


























Letter of Support for Shed Additions at 9-2 Bellis Circle 

Board of Zoning Appeal 

We are writing in support of George White and Karen Stevens, both residing at 9-2 Bellis Circle, Cambridge, 

MA 02140, in the BZA appeal of the ISD ruling on two storage sheds on their property at 9-2 Bellis Circle. 

We are residents of Bellis Circle and believe that the sheds in question should be allowed to stand. They are 

enhancements to the property, in keeping with the style of the existing home structures, and are appropriate 

additions to the residence and the neighborhood. 

Sincerely, 

Katie Giraldi  

William Giraldi  

39A Bellis Circle 

 

Anthony Keefe and Rachel Cane 

9-6 Bellis Circle, Cambridge MA 02140 

Sonia Pérez-Villanueva & Roger Berry 

37 Bellis Circle, Cambridge, MA, 02140.  

Jonathan Haber and Magdalena Georgieva 

11 Bellis Circle 

(Note: Additional signatures forthcoming, multiple neighbors have expressed support -GRW) 
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To whom it may concern,

We believe that the shed structures we have erected at 9-2 Bellis Circle should be
allowed to remain for accessory use.

We are long-time occupants of the property at 9-2 Bellis Circle, having purchased
the home in 2003. Neither shed is used for lodging, they do not exceed 25% of the
gross floor area of the property for a town home structure, nor 15% of the total lot
area. They are closer to the property line than permitted under Article 4.21 of the
Cambridge Zoning Ordinance (and one of the structures may be closer to the
primary building than permitted). However, we believe that the structures are
similar in their placement, dimensions, and styling to other storage structures in the
neighborhood that have been permitted or are not the subject of complaint. In
addition, we believe that the sheds do not significantly increase the GFA of thee
property, given the rules for town homes.

There are two shed structures on the property. Neither shed has a foundation and
they are not permanent building structures.

The first, located at the end of our driveway, is used for the storage of bicycles and
bicycle equipment, plus enclosed storage for trash and compost bins. Out property
is a middle town house, with no direct street frontage beyond the driveway space.
The front of our lot provides no space for the storage of trash, recycling, or compost
containers, and there is no other accommodation available, as the 9 Bellis Circle
townhouses are not a condominium and have no shared facilities. Prior to putting
up the shed, we had to store our bins in the open, which is both unsightly and made
them vulnerable to scavengers. In fact, our city-issued compost bin was damaged
by a raccoon or squirrel before we had then shed (they chewed through the top).
We also had no other location for secure bicycle storage prior to erecting the shed.
Due to the small size and location of our lot, building a shed that enabled vertical
storage of our bicycles in ideal.

The second shed is used for tool storage only. Although it is closer to the property
line and our primary structure than specified by code, we believe that it is vital to
provide this additional storage. The design of our town home does not provide
enough storage and due to its design (an open space without a basement) it is not
possible to increase the storage capacity with the man structure.
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In addition, the sheds have been designed to accommodate green roof surfaces
that provide as much green space as the footprint of the sheds themselves.

Outside of the single complaint, for a neighbor who is an abutter but does not
typically reside at their property, we have received strong support from the other
residents of Bellis Circle in our request to retain the sheds, as-is and without
modification. In addition to the note of support attached when our appeal was filed,
we have gotten additional verbal and written support from others on our block. We
have received comments that the structures in questions "are the best looking
sheds on the street" and an enhancement to the property. Having these sheds are
vital to our ability to remain in our home and as residents of Cambridge, and we ask
for permission to retain them.

Sincerely, George White and Karen Stevens 9-2 Bellis Circle, Cambridge, MA 02140
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From: Matthew Leeds <mleeds001@gmail.com> 

Date: Fri, Jun 23, 2023 at 3:35 PM 

Subject: backyard shed of George White and Karen Stevens 

To: George White <stonehippo@gmail.com> and Karen Stevens <kaswhy@hey.com> 

 

I'm writing to support the request of George White and Karen Stevens to keep the shed in 

their  backyard at 9 Bellis Circle, #2 in Cambridge.  I am their next door neighbor.   

 

Their shed does not have any adverse impact on my property.  I understand and support 

their wish to have a bit of additional storage.   

 

Best, 

 

Matthew Leeds 

 

9 Bellis Circle, #3 

Cambridge, MA 

(617) 354-2675 
 

mailto:mleeds001@gmail.com
mailto:stonehippo@gmail.com
mailto:kaswhy@hey.com




From: Susan <suzan_wolpow@msn.com> 
Date: Mon, Jun 26, 2023 at 3:37 PM 
Subject: In support of shed remaining as currently placed 
To: George White <stonehippo@hey.com> 
 
To Whom It May Comcern 
My husband Richard Gill and I live directly across the street from George White and Karen 
Steven’s home at 9-3 Bellis Circle. We are in unit 5 of the 111 Sherman St condo association 
and our home in on Bellis Circle and the corner of Sherman St. 
We are in support of their bid for a variance to allow them to keep the shed they’d built for 
the rear of their home.  
We don’t see any problem with this at all. 
Sincerely, 
Suzan Wolpow-Gill and Richard Gill 
111 Sherman St, Cambridge, MA 
 
Suzan Wolpow, from my iPad 
 



From: "daimiru@gmail.com" <daimiru@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Jun 26, 2023 at 1:19 PM 
Subject: Re: 9 Bellis Shed Update 
To: George White <stonehippo@hey.com> 
 
Sure, letter below (I think the best bet for obtaining a variance is to emphasize the 
community impact). 
 
As a resident at 9-4 Bellis Circle, I am writing in support of a variance for the rear shed of my 
neighbor George White and his family, at 9-2 Bellis Circle. 
His row house does not have any basement storage, and without exterior storage there is 
no reasonable way for his family to store essential tools such as grounds-keeping 
equipment or bicycles. 
His backyard shed is not visible from the street. Removing it will only have a negative 
impact on our community. 
- Daniel Margo 
 



From: Nick Keramaris <nkeramaris@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Jun 26, 2023 at 9:45 AM 
Subject: Re: 9 Bellis Shed Update 
To: George White <stonehippo@hey.com> 
 
Hi George,  
 
I'm the neighbor at 6 Bellis Circle, Unit F.  I support the shed fully.  1,000%.  I think it's the 
greatest thing ever.   
 
Thanks,  
Nick Keramaris 
 



Michael and Lakshmi Siegell 

33 Bellis Circle 

Cambridge, MA 02140 

                                               6/26/2023 

To: WBZ 

Re: Shed at 9 Bellis Circle 

 

Gree�ngs, 

    We are wri�ng to voice our strong support for George White and Family’s reten�on of their small shed 
in their property at 9 Bellis Circle.  Their request seems completely reasonable, their need for this shed is 
obvious and the possibility that it might nega�vely affect neighbors around them seems almost zero.   

    As long�me neighbors of theirs -we have lived on Bellis Circle since 1980- we know how having the 
shed would greatly relieve this family’s needs for a �ny bit of more space and storage in a very small 
property that has no real expansion possibili�es.  

     We urge the City to grant this modest request to maintain the shed on their property at 9 Bellis Circle. 

 

                           Respec�ully, 

                           Michael and Lakshmi Siegell 

   

 



From: Maureen Whitehouse 39Bellis <maureenwhitehouse16@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Jun 26, 2023 at 9:05 AM 
Subject: Re: 9 Bellis Shed Update 
To: George White <stonehippo@hey.com> 
 
Letter of Support for Shed Additions at 9-2 Bellis Circle 
 
 
Board of Zoning Appeal 
I am writing in support of George White and Karen Stevens, both residing at 9-2 
Bellis Circle, Cambridge, MA 02140, in the BZA appeal of the the storage shed on 
their property at 9-2 Bellis Circle. 
I am a resident of Bellis Circle and believe that this rear shed in question should 
be allowed to stand. It is an enhancement to the property, in keeping with the 
style of the existing home structures, and an appropriate addition to the 
residence and the neighborhood. 
Sincerely, 

Maureen Mueller 

39 D Bellis Circle  
 



From: Matthew Leeds <mleeds001@gmail.com> 
Date: Fri, Jun 23, 2023 at 3:35 PM 
Subject: backyard shed of George White and Karen Stevens 
To: George White <stonehippo@gmail.com> and Karen Stevens <kaswhy@hey.com> 
 
I'm writing to support the request of George White and Karen Stevens to keep the shed in 
their  backyard at 9 Bellis Circle, #2 in Cambridge.  I am their next door neighbor.   
 
Their shed does not have any adverse impact on my property.  I understand and support 
their wish to have a bit of additional storage.   
 
Best, 
 
Matthew Leeds 
 
9 Bellis Circle, #3 
Cambridge, MA 
(617) 354-2675 
 

mailto:mleeds001@gmail.com
mailto:stonehippo@gmail.com
mailto:kaswhy@hey.com


Existing Conditions Requested Conditions Ordinance Requirements
TOTAL GROSS FLOOR AREA 1191 1226.5 1200 (max.)
LOT AREA 1173 1173 1173 (min.)
RATIO OF GROSS FLOOR 
AREA TO LOT AREA 1.01 1.07 0
LOT AREA OF EACH 
DWELLING UNIT 480 480 480
SIZE OF LOT WIDTH 20 20 20

DEPTH 48.5 48.5 48.5
SETBBACKS IN FEET FRONT 8.5 8.5 8.5

REAR 14 14 14
LEFT SIDE 0 0 0
RIGHT SIDE 0 0 0

SIZE OF BUILDING HEIGHT 28 28 28
WIDTH 20 20 20
LENGTH 48.5 48.5 48.5

RATIO OF USABLE OPEN 
SPACE TO LOT AREA: 0.5 0.5 0.5
NO. OF DWELLING UNITS 1 1 1
NO. OF PARKING SPACES 1 1 1
NO. OF LOADING AREAS 0 0 0
DISTANCE TO NEAREST 
BUILDING ON SAME LOT 0 4.63 10

wooden storage shed in rear 
yard ~8.25'x4.3'
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