed to improve and support the health, safety, and welfare of the users and the citizens of the City by



providing an outdoor home for basic city functions and much-needed human connection.

E) For other reasons, the proposed use would not impair the integrity of the district or adjoining district

or otherwise derogate from the intent or purpose of this ordinance for the following reasons:
Starlight Square only enhances the cultural district by providing a truly unique and much needed public space for
residents.

*If you have any questions as to whether you can establish all of the applicable legal
requirements, you should consult with an attorney.



Date:

BZA Application Form
DIMENSIONAL INFORMATION

Qutdoor Entertainment and
Recreation Facility, OQutdoor

[ servi

Applicant:  City of Cambridge Present Use/Occupancy: Establishment not otherwise
defined, Temporary Outdoor
Betail or Consumer Use

Location: 84 Bishop Allen Dr , Cambridge, MA Zone: Business B Zone

OQutdoor Entertainment and
Recreation Facility, Outdcor

Rotal .
Phone: 6174487186 Requested Use/Occupancy: Eqaplament not oherwise

defined, Temporary Qutdoor
Retail or Consumer Use

- - Bequested Ordinance
Existing Conditions Conditions Requirements
950 950 92,716 (max.)
33,715 33,715 0 (min.)
0.028 0.028 2.75
NA NA NA
WIDTH 180 180 None
DEPTH 171 171 None
ISETBACKS IN FEET:  |[FRONT NA NA 0
|IREAR NA NA 0
|LEFT SIDE NA NA 0
RIGHT
SIDE NA NA 0
SIZE OF BUII G: NA (Scaffplding is NA (Scaﬁ_olding is 18' 80 (45 Qegree setback
ZE OF BUILDIN |HEIGHT 18' high) high) at Bishop Allen)
WIDTH NA NA NA
RATIO OF USABLE
OPEN SPACE TO LO 0 0 0
AREA:
N OF DWELLIN 0 0 0
NQ. OF PARKI 82 23 Special permit granting
PACES: authority
NO. OF LOADIN
AREAS: 0 0 0
DISTANCE TO NEAREST
BLDG. ON SAME LOT 0 0 0

Describe where applicable, other occupancies on the same lot, the size of adjacent buildings on same lot, and type of construction
proposed, e.g; wood frame, concrete, brick, steel, etc.:



To the Directors of the Board of Zoning Appeal,

I am writing in regards to BZA-180689 in order to voice my strong support for the
extension of the permit granted for the use of the lot at 84 Bishop Allen Dr. (a.k.a. “Starlight
Square”) for the purposes of outdoor entertainment, retail, and consumer services.

Starlight Square provides an immense benefit to the local community, far more than a
few extra parking spaces would. Not only does it provide a space for local vendors and
musicians to promote their businesses, but it greatly improves the quality of life for everyone
living in the community.

Personally, walking past Starlight Square to find a Farmer’s Market or concert that |
hadn’t expected to see has often been the highlight of my week. Having grown up in a
car-dependent suburb of Los Angeles, | know firsthand how isolating and depressing a lack of
walkable public spaces can be. The amount of easily accessible amenities in our community is
something incredibly unique in this country, and Starlight Square is a huge part of that network
of services.

So, | urge you: preserve our community’s character, preserve the access to local
vendors and musicians, preserve Starlight Square.

Respectfully,
Isaac Shure



Pacheco, Maria
_—am=—————————

From: Michael James <michael1331james@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 25, 2022 4:35 PM

To: Pacheco, Maria

Subject: CASE NO. BZA-180689

Dear Board of Zoning Appeal,

The following is a public comment for case number BZA-180689. | live directly overlooking the parking lot (Starlight) and | want
to ask you for help to please protect us from the intrusive sound caused by operating an open air concert venue directly
neighboring a densely populated area of 100+ residents.

Immediately surrounding the parking lot are 6 apartment buildings: 30 Norfolk Street, 70 Bishop Allen, 51 Norfolk Street, 77
Bishop Allen, 46-48 Norfolk Street, 10 Essex st. Three of these apartments are affordable housing units for large families 4+
individuals with many young children via the Just a Start program. Dispersed between and next to these apartments are
privately owned apartments/ condos. It's a mixed tenured community and it provides an amazing equal opportunity to
everyone in the area to have access to a location and its resources that would otherwise be off limits to them. But for many in
affordable housing it's impossible to move. | know we have tried. We did not choose to live in front of a concert venue but we
cannot change that.

The Starlight concert and entertainment venue is made of scaffolding and while it provides a visual boundary does nothing to
stop noise from intruding into our home. Our homes are not soundproof and the scaffolding Starlight is made out of is not
either. This makes our homes the sound barrier.

While there have been improvement due to the reduction of events this doesn't change the fact that during live concerts our
homes are flooded with sound. The same sound heard outside is heard inside our homes and there is little escape other than
leaving our apartments. This doesn't respect our schedules as sound can be played anytime of the day and is particularly
played in the evening till 9pm.

There are also events that take up the entire weekend for example this coming weekend there is an event with live music that
takes place starting 6pm Friday, all day Saturday, and all day Sunday. This gives us no chance to escape the noise as we take
shelter in our home from the heat, or from being sick, generally rest, invite guest, and/or have conversations.

By licensing starlight the city has exempted all buildings within 50 feet from the traditional Noise Control Ordinance that
protects its residents health. It's very confusing to understand why the residents living in this area would be exempt from
enjoying that same right that states: "the people have a right to and should be ensured an environment free from excessive
sound and vibration that may jeopardize their health or welfare or safety or degrade the quality of life" as noted by the Noise
Control Ordinance.

| once again urge you to protect the residents from excessive noise that intrudes into our homes.

Thank you,
Michael James

On Mon, Mar 14, 2022 at 6:08 PM Michael James <michael1331james@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear Board of Zoning Appeal,

The following is a public comment for case number BZA-163746. | live directly overlooking the parking lot (Starlight) and |
want to ask you for help to please protect us from the intrusive sound caused by operating an open air concert venue directly
neighboring a densely populated area of 100+ residents.



The Starlight concert and entertainment venue is made of scaffolding and while it provides a visual boundary does nothing to
stop noise from intruding into our home. Our homes are not soundproof and the scaffolding Starlight is made out of is not
either. While participants can stay for a few hours and leave we have had to inadvertently attend every concert held and all
other music events. The sound is so intrusive even with windows closed, earplugs, and noise canceling headphones and at the
time of its operation was recurring all day everyday. It's so disruptive to our daily lives and pays no regard to residents'
schedules. This has affected our rest, sleep, conversations over dinner, work, meetings, interviews, tests, ability to bring
guests, health, times when we are mourning, amongst other parts of our lives that we are able to do in our safe space at
home.

Immediately surrounding the parking lot are 6 apartment buildings: 30 Norfolk Street, 70 Bishop Allen, 51 Norfolk Street, 77
Bishop Allen, 46-48 Norfolk Street, 10 Essex st. Three of these apartments are affordable housing units for large families 4+
individuals with many young children via the Just a Start program. Dispersed between and next to these apartments are
privately owned apartments/ condos. It's a mixed tenured community and it provides an amazing equal opportunity to
everyone in the area to have access to a location and its resources that would otherwise be off limits to them. But for many in
affordable housing it's impossible to move. | know we have tried. We did not choose to live in front of a concert venue but we
cannot change that.

And by licensing starlight the city has exempted all buildings within 50 feet from the traditional Noise Control Ordinance that
protects its residents health and has left us in an unlivable and inhumane condition. It's very confusing to understand why the
residents living in this area would be exempt from enjoying that same right that states: "the people have a right to and should
be ensured an environment free from excessive sound and vibration that may jeopardize their health or welfare or safety or
degrade the quality of life" as noted by the Noise Control Ordinance. The difference between a day with events and without
events is heaven and hell. No matter if we are sick, greving, spending time together, the events keep playing and it has been
abusive to our mental health.

Some of the ways this has affected my and my family when Starlight was operational for Season 1 and Season 2:

- Food: We frequently are unable to hold a conversation during dinner and end dinner early from just the exhaustion of the
music outside.

- Wellness/ Sleep: My parents who are older and work find it hard to sleep when they come back from their labor taxing jobs,
unfortunately because they are seniors they really do have to rest more than usual and that has been hard for them. My
parents also frequently have panic attacks yelling please make it stop.

- Work/ Study: | work and study from home currently. When music plays | usually have to end meetings early, it's difficult to
focus, and my productivity drastically decreases. | can't really sleep early due to the backlog of assignments and late operation
of events, so | also start work later than usual. It's also hard to take interviews and tests.

- Stress: We frequently have to close all our windows no matter the weather just to find some sort of escape but that doesn't
help neither do earplugs or noise cancelling headphones. We cannot compete with concert grade speakers. It's so stressful
not to be able to escape this.

- Going out: On many occasions we spend our time outside on the weekends and we are usually out early and come back in
the evening exhausted but we are unable to rest. There have been times that | was so tired and the beats outside were
constantly pounding that | felt like | was going mad

- Guests: We find it hard to invite people over and when we do have them we are unable to hold a conversation with them
over the noise and all we do is just apologize about the sound '

This is not an appropriate location for such an endeavor. Prior to the BZA meeting set for March 24th, there have never been
any public meetings or any announcements of Starlight Season 1. Neither were there meetings or residential engagement for
Season 2 extension either; they came as a complete surprise to my family and my immediate neighbors as well. Starlight's
very own webpage still only mentions the original timeline that was meant only for one summer as a temporary intervention.
Yet despite how repeatedly | tried to get the organizers to involve residents as well as receiving promises from the executive
director at the BID that a residential survey would be sent out there has been no transparency or involvement. For a project
so massive there is a complete lack of knowledge on resident sentiment.



| understand that this project is being pushed so positively by the city (I too love the arts and enjoy concerts) yet operating in
this location has immense negative effects on some of the most vulnerable population in the city and | ask that you please

help protect us by not granting continued use of the space for live entertainment.

Thank you for reading my comment,
Michael James



f
City of _Cgmbridge- 02 pet

BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL

831 Mass Avenue, Cambridge, MA.
- (617) 349-6100

BZA
POSTING NOTICE — PICK UP SHEET

The undersigned picked up the notice board for the Board of Zoning
Appeals Hearing.

Name: /V/N# Wé’ Date: 7 . L

(Print)

Address: 5/# /6”@0}0 MM /A/’

Case No. B2A "/5057?7

Hearing Date: ZZ-%/P /,9’}

Thank you,
Bza Members
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Project: 0720_40 Central Square Bus. Improvement District - Starlight Square

Project Details:
- Mesh with 2” webbing and HD Grommets every 24" all around:
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Our current production and installation/delivery schedule is 10-14 business days after final approval of above graphics unless otherwise noted.

Boston Building Wraps Inc Right to Authorship Credit. Client and/or Commissioner, hereafter referred to as User, and Boston Building Wraps Inc. hereafter referred to as BBWInc. ,agree that when asked, User must properly identify BBWInc. as the creator of artwork for future
reproduction. Both parties agree that authorization to proceed with project whether per written estimate or verbal authorization will act as User’s naming of BBWInc.; as vendor for said services. User does not have a proactive duty to display BBWInc.’s name together with
Work, but User may not seek to mislead others that Work was created by anyone other than BBWInc. User request of BBWInc. to create project relevant drawings, sketches and/or artwork includes only the final, deliverable art, and not any preliminary Work or sketches.

In the event of Termination. Either party may terminate the contract at any time through written request. The User shall upon termination pay BBWInc. all unpaid amounts due for Services completed prior to notice of termination.

BOSTON
N L
WRAPSE

General Notes

Client:
Matt Boyes-Watson (Project Manager)
Bow Market
617.852.8852

matt@boyeswatsonbaum.com

COURTNEY SCHWABE
Creative Director
wearecontraire.com
484.639.4605

markboyeswatson
markboyeswatson@gmail.com

Project Location:

Municipal Lot 5 in Central Square
The lot, at Bishop Allen Drive
and Norfolk Street
Cambridge, MA 02139

Artist:
Tony A.

Revision #
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Date: 07/23/2020 | Drawing No.
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Project: 0720_40 Central Square Bus. Improvement District - Starlight Square

Project Details:

- Mesh with 2” webbing and HD Grommets every 24" all around:

C
i
\
A
| |
1 ;
18|_0|| l i
(216.0") ‘ ]
i
!
E 20'_1 "
(241.0")
18-0" g
(216.0") L ——
VOID
G 15'_4"
(184.0") ’
18‘—0“
(216.0")

72|_7||
(871.0")

26I_2l|
(314.0")

B

BOSTON
Bl
WRAPS?

18!_0"

(216.0") |

LI

F (864,07
TR I“;
y m}\llu
(21186%) :! ”“I

29'_6"
(354.0")

i l“ﬂ"%m
[JFP

Our current production and installation/delivery schedule is 10-14 business days after final approval of above graphics unless otherwise noted.
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Work, but User may not seek to mislead others that Work was created by anyone other than BBWInc. User request of BBWInc. to create project relevant drawings, sketches and/or artwork includes only the final, deliverable art, and not any preliminary Work or sketches.

In the event of Termination. Either party may terminate the contract at any time through written request. The User shall upon termination pay BBWInc. all unpaid amounts due for Services completed prior to notice of termination.
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Project: 0720_40 Central Square Bus. Improvement District - Starlight Square

Project Details:
- Mesh with 2” webbing and HD Grommets every 24" all around:
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Our current production and installation/delivery schedule is 10-14 business days after final approval of above graphics unless otherwise noted.

Boston Building Wraps Inc Right to Authorship Credit. Client and/or Commissioner, hereafter referred to as User, and Boston Building Wraps Inc. hereafter referred to as BBWInc. ,agree that when asked, User must properly identify BBWInc. as the creator of artwork for future
reproduction. Both parties agree that authorization to proceed with project whether per written estimate or verbal authorization will act as User’s naming of BBWInc.; as vendor for said services. User does not have a proactive duty to display BBWInc.’s name together with
Work, but User may not seek to mislead others that Work was created by anyone other than BBWInc. User request of BBWInc. to create project relevant drawings, sketches and/or artwork includes only the final, deliverable art, and not any preliminary Work or sketches.

In the event of Termination. Either party may terminate the contract at any time through written request. The User shall upon termination pay BBWInc. all unpaid amounts due for Services completed prior to notice of termination.
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Project: 0720_40 Central Square Bus. Improvement District - Starlight Square

Project Details:
- Mesh with 2” webbing and HD Grommets every 24" all around:
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Work, but User may not seek to mislead others that Work was created by anyone other than BBWInc. User request of BBWInc. to create project relevant drawings, sketches and/or artwork includes only the final, deliverable art, and not any preliminary Work or sketches.

In the event of Termination. Either party may terminate the contract at any time through written request. The User shall upon termination pay BBWInc. all unpaid amounts due for Services completed prior to notice of termination.
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Please find a link to the 63 letters of support submitted in support of
Starlight original BZA hearing on March 24 here:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1pmZm1hrg0gjKc_tIPD27tvAEhZzav
2ms?usp=sharing
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CHURCH, INC. &
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39 BISHOP R.E ALLEN DR.

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139-3498

91-186
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22 WHITNEY WOODS LANE

COHASSET, MA 02025-1500

90-155
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C/0 545-565 MASS AVE LLC
585 MASSACHUSETTS AVE
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139
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KATIS, HARRY N, & VICTORIA KATIS,
TRUSTEE OF POTAMIA REALTY TRUST
720 MASS AVE

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139
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THE CAMBRIDGE REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
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575 MASS AVE LLC
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CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
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Deputy,

Here are all of the CAD incidents for Starlight Square and 84 Bishop Allen Drive from 5/20/22 through 7/23/22. There is
only one noise complaint, and the notes indicate it was from a noisy scooter in the area (appears to be unrelated to

Starlight).

22069513 07/19/2022 12:11:35 BISHOP ALLEN DR UNWANTED PERSON
22067064 07/12/2022 16:38:17 BISHOP ALLEN DR PARK & WALK
22066741 07/11/2022 17:54:38 BISHOP ALLEN DR PARK & WALK
22066738 07/11/2022 17:48:13 BISHOP ALLEN DR PARK & WALK
22063253 07/01/2022 21:58:20 BISHOP ALLEN DR NOISE OTHER
22058086 06/17/2022 18:57:32 BISHOP ALLEN DR PARK & WALK
22057078 06/15/2022 09:07:23 BISHOP ALLEN DR PARK & WALK
22051745 05/31/2022 07:53:06 BISHOP ALLEN DR DIRECTPATROL HI
22050265 05/26/2022 17:09:30 BISHOP ALLEN DR UNWANTED PERSON

Thanks,

Sean

Sergeant Sean Norton
Crime Analysis Unit
Cambridge Police Department
125 Sixth Street

Cambridge, MA 02142
snorton@cambridgepolice.org
Desk: 617-349-9765

Cell: 617-999-4602



§\\'//// Central Square
’/7 \\§ Business Improvement District

Monday, July 25, 2022

To: Board of Zoning Appeal

By way of introduction, my name is Luis Cotto and I'm the Executive Director of the Central
Square BID. | started in February and was in the audience for the March 24th Board of Zoning
Appeal hearing. | heard first-hand concerns of some abutters and participated in crafting the
mitigation strategy we committed to. | am writing to testify that the BID has upheld its
commitments to provide a safe place for the community to gather while being the least intrusive
to our area as possible.

As was conditioned in the March 24 meeting, we made significant programmatic adjustments
this season. We carefully curated a season that limited drumming and live music, both of which
were called out by neighbors. Some music nights emit no sound, like the silent disco party
where the only music was piped through the headphones of guests. Similarly, we've had
numerous dance performances where 100% of the sound was from pre-recorded music that we
controlled, and measured far below the 80 db(A) limit stated in the City of Cambridge Street
Performance Ordinance.

Unlike past seasons, we had zero instances of people coming to Starlight to complain about the
noise. | was contacted by Cambridge Arts once over the sound of loud drumming which was
later identified to have come from a busking group on Mass Ave. Outside of this, there were no
official complaints that we know of to the City with regards to Starlight. We created avenues for
feedback directly to the BID, too, and received one comment, which we are working on
addressing.

| do believe that we have come a long way since Season Two. | thank you for your time hearing
our case. As an organization, we are committed to being an upstanding neighbor.

Culturally yours,

Luis


https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/artscouncil/programfiles/streetperformerprogram/2019streetperformerordinance.pdf
https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/artscouncil/programfiles/streetperformerprogram/2019streetperformerordinance.pdf

Erik Sarno

88 Columbia St. APT 3
Cambridge, MA 02139
(845) 527-5355
erik@centralsqg.org

25th July 2022

Board of Zoning Appeal

City of Cambridge Inspectional Services Department
831 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02139

To Whom It May Concern,

As an active member of the Central Square community, a neighbor on
Columbia Street, and a leader in local arts and entertainment, | am reaching
out to you in support of Starlight Square.

| began managing Starlight Square in May 2021. During each event, we closely
monitor noise levels with two different decibel meters, always keeping our
amplified sound below the legal limit. We have never violated the City’s noise
ordinance, and we work closely with the Cambridge Police Department to
keep our attendees, performers, and neighbors safe.

This year, we made significant improvements to lessen our impact on
neighbors. We reduced our schedule to include live music only twice a week
and reduced overall programming on the weekend. We reduced the number
of speakers we use by 50%. We also hired a full-time A/V Manager, Kay Chung,
who focuses on sound mitigation. Her testimony is also submitted on file.

As a result of these improvements and investments, we have not received any
noise complaints to our staff during events this season. In addition to staff
being available during every event, we have feedback forms posted around
Starlight, among other forms of outreach, as enumerated in the petitioner’s
presentation.

Starlight Square is essential to the spirit and well-being of our community. | am
hopeful that Starlight will carry on for the remainder of Season 3, and beyond.
Please consider permitting Lot 5 to continue our beloved community space.

Sincerely,

Erik Sarno



Dear Board of Zoning Appeals,

I am writing in strong support of the special permit application for Starlight Square. Starlight Square has been
the center of Central Square for the Cambridge community to celebrate, showcase artworks, have meetings, and
experience diverse cultures. Starlight Square has not only brought the community together but has also been
providing opportunities to all ages, from youths to seniors, to express themselves in different art forms in a safe
environment.

The Starlight Square's management team took the feedback from the last BZA meeting and we've been taking
extensive measures to mitigate the noise for our abutted neighbors. As an A/V manager at Starlight Square, I
measured noise levels throughout the venue as well as four different locations outside of the venue with a sound
level meter. The table below shows the locations of each measurement as well as the sound sources we tested
with. The measurements show that the sound emitted from the venue to the abutted neighbors was below the
city's street performance noise ordinance which is 80dB. As a precaution not only we've reduced the number of
speakers, we implemented a drum shield for live performances (reference the noise level difference from the
provided table below). We also treated the sound in stage monitors by detecting certain frequencies that
might've caused discomfort and reduced them in the system as a default setup.

As Starlight Square has become an essential part of the Cambridge community in the midst of the pandemic by
bringing joy, compassion, love, and human connections, I hope it will be continued to be so for the rest of the

season and in the future. Please consider extending the permit for the space to Starlight Square.

Sincerely,
Kay Chung

Starlight Noise Measurement (Noise Level in dB)

Pink noise Music @ 0 dB Live band Live band

Ambient

@-16.2dB

(Monitor @ -16.2 dB) | w/ drum shield

w/o drum shield

Left side curb

59

64

65

70

70

Left side curb
(across the street)

62

62

63

70

70

Back curb

56

70

69

70

80

Back curb
(across the street)

55

61

64

68

79




Monday, July 25, 2022
To Whom it May Concern:

My name is Heidi Martin and | have been involved in running the sound/lights for the Starlight
Stage for the last 2 years. | believe it is an extremely valuable asset for the Central Square
community.

As we all know, the pandemic changed everyones ability to perform and attend live
performances. Starlight gave the community an outdoor venue that allowed for us to host safe,
live performances of all kinds: dance recitals, plays, poetry, live music, roller skating, story
telling, and much more. It gave the community a much needed event space to again begin to
enjoy artists of all kinds, and engage in socialization while being Covid-safe.

Personally, | was unable to work for most of the pandemic, and Starlight provided me a space
where | could begin to earn an income again, and continues to be a space that | enjoy coming to
and running sound and lights.

Starlight truly is a special place where people of all ages, genders, races, and religions can
come and feel welcome and enjoy free events. No one leaves without a smile on their face.

This year especially, we have taken great measures to ensure that we are operating within the
sound ordinance. This includes reducing the amount of monitors, closely observing the sound
limit, programming a more sensitive variety of performances, and sound-proofing our stage
better.

| sincerely hope that Starlight is allowed to continue to support the community by providing a
quality space for the community to gather and enjoy events of all kinds.

Best Regards,
Heidi Martin



Berhan Duncan
July 25, 2022

City of Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeal:

My first experience with Startight Square was a CRLS springtime DanceWorks production. The students
had spent the semester choreographing their own pieces and learning each other’s work. There was no
possibility of a spring show indoors at CRLS due to the risk of the COVID-19 pandemic. After more thana -
year of quarantine that first show from DanceWorks felt like a magical opportunity. The performance
was a major success and provided much needed light at the end of a most difficult school year.

As one good turn deserves another, | approached the Starlight when a group of students at CRLS asked if
i could help them produce “A Chorus Line: Teen Edition.” The process of working with the individuals
behind the scenes at Starlight was very smooth, They are a professional and supportive mix of
management and tech and made the production of the musical a dream come true for my students,
many of whom (due to complications from COVID pandemic) were unable to participate in a musical for
over two years. The musical was a sorely missed annual tradition in our community. Maybe it doesn't
need explaining, participating in a high school musical is a major formative experience for many young
pecple. We are still so grateful.

Aside from offering a safe venue for outside performances in this most uncertain time transmission-
wise, Starlight has provided Cambridge and Central Square with a venue for upstarting entrepreneurs to
promote their products and merchandise. One particularly exciting Sunday afternoon | even made my
own personal fragrance after a brief tutorial from the business’s young owner, Starlight has helped
revitalize Central Square and they should be encouraged to continue operating.

Berhan‘Duncan
Cambridge Rindge and Latin School
Learning Community R Clerk



Friday, July 22, 2022
To Whom it May Concern:

My name is Abbie Cohen and | was born and raised in Cambridge, MA and currently
reside at 35 Magee St, Cambridge MA 02139 nearby Central Square and have been
able to benefit from the amazing development, installation, and programming that
Starlight Square has produced. | strongly support Starlight’s continued use as a
community space!

Starlight has been a space of community, activity, joy, and connection. | have attended
numerous events, shopped at Popportunity, and had the amazing opportunity to teach
free yoga (one of many events without amplified sound) to the Cambridge community.

I'd love to be able to continue to utilize the amazing community space Starlight Square
developed and has effectively implemented.

Thank you,
Abbie



Monday, July 25, 2022
To Board of Zoning Appeal:

Hello, my name is Kabir Sen and I live at 31 Bacon Road in Belmont. I grew up in Cambridge
and perform regularly in town. As a long-time resident of Cambridge and as a music teacher for
23 years at the Shady Hill school in Cambridge, | am writing on behalf of the people in my
community. I strongly support a special permit being granted to Starlight Square in Central
Square.

This program provides a very specific and critical need for the Cambridge community to engage,
socialize and safely celebrate arts and culture in Cambridge. It allows people from all walks of
life to have an experience together in an environment that feels safe for everyone. I have had
tremendous experiences as both an audience member and a performer in this wonderful venue. I
cannot emphasize enough how important this is for people to have this outlet during these
difficult times.

Sincerely,
Kabir Sen



Sunday, July 17, 2022

Hello Board of Zoning Appeal,

Wilth the music scene being on hold since the start of Covid and the final closings of
many entertainment venues, | find Starlight Square a refreshing inspirational event. Not
only that, it is a summertime outdoor stage for all forms of entertainment that otherwise
would not be available. It's a great start to rebuilding the musical world in Cambridge. |
ask you to allow them to continue providing the people of Cambridge and visitors this
wonderful stage...

Best,

Kevin ONeil
978-2210-8738



Tuesday, July 19, 2022

To Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeal,

My name is Knar Bedian, and I'm the Editor in Chief at Sound of Boston, a publication that
covers the local music scene. | wanted to reach out to share some thoughts on the Starlight
Square space, which | believe has provided a really wonderful opportunity for the local music
scene. With COVID cases on the rise once again, outdoor spaces like Starlight not only allow
local music to continue to be accessible to vulnerable people in our communities, but also help
all people support artists in a safer way. The nature of free events also eliminates any financial
barriers to attendance, which is especially important for encouraging the local community to
come support artists with whom they may not yet be familiar.

As the Editor in Chief of Sound of Boston, | can confidently share that Cambridge and the
surrounding Boston area is brimming with talented bands and musicians. I've written in NPR
about how one of the major problems these artists face is a lack of accessible venues—spaces
of the appropriate size for their fanbase and that are truly inclusive. This issue has pushed many
of our local talent to leave our city for bigger cities. Starlight Square has helped to address this
issue by creating another place for artists to perform and to find support from their local
community. As one of the organizers of the Listen Local concert series at Starlight, | have heard
positive feedback from both artists and attendees about the convenience of the location (T
accessible), the benefits of an outdoor space, and the excitement of discovering new artists.
Whereas some venues are pay-to-play and are lacking in inclusive, accessible approaches,
Starlight is a space where up-and-coming acts can connect with an audience without great
financial risk or issues of inaccessibility. The artists we have selected for our concert series have
all been local performers, and many have specifically expressed gratitude about the opportunity
to perform in the place that they grew up—in the heart of their neighborhood. | hope that
Starlight continues to operate for the second half of the season, particularly as we see students
return to Boston and begin to explore the neighborhood in search of local organizations to
support and ways to get involved with the community.

Cheers,

Knar Bedian

72 Kirkland St, Apt 21
Cambridge, MA 02138

Editor in Chief
Sound of Boston
(she/her)



M Gma il Nina Berg <nina@centralsq.org>

Starlight suppport

1 message

Liliana Jimenez <lilianajimenez25@gmail.com> Mon, Jul 11, 2022 at 3:13 PM
To: Nina Berg <nina@centralsq.org>, Erik Sarno <erik@centralsq.org>

To Whom it may concern,

Starlight has been an incredible, thoughtful, and impactful addition to Central Square. People love the various events offered, the
support for local businesses, and the encouragement of community building! Without Starlight, | know my business during COVID would
have taken even more of a hit, and | am not sure | would have been able to continue my passion without it.

I think it is very important to continue this community building project, and rather we just come up with awesome innovative ways to
address any little issues that may bother people. Personally | have never had an issue and walking by it so many times, | thoroughly
enjoy the liveliness of it all and | am pretty sure the people in Central Square love it too! It would be a huge disappointment and hit on
the local businesses if Starlight was to be discontinued.

Please let's work on solutions to continue to support a project that clearly helps grow Central Square in so many positive ways!
Liliana Jimenez

Instructor of Rumba y Timbal Dance Studio
857-869-1511



City of Cambridge

Executive Department

City Manager

March 21, 2022
To the Members of the Board of Zoning Appeal:

[ am writing to express my strong support of the Central Square Business Improvement
District’s (“BID™) application for a special permit to continue their award-winning work at
Starlight Square, which was established by the BID at the City-owned Municipal Lot #5 at 84
Bishop Allen Drive.

In June 2020, I exercised my executive authority to allow the BID’s use of the City-owned
Municipal Lot #5 for the creation of Starlight Square’s outdoor recreational and entertainment
programming as a safe, open space area during the COVID-19 pandemic. Since then, my office
has worked in close collaboration with the BID to oversee its uses through license agreements
with the City of Cambridge. Some of the activities that have taken place at Starlight Square are:
Popportunity - a weekly “pop-up” market featuring local, aspiring entrepreneurs and vendors; the
Cambridge Teen Photography Workshop Reception; ImprovBoston - Sketch Comedy Shows;
Central Square Theater Youth Underground Performances; Community Yoga Classes; the
Cambridge LGBTQ+ Pride Month Celebration; The Black Matters Juneteenth Experience;
Cambridge Community Television Local Music Showcase; Cambridge Rindge and Latin’s
Visual and Performing Arts Program Spring drama and Senior Prom; Friday Night Hype - the
Cambridge School Department’s Upper School enrichment program; and Cambridge Public
Health Department Flu Clinics. The special permit now being requested by the BID will enable
Starlight’s recreational and entertainment programming and other important City events and
activities to continue outside at the City’s Municipal Lot #5.

This space has continued to prove to be an extremely important community space for our
local art and culture organizations, and its continued use for this purpose will assist the City and
its public health efforts to remain resilient against potential future COVID-19 variants. It has
been a valuable resource during the COVID-19 Pandemic to have an outside place where people
can gather safely for a variety of purposes, including arts and culture purposes. The City even
used Starlight for the City Council inauguration during the Omicron surge when it was not safe
to gather inside for that event. I see great value in Starlight’s continued existence at this space to
serve as an additional asset for the City as a whole to come together as a community for various
events and gatherings. Thank you for your consideration of this application.

Very t your/
ouis A. DePasquale

City Manager

City Hall = 795 Massachusetts Avenue « Cambridge = Massachusetts = 02139
617-349-4300 = tty: 617-492-0235 » www.cambridgema.gov




CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
OFF]CE OF TH E MAYOR mayor@cambridgema.gov
SUMBUL SIDDIQUI " Phone: 617-349-4321

3/8/22

Board of Zoning Appeals:

I am writing in strong support of the Central Square BID’s application for a special permit to
continue their award-winning work at Starlight Square on Municipal Lot #5.

In early March 2020, Michael and his team approached me about this project. Then, space in the
city was at a premium and displacement was one of our biggest challenges. The BID’s vision for
Lot 5 was refreshing and creative. Once the pandemic hit, it became essential. Starlight quickly
became the go-to venue for community services and experiences from the Flu Clinic and
Farmers Market to cultural programming and economic development.

Over the last two years, I have held my office hours at Starlight; hosted a Bollywood night;
attended incredible performances by our CRLS students; and was inaugurated there as a
Councillor and Mayor this past January. Starlight has become an indispensable part of
Cambridge.

I have been in close dialogue with the BID team about how Starlight can continue to serve the
community and reduce any burden on abutters. I am more than happy to support any outreach or

meditation needed.

I look forward to working in collaboration with the BID, City departments, and you to see
Season 3 begin in time for the high school’s senior programming.

Sincerely,

Mayor Siddiqui
Sincerely,

Al

Sumbul Siddiqui, Mayor
City of Cambridge



CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL

E. Denise Simmons Mayor
City Councillor 2008-2009
2016-2017

March 15, 2022

Board of Zoning Appeal
Inspectional Services Department
831 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02139

Re: In Support of Starlight Square | 84 Bishop Allen Drive

To The Members of the Board of Zoning Appeal:

I am writing to express my strong support of Starlight Square, located at 84 Bishop Allen Drive,
in its bid to receive a special permit to continue operating in Central Square.

Starlight is now a civic and cultural amenity that hosts many of the defining events in the City,
from the high school’s Senior Week programming and Prom, to last year’s celebration of the life of Dr.
Bob Moses, to this year’s City Council Inauguration.

As a Central Square business owner, I have watched Starlight raise the profile of the Cultural
District. As a lifelong resident, I have benefitted from how many services it was able to transition outside
during the pandemic, such as the Farmers Market to voter registration, to the NAACP panel I participated
in. As a member of the City Council, I see Starlight as a path forward in the City for equitable use of
public space and a driver of vibrant, interesting events that bring renewed life into Central Square.

I trust the Central Square BID’s leadership team and Board of Directors to continue stewarding
this space, and I am aware that they are in communication with the neighbors who have commented on
sound impact. I am more than happy to continue supporting those efforts, and I respectfully ask you to
grant this permit so they, in partnership with the City of Cambridge, can continue to meet the needs of our
residents as we recover collectively from the COVID-19 crisis. Thank you very much for your attention
to this matter.

Sincerely,

55 S S

City Councilor E. Denise Simmons

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
(617) 349-4280 FAX: (617) 349-4287 TTY/TDD: (617) 349-4242 EMAIL: dsimmons@cambridgema.gov
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CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL

Quinton Y. Zondervan
City Councillor

To the members of the BZA:

I write in strong, enthusiastic support of Starlight Square and I urge you to approve the Special Permit
requested in case BZA163746-2022 without delay.

In these challenging times, Starlight Square has been a lifeline for our community. My family and I have
personally enjoyed many shows and events in the space including a beautiful celebration of life for Bob
Moses, Thurgood, a play celebrating the life of Thurgood Marshall put on by the Central Square Theater,
the Juneteenth celebration, Taste of Carnival, and even the 2021 City Council Inauguration. On the
weekends, Popportunity events have created real economic opportunity for our city’s young entrepreneurs
and artists of color. I love stopping by on a warm Sunday afternoon because you never know who you
might run into or what you might find to buy. These spaces have brought immense joy and there is truly
something for everyone, with entry always free of charge. At this point, Starlight Square has become an
indispensable part of our community.

I understand that abutting neighbors have raised concerns about the noise impact, and those concerns
should be taken seriously. I appreciate the Central Square BID’s responsiveness here, and their proposed
changes will substantially improve conditions for the neighbors. They are also committed to an ongoing
dialogue, which will be very important. While this seems like a good compromise, I do ask that you avoid
placing any further restrictions on the live music events which are essential to Starlight’s magic.

Any delay in this case would postpone Starlight Square’s opening for the next season, at a time when
most residents are clamoring for safe, fun social engagement. Please approve this application without
delay or additional stipulations beyond what the BID has offered so we can have another awesome
summer of programming in Central Square.

Sincerely,
Quinton Y. Zondervan
Cambridge City Councillor

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
Email: gzondervan@cambridgema.gov



These images from last summer show how important Starlight Square is to our community.
Top left: I spoke at the Juneteenth celebration.
Top right: Taste of Carnival, such a joy!

Bottom left: Several elected officials joined the students of Sunrise Cambridge at their rally for urgent
climate action in Cambridge.

Bottom right: ’'m pictured with Michael Monestime, former Executive Director of the Central Square
BID, during a Sunday afternoon Popportunity event.



Hello Members of the BZA,

The Central Square BID has successfully and legally operated Starlight throughout the COVID-19
emergency.

The requested special permit will allow the continuation of the Outdoor Entertainment and
Recreation part of the programming to continue. This programming buoyed the local arts and
culture scene for the last two years, and provided safe space for events like the CRLS highschool
prom, interfaith services, out-of-school time education programming, and much more. Starlight
Square embodies the limitless possibilities when we prioritize people over parking.

Starlight wouldn't be Starlight without these uses.

[ have been in direct communication with the Board and other city staff about ongoing efforts to
reduce the impact on neighbors.

Councillor Burhan Azeem



CAMBRIDGE

CARNIVAL
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ﬁ5) Cambridge Carnival International, Inc.

March 21, 2022

Cambridge Carnival International
144a Mount Auburn Street,
Cambridge, MA 02138

To the Board of Zoning Appeal,

Cambridge Carnival International is proud to extend its unwavering, and enthusiastic support of Starlight
Square’s special permit application at 84 Bishop Allen Drive. Cambridge Carnival International is a
colorful and festive celebration that is rooted in African traditions, and since its inception in Cambridge
nearly 29 years ago, has been a celebration of emancipation, freedom and expression. Our festival is home
to members of the Caribbean diasporic community, and our annual celebration plays an important role in
preserving Caribbean arts and culture in Central Square, Cambridge.

Starlight Square has played a special role in our journey as we have navigated operational changes, and as
our planning committee adjusted to life during a global pandemic. Cambridge Carnival International has
held its Taste of Carnival kickoff celebration at Starlight Square. This annual, family friendly event
showcases Caribbean culture and pride and features cultural performances, arts & craft vendors, music,
dancing, drumming, steel pan performances, and Caribbean storytelling as well as activities for children.
Caribbean food was made available by Comfort Kitchen, the resident food vendor at Popportunity. This
was a much-needed opportunity for us, especially since the Cambridge Carnival was canceled in 2019 and
was virtual in 2020.

Starlight Square, its mission and its programming has become such an integral part of the arts and culture in
Cambridge. Since its inception, Starlight has provided a multitude of opportunities for artists, performers,
vendors, craftsmen, and more. Starlight Square’s location at 84 Bishop Allen Drive is unique and versatile
and represents a movement forward for Central Square and its capacity for community gathering and arts
programming. We hope that Cambridge will grant Starlight the appropriate permitting to continue to
operate and serve the Cambridge community.

Sincerely,

“%cm 4)/ /M//w—/

Nicola A. Williams
President
Cambridge Carnival International, Inc.

P.O. Box 390468
Cambridge, MA 02138



From: Niko Emack <nbazelais@gmail.com>
Date: March 21, 2022 at 7:12:09 AM EDT

To: mpacheco@cambridgema.gov

Subject: Starlight Square, 84 Bishop Allen Drive

Good Morning,

My name is Niko Emack and | live at 341 Columbia Street. I'm a former staffer for Marc
McGovern and a current member of My Brother"s Keeper Cambridge. I'm writing to you today to
express my strong support for Starlight Square receiving a special permit (# BZA163746-2022).
Starlight has given a platform to so many diverse groups in Cambridge: small business owners,
artists, political activists, and students. It's become the heart and soul of our Cambridge
community and more specifically the Port neighborhood. Not continuing Starlight would be a
huge mistake. The Romans had the Coliseum, Cambridge has Starlight! | look forward to
another year of events and programming.

Best regards,
Niko Emack
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M Gma iI Nina Berg <nina@centralsq.org>

Support for Starlight Square

1 message

Alexandros Stefanakis <alexandros.stefanakis@gmail.com> Thu, Mar 17, 2022 at 6:06 PM
To: mpacheco@cambridgema.gov
Bcc: nina@centralsqg.org

To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Alexandros Stefanakis and | was raised in Cambridge, MA, and currently reside at 457 Mount Auburn Street.
Open and welcoming community space is imperative to the lifeblood of the city and therefore | strongly support
Starlight’s special permit application.

It has been a space of community, activity, joy, and connection with critical safety mechanisms in place during the past
two years that forced separation, isolation, and fear as the global pandemic surged. With or without a pandemic, Starlight
should stay.

Look forward to seeing Starlight continue to shine!

Cheers,
Alexandros



M Gma iI Nina Berg <nina@centralsq.org>

Starlight Square, 84 Bishop Allen Drive

1 message

marcus johnson-smith <mjohnsonsmith@gmail.com> Thu, Mar 24, 2022 at 8:22 AM
To: mpacheco@cambridgema.gov
Bcc: nina@centralsqg.org

Letter of support for Starlight Square in Central

Marcus Johnson-Smith
90 Fawcett St.
Cambridge, MA 02138

With businesses at 701 Mt. Auburn St. Cambridge, and a home business.

| support the ongoing extension of Starlight Sq. in Central. Starlight has given me, a lifelong resident, a platform to launch
a new business venture of mine, Fresh Pond Tea, and allow me to have a business in my community. Starting a business
is never easy and having a space to sell, meet customers, and share resources with other start up entrepreneurs is a true
blessing. The space has had a positive impact for me not only as a seller but as a creative as well. | utilized the space last
year to host my 10 year anniversary of another business | have, Kush Groove, and we were able to engage, entertain and
connect with other members of the broader community, in a fun, and healthy celebration.

Please keep starlight active. It is a blessing for the community in all aspects.

Thank you.

Best, Marcus

Marcus Johnson-Smith
+1.857.237.8422

bit.ly/37k8OLr




M Gma il Nina Berg <nina@centralsq.org>

The Impact of Starlight

1 message

ELIJAH LEE-ROBINSON <23elee-robinson@cpsd.us> Mon, Mar 21, 2022 at 2:13 PM
To: mpacheco@cambridgema.gov
Bcc: nina@centralsqg.org

Hello, my name is Elijah and | wanted to share a little about my experience with Starlight Square and how important it was
during a time of uncertainty and discouragement.

| took part in a group called Down With Design where we had a goal of creating a nurturing and supportive

environment for students and trusted adults, during the pandemic. We came up with event's that centered students'
voices and creativity, and through the challenges of gathering people and making sure we design the most comforting, fun
space for our community, we were able to provide those feelings of connection we were missing out on for the past year.

Without Starlight Square offering their space to us for each of our events, and so many other groups in our Cambridge
community, we would have missed out on that sense of community and togetherness that Cambridge is known for. That
you can feel by simply walking down our vibrant streets. Without Starlight Square, | wouldn't have met so many people
that later on, helped me achieve other personal goals of mine. Without this space, and the grind of meeting every week to
decide how we were gonna top our last event, how we were gonna gather more youth, how we were gonna make it more
enjoyable, | know the pandemic would've been harder for me mentally and socially then it already was.

So, | say thank you to Starlight, and all the amazing work they do and hopefully continue to do, and | hope you see and
feel the impact the space has had in the same way.



M Gma iI Nina Berg <nina@centralsq.org>

Starlight Square, 84 Bishop Allen Drive

1 message

Hakyung Kay Chung <kaycsound@gmail.com> Wed, Mar 23, 2022 at 9:33 AM
To: mpacheco@cambridgema.gov
Bcc: nina@centralsqg.org

Hakyung Chung
46 Pierce St
Malden, MA 02148

Dear Board of Zoning Appeals,

I am writing in strong support of the special permit application for Starlight Square. Even though I am
currently not a Cambridge resident, Starlight Square has been the magnet for me to experience more
Cambridge. Starlight Square has provided me with a sense of safe, belonging, and respect as a staff and a
patron. Starlight Square has not only brought the community together but also provided opportunities to the
youth generation to perform their potential as a performer, technician, or managing staff.

As one of the sound engineers who worked at Starlight Square in 2021, I have always monitored noise levels
inside and out near residential places to respect neighbors as well as comply with the city’s noise ordinance.
And I will continue to have our team monitor closely and comply with the city’s noise ordinance as a tech
manager this year.

As Starlight Square was the center of the Cambridge community in the midst of pandemic to bring lots of
laughter and excitement, I hope it will be continued to be so for Season 3. Please consider permitting the
space to Starlight Square.

Sincerely,
Hakyung Chung

l»_page5image29158160
March 11, 2022
Board of Zoning Appeal Inspectional Services Department 831 Massachusetts Avenue Cambridge, MA 02139



M G ma il Nina Berg <nina@centralsq.org>

In Support of Starlight Square BZA163746-2022

2 messages

Leah French <Ifrench@cpsd.us> Thu, Mar 24, 2022 at 3:21 PM
To: mpacheco@cambridgema.gov
Bcc: nina@centralsq.org

To the Board of Zoning Appeal,

| am writing to express my strong support for the special permit application for Starlight Square, located at 84 Bishop Allen
Drive. My name is Leah Hamilton French. | am a Cambridge resident (160 Chestnut Street, Apt 6, Cambridge, MA 02139)
and a theater arts teacher at Cambridge Street Upper School. | also teach theater arts after school at Cambridge Rindge
and Latin School.

Throughout the pandemic, Starlight Square has provided an opportunity for Cantabrigians to gather for community arts
events and other programs that bring the community together. It has also supported events for local students, such as
hosting the CRLS Modern Dance Company performance and a performance of monologues by CRLS drama students. |
believe this venue has become an important community and cultural hub and should be continued.

Specifically, | am working with CRLS students, led by two CRLS seniors, to produce a student-led production of the
musical A Chorus Line, with performances on June 3, 4, and 5, 2022. Students were not able to perform in-person for the
first 18 months of the pandemic, and due to restrictions on singing this fall, were not able to do a musical this year. We are
applying to the Starlight Square programming committee to hold the performances there. Regardless of whether or not
our programming application is accepted, continuing the use of Starlight Square as a performance venue would make it
possible for Cambridge residents to come together for community arts and performance events. | believe such events are
essential to our collective healing and recovery from the trauma of the past few years.

Thank you for considering my comments.
Respectfully,
Leah

Leah Hamilton French
she/her/hers
Theatre Arts, Cambridge Street Upper School

Nina Berg <nina@centralsqg.org> Fri, Mar 25, 2022 at 6:46 AM
To: Leah French <Ifrench@cpsd.us>

Thank you, m'dear, for writing. | so appreciate you.

N.
[Quoted text hidden]

Nina Berg

Creative Director

Central Square Business Improvement District
www.centralsq.org



N' Gmall Nina Berg <nina.e.berg@gmail.com>

Approve Starlight!

1 message
Dan Totten <dantotten@gmail.com> Mon, Mar 21, 2022 at 1:08 PM

To: mpacheco@cambridgema.gov
Bcc: nina.e.berg@gmail.com

Dear Members of the BZA:

| write as a neighbor urging your approval of Starlight Square.

What a wonderful thing Starlight Square has been for our neighborhood. This has been one of the only ways that our
community has stayed socially connected through this pandemic. | love going over there and catching a show or even just

to say hi to everyone who works so hard to make it a success.

Yes, | can hear the music from my open window. Sometimes it has even woken me up from a nap. But that minor
inconvenience pales in comparison to the thousands of hours of joy that the space has brought to our neighborhood.

The compromises proposed by the BID are beyond reasonable. Please approve this without delay so that the show can
go on!

Thanks,

Dan Totten
54 Bishop Allen Drive #2



M Gma iI Nina Berg <nina@centralsq.org>

Letter of Support for Starlight Square

1 message
Addie Warner <addie.warner@gmail.com> Tue, Mar 15, 2022 at 12:14 AM
To: mpacheco@cambridgema.gov
Bcc: nina@centralsqg.org
Dear Ms. Pacheco,
My name is Addie Warner and | was born and raised in Cambridge, MA. As a Cantabrigian, and local, | have been able to
benefit from the fantastic programming that Starlight Square has produced, and thus | strongly wish to convey my
support of Starlight’s special permit application.

Starlight Square has been a space of community and connection during a time that has made congregating difficult.
Pandemic, or no pandemic: Starlight must stay.

| have attended various events, shopped the 'Popopportunity’, and had the wonderful privilege of attending yoga classes
at no cost--all thanks to Starlight Square.

| ask that we, citizens of Cambridge, be able to continue to benefit from the unique and special community space Starlight
Square offers us.

Please consider this in your review to approve Starlight Square's special permit.
With hope,

Addie Warner



Monday, March 21,

To Whom it may concern,
[ am contacting you in regards to Starlight Square's special permit.

Abeer Abu-Rubieh
170 Brookline Street
Affiliated with: Transition House and Brookline Lunch

[ cannot emphasize Starlight's positive impact on our community enough.

2 years ago, we were all dealing with very similar feelings of fear, confusion and sadness. The
pandemic took a toll on many---and when it felt like there was no light, I found it at Starlight. During
a time of isolation, I went out to Starlight, the feeling of loneliness went away. Seeing the community
find some happiness within Starlight during a very dark and difficult time was comforting for mine
and many others' mental health.

Even with lowering COVID cases and mask mandates being removed, | and many others still feel
safer in open outdoor areas like Starlight as opposed to a closed space. This is why I believe
Starlight warrants an extension--while we seem to be no longer in the height of the pandemic's
destruction, we are still mentally trying to recover and in doing so, the city should provide a space
where those who are still recovering are able enjoy activities that not only support their healing but
also supporting small businesses/vendors that Starlight has provided since the beginning.

Please support Starlight Square and the necessary permit needed for them to provide a safe space to
those who continue to need it.

All the best,
Abeer



M Gma iI Nina Berg <nina@centralsq.org>

Starlight Square, 84 Bishop Allen Drive

1 message

Abbie Cohen <abbie.cohen24@gmail.com> Mon, Mar 14, 2022 at 2:26 PM
To: mpacheco@cambridgema.gov
Cc: Nina Berg <nina@centralsq.org>

Dear Board of Zoning Appeal,

My name is Abbie Cohen and | was born and raised in Cambridge, MA and currently reside at 35 Magee St, Cambridge
MA 02139 nearby Central Square and have been able to benefit from the amazing development, installation, and
programming that Starlight Square has produced. | strongly support Starlight’s special permit application.

Starlight has been a space of community, activity, joy, and connection with critical safety mechanisms in place during the
past two years that forced separation, isolation, and fear as the global pandemic surged. That said, as the pandemic
continues to wane (fingers crossed), Starlight should stay. | have attended numerous events, shopped at Popopportunity,
and had the amazing opportunity to teach yoga for free to the Cambridge community. I'd love to be able to continue to
utilize the amazing community space Starlight Square has created when the Starlight special permit is approved.

Thank you,
Abbie



M Gma iI Nina Berg <nina@centralsq.org>

BZA163746-2022

1 message

Gemma SHOOR <25ashoor@cpsd.us> Wed, Mar 9, 2022 at 8:38 AM
To: Nina@centralsq.org, mpacheco@cambridgema.gov

Hello,

My name is Gemma Shoor, | am a CRLS student and History Club member. | strongly support the special permit
application for Starlight Square. Although | have never personally been, many of my community members speak very
highly of Starlight Square and it seems like the perfect place to hold our junior prom. | believe Starlight warrants an
extension because it would bring so much joy and love into the Cambridge Rindge and Latin community.

Thank you so much for your time and consideration,
Gemma Shoor and the CRLS History Club



City of Cambridge, Board of Zoning Appeal
March 21, 2022
Re: Starlight Square, 84 Bishop Allen Drive (Case No. BZA 163746-2022)

To Members of the Board of Zoning Appeal,

| am writing in strong support of the Starlight Square permit extension under consideration at the March 24™ hearing.
This been a place of refuge and community building throughout an isolating pandemic, and its positive contribution to
the City goes above and beyond an alternative to indoor gatherings. There’s no other space like it in Cambridge.
Starlight has been an incredible opportunity for all residents (and visitors!) to connect with friends and neighbors,
learn more about our City, and support local artists and nonprofit groups. | hope that the BZA will continue to support
Starlight and provide craftspeople, food businesses, performers etc. with an opportunity to share their work.

| grew up in Cambridge, and currently live in the Riverside neighborhood - | have deep roots in this City and love
re-connecting with elementary/high school friends, kids | babysat, old teammates, neighbors, and others who expand
my awareness of community. | also work in the affordable housing field and advocate for more housing opportunities,
rental subsidies, and zoning reform to make our neighborhoods more inclusive. Starlight is one of very few places
where a broad range of folks, from all different demographics and backgrounds, can feel welcome and comfortable.
While | hope we can create a more welcoming City through housing and more supportive housing-related policies, |
am proud that Cambridge values this inclusive use of public space and extend (and eventually make permanent) the
Starlight Square special permit.

I'd also like to share two of my Starlight Square experiences that have been impactful. First, Starlight provided a
forum for my mother-in-law to start to sell her pottery to raise money for specific charities. Not only has it given her a
space to grow her own business (now she sells online and in other pop-up locations), but it directly contributed to
important social causes (educational initiatives, food security, etc.). Second, | attended a high school performance
last school year. When classes moved to zoom, students lost an essential space to explore their creativity and gain
confidence in public speaking. At Starlight, not only did Cambridge Rindge and Latin Students bravely perform
monologues, but other high schoolers from around the country joined them on stage. This engagement with students
from other states and backgrounds — especially when some couldn’t even see their next-door neighbors — was an
incredible opportunity that only Starlight could provide.

Please grant Starlight Square with a permit extension so our City can keep exploring and expanding this innovative
model for supporting diverse small businesses, providing spaces for youth programming and engagement, and
creating a low-cost venue for performing. I, along with many friends, co-workers, community advocates etc., have
been impressed and inspired by Starlight’s positive impact on our City.

Sincerely,

Becca Schofield
35 Magee St
Cambridge MA 02139



Dear Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeals,

The junior class would like to support the extension of CRLS’s special permit with Starlight Square. As
leaders of student government and juniors, we are offering our support for the continuation of the use of
Starlight Square as a venue. In the past, this location has been used to hold the senior prom as well as the
Danceworks spring performance. The Starlight venue has been invaluable to the Cambridge Community
particularly the students of Cambridge Rindge & Latin School and we hope to extend that use for this
years’ CRLS junior prom.

We strongly believe that events at Starlight are crucial to bringing our community closer together.
Following the pandemic, Starlight Square was utilized as a space for connection, performance, and
community. Considering the fact that the Junior class lost so many of these opportunities, we would like
you to allow them to continue their operations. We are continuously gathering support from our peers and
supportive adults that want to continue Starlight’s permit. We hope you give this your strongest
consideration.

Best,
ERES Student Government

Students Signed In Agreement:

Ishraaq Ahmed

Grace Clemente

EMAN ABDUREZAK

ADELINA ESCAMILLA-SALOMON
Alif Sheikh

Ling Fu

Irene Hill

Ellie Harmon



Friday, March 4, 2022
To Whom It May Concern,

| strongly feel that the Starlight venue should be given an extension. This is an amazing place
where musicians and artists can perform and show their artistry. This is crucial during these
times of hardship in our community and country.

My name is Guillermo Nojechowicz, and | m the Director of World Jazz Ensemble (WJE) and
Percussion Ensemble at Cambridge Rindge and Latin School, the public high school at
Cambridge Public School. I've seen my music students perform there last summer and it was
an unforgettable experience. The place and the location are just wonderful.

As a professional musician, | know how important it is to have venues like Starlight open and
available to great music and art.

Please do not hesitate to contact me for any further information. Thank you.

Best regards,
Guillermo Nojechowicz

From: Guillermo Nojechowicz,
drummer, composer, educator
Cambridge Rindge and Latin School
Visual and Performing Arts

459 Broadway, Cambridge, MA 02138
gnojechowicz@cpsd.us

www.elecomusic.com



M Gma iI Nina Berg <nina@centralsq.org>

“Starlight Square, 84 Bishop Allen Drive”

1 message

Jacqui Cesario <jcesario@cpsd.us> Mon, Mar 21, 2022 at 3:11 PM
To: mpacheco@cambridgema.gov, Nina Berg <nina@centralsq.org>

I am writing in hopes to persuade the Board of Zoning to extend the special permit to Starlight Square.l have been a
teacher at CRLS for over 20 + years. For most of my experience here | have worked with various student student groups
to instill a sense of community and belonging. Whether it was the senior class,my advising group or the CRLS Cheese
Club I always tried to help students organize events and programming that shared their visions of what "community" felt
and looked like. Starlight is the epitome of community.

Last year Starlight was instrumental in helping students feel a connection to the CRLS community during a time when the
school , staff and students struggled to stay connected. They opened their doors to seniors and other groups in the school
that longed to celebrate each other's success and achievement. They hosted traditional events that the class of 2020 had
to miss. The class of 2021 was indeed very fortunate and grateful to have been hosted by Starlight for their senior prom.

Starlight was the safe place for students and staff to continue and carry on their most cherished traditions. These events
help students transition from the end of the school year to the beginning of new "Adult Challenges." They graciously
hosted our events and also provided jobs for students in the summer.Many of our students were also involved in
programs at Starlight during the summer and throughout the school year. Some were even involved with the various pop
up ventures in the marketplace.

In attendance at the prom in May there were 380 prom goers, teachers, school safety , Mayor Siddiqui and
Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley.Some of the students had not seen their classmates or teachers in person for many
months. Starlight gave them this wonderful opportunity to celebrate their achievement and reflect on their four years as a
community in the school. This year the students would like to continue this tradition and will have the opportunity only if
the Board of Zoning extends the special permit.

Starlight created a myriad of opportunities for the entire community. As | was adding the prom photos to the 2021
yearbook | couldn't help but feel grateful for the chance to actually meet some of the students | had been teaching on-line
for most of the year. As | looked over the page | couldn't help but think , this is what community looks and feels like. In
closing | urge you to give the extension of the special permit to Starlight your most serious consideration .

Sincerely,
Jacqueline Cesario

= Prom 2021-111.jpg
1685K




M Gma il Nina Berg <nina@centralsq.org>

Starlight Stage/Board of Zoning Appeal

1 message

janet moses <mosezp@gmail.com> Thu, Mar 24, 2022 at 6:59 PM
To: mpacheco@cambridgema.gov, nina@centralsq.org
Cc: Zola Coleman <zolascoleman@gmail.com>

| am writing in support of the starlight's stage special permit at 84 Bishop Allen Drive. It was on the starlight stage that the
community was able to celebrate the life and legacy of my husband, Bob Moses--a national treasure in the annals of our
country's Civil Rights Movement of the 1960's. Our family's feelings of loss were assuaged by the outpouring of love
that the community expressed. Starlight is a space where the community can celebrate a neighbor, and a national hero.
Starlight is a life force in the community.

thank you,

Janet Moses



lmpl’o'agosioh

Mar 21, 2022

Board of Zoning Appeal

Re: Starlight Square, 84 Bishop Allen Drive
Dear Committee members,

I am writing to you as the Managing Director of ImprovBoston in strong support of establishing
the Starlight Square venue for a third season, and hopefully many more to come, with an
ongoing permit.

As a member of the Central Square community | have found Starlight Square to be an incredible
joy. It's provided a home for artists and vendors to showcase their work, a place for citizens of
Cambridge and the surrounding areas to come visit, shop, socialize, and participate in the arts.
In the time of COVID, it provides a safe space for being together. Outside of COVID protocols,
it's a lovely way to enjoy an afternoon or an evening outdoors, in a setting unique to Central
Square.

As a business profoundly impacted by the coronavirus Starlight Square has also given
ImprovBoston a place where we can perform and bring people together through laughter -
something integral to our mission. Starlight Square has helped many artists pursue their work,
and provided a place for patrons to participate in the theater. There is something remarkably
beautiful about watching a show outside on a beautiful night, with a breeze blowing over you
and the hum of the city in the background.

Please, help Starlight Square continue bringing joy to the Central Square district, and approve
its permit for this season, and many more to come.

Thank you,

WW

Josh Garneau
He/Him/His
Managing Director
ImprovBoston

620 Mass Ave Ste. 6 Cambridge MA 02139



M Gma iI Nina Berg <nina@centralsq.org>

Starlight Square, 84 Bishop Allen Drive

Helen Sullivan <hsullivan11@gmail.com> Sun, Mar 6, 2022 at 8:11 PM
To: mpacheco@cambridgema.gov
Bcc: nina@centralsg.org

March 7, 2022
Dear Board of Zoning Appeal:

My name is Helen Sullivan and | was born and raised in Cambridge and have been living here off and on since 1986. |
am currently a homeowner in East Cambridge. | am writing this letter in support of Starlight Square (84 Bishop Allen
Drive) receiving a special permit to extend services and programming. Starlight Square has been a wonderful addition to
our community.

My family consists of a 12 year old, a nine year old, and a nine month old. Needless to say, the pandemic was a
challenging time to keep kids healthy, engaged in their communities, and outside. Starlight Square provided a space for
all of these things on numerous occasions for my family. In October 2020, when Halloween had been canceled, Starlight
provided a space for my children to safely wear their costumes at the “Silly and Spooky Tales” event. Since then, my
family has attended several other events at Starlight, including a Pride Month celebration and Improv Comedy. In fact, the
Starlight Pride event was one of the first places | took my newborn baby last June.

In addition to providing activities for my family, | know that Starlight has also helped local businesses have a safe outdoor
space to sell their products during the pandemic. My husband is a small business owner, and we have commented many
times on how wonderful it is that Starlight provides this space to small businesses.

| am excited to see what the future holds for Starlight. | hope you grant them this permit.
Sincerely,

Helen Sullivan
hsullivan11@gmail.com
20 Palermo Street
Cambridge, MA

02141




March 11, 2022

Board of Zoning Appeal
Inspectional Services Department
831 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02139

Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeal,
My name is Yanka Petri. I live at 425 Massachusetts Avenue, Apt 208, in Central Square.

[ am a strong supporter of Starlight receiving the special permit, because as a fellow Central
Square resident, | know how impactful the events at Starlight have been to our community.
The warm weather is about bringing the community together, and unique outdoor places
like Starlight have allowed this to happen safely and positively. This permit will allow more
community members to take part in this unique experience. After 2 years of living in a
pandemic, we deserve in person interactions more than ever!! I feel safe attending events
Starlight hosts, because of the team's constant efforts to bring entertainment in a safe,
creative and welcoming environment.

[ have attended countless concerts, events, game shows and screenings at Starlight the past
couple of years. As a fairly new Cambridge resident, these events have helped me gain a
better understanding of my new community, I've gained cultural enrichment, ['ve
networked with local businesses and artists but most importantly, I felt welcomed and
loved by everyone, from Starlight staff, to the event attendees, to the Central Sq BID
workers, to the Popportunity vendors, I felt a sense of community that I had not felt in
previous neighborhoods. I cannot imagine Central Square without Starlight any more, this
place brings people and ideas together! Besides, if Starlight was not in Lot 5... we would be
left with an empty parking lot. What's the fun in that!?

Starlight is living proof that cool outdoor events ARE NOT a thing of the past, and that in
fact, they are in more demand than ever! The biggest challenge I faced this summer was
missing out on cool performances happening at Starlight because they took place during
my work hours, if we can allow Starlight to operate past traditional work hours, more
community members, like myself, will be able to join more and more events.

As a Cambridge resident, [ am asking that you grant Starlight permission to continue to
operate on Lot 5 (an easily accessible and safe outdoor space) so we can continue to
highlight what makes Cambridge so special, a diverse place for creative and unique
opportunities!



To the Board of Zoning Appeal regarding Starlight Square at 84 Bishop Allen Drive,

My name is Xia Rondeau and | am a born and raised Cantagridgean. I'm writing now to
express my support of a third season of Starlight Square in Central with an extension of
the special use permit at 84 Bishop Allen Drive.. For full transparency, | do serve on the
Starlight Steering Committee. | also was the Assistant General Manager for Starlight last
summer. Regardless of these ties, as a Cambridge resident who has lived their entire life in the
City, working in numerous cultural organizations that are not Starlight, it is one of the best civic
spaces our great city has to offer.

| came across Starlight and the CSQBID through my work at Cambridge Community
Televsion, where for the past 3 years | served as the Youth and Community Media Manager. |
now work at Harvard Law School. Cambridge is my home. Cambridge is my world. There is
nothing that means more to me than ensuring my city has an abundance of opportunities for
boisterous, progressive, and beautiful cultural exchanges. These are what makes Cambridge,
well, Cambridge. Without them, it wouldn't be Cambridge. I've watched as gentrification has
pushed numerous groups out of the City, especially in Central Square where I've lived the
past 28 years learning and growing. The work of the CSQBID and Starlight are true
beacons of hope and indicators that there is still so much work fighting for in the face of
so much community loss with aggressive developers and real estate investors plucking
up everything they can--everything that could, and should be, civic spaces.

| realize having a public, open air performance space in the center of a densely
populated area can be tough on residents. That being said, the Starlight team and the
CSQBID followed every single city ordinance placed on it and had nothing but the
highest regard and respect for its neighbors. | was there on the loudest nights: We were still
under the decibels set by the city. We were communicative to performers that they must be
respectful to our neighbors. Everyone worked together to ensure everyone was doing right by
everyone--and if that wasn't/isn't the beauty of Starlight, | don't know what is. Sometimes in
exchange for something great, some folks may be annoyed; however | cannot be convinced

h n f musi le, an mmuni r hr nin | ritical
space for the conservation of Cambridge culture. | cannot be convinced.

To be clear, I'm writing this letter first and foremost as a resident of Central Square
and Cambridge. Secondarily | write this letter because | absolutely love and adore Starlight and
everyone involved with it. Nina Berq, Matthew Boyes-Watson, and Michael Monestime are

trailblazers of contemporary civic space. design and creativity. Under their leadership
and vision, they've created something brilliant that captures and amplifies the vibrancy

and soul of Cambridge to a T. | firmly support the reissue of a special permit to extend
the use of the Bishop Allen lot for Starlight because | firmly believe in the love and
passion this team has for Cambridge. | know that nothing means more to them.

With that, | appreciate your time and consideration for the extension of Starlight,

Xia Rondeau, 108 Inman St, Cambridge, MA, 02139



M Gma il Nina Berg <nina@centralsq.org>

Starlight Square, 84 Bishop Allen Drive

1 message

Theresa McSorley <theresa.mcsorley23@gmail.com> Mon, Mar 21, 2022 at 9:53 AM
To: mpacheco@cambridgema.gov
Bcc: nina@centralsqg.org

To Whom it May Concern,

My name is Theresa McSorley and | live and work in Cambridge MA. My apartment is on Harvard St and | work on
Prospect St, near Central Square. | do hope you will approve Starlight Square's special permit application. To turn a sad,
unused parking lot into an area of social connection and creativity is something | believe we could use even more of
around here. Cambridge is a very walkable city, even the coffee shop | work at gets a lot of local customers that live in the
area. After being shorted social connections and events for 2 years because of COVID, everyone deserves a place where
they can feel safe, happy, and not so alone. Starlight Square does this so well; they are outdoors so everyone can feel
more comfortable about slowing the spread, the Square has ample space for a whole assortment of events, and the
people running it seem to really have a lot of passion to curate wholesome experiences. | went to the farmers market at
the square, where | could almost always take home my fresh produce sans plastic packaging (unlike the grocery stores in
the area). | also went to a Drag show at Starlight last year and | had so much fun! It seems like the girls on stage had fun,
too! I'm honestly not sure why the City wouldn't approve an increase in fun opportunities for their residents, but in case
you are still on the fence, just think about how you felt in April/May 2020. We are all still reeling from that, and we all need
to be together, now more than ever.

Thank you for your time,
Theresa McSorley



M Gma iI Nina 