
 

CAMBRIDGE LICENSE COMMISSION 
NICOLE MURATI FERRER

CHAIRPERSON | BOARD MEMBER 

CHRISTINE A. ELOW
POLICE COMMISSIONER | BOARD MEMBER 

 

THOMAS CAHILL, JR. 
FIRE CHIEF | BOARD MEMBER 

 

831 MASSACHUSETTS AVE, CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

TELEPHONE (617) 349-6140  |  FACSIMILE (617) 349-6148  |  TTY/TTD (617) 349-6112 
LICENSE@CAMBRIDGEMA.GOV | WWW.CAMBRIDGEMA.GOV/LICENSE 

 
 
 

MINUTES 
Friday, January 12, 2024, 10:00 a.m. 
By Remote Participation Via Zoom 

 
This meeting was held remotely in accordance with Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023 adopted by 

Massachusetts General Court and approved by the Governor. 
 

Board Members (All Present): Nicole Murati Ferrer, Christine A. Elow, and Thomas Cahill, Jr.  
  

Staff Member Present:  
  

Decisions:  All decisions were 3-0, unless otherwise indicated, and by roll call.  
 
 
1. Disciplinary Checkraise, LLC d/b/a Lord Hobo, 92 Hampshire Street, Common victualler All 
Alcohol License #11365, for possible cancellation, revocation or indefinite suspension of the license for 
the alleged transferring of the beneficial interest of the license without approval, changing manager of 
record without approval/operating without a manager of record, and/or for making false statements in 
the license renewal application in violation of G. L. c. 138, §§ 15A, 23 & 64, and 204 C.M.R. 2.01(8), and 

    
 

Decision:  No vote/matter taken off agenda. 
 
2. Application #250100 Rebelle Artisan Bagels, LLC d/b/a Rebelle Artisan Bagels, 249 Third 
Street, for a New Common Victualler License with seating for 20, additional standing room for 55 inside, 
and 8 seasonal patio seats on public property with proposed hours of 7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Lauren Chubbuck as proposed manager of a premises described as: There is a basement 
for storage otherwise there is a room for guests, including a public bathroom. Then we have a kitchen, 
and a room for the sandwich unit. There are no doors in between rooms so no fire hazards. 
 

Present:  Lauren Chubbuck; and Darcy Coleman. 
 

Documents Considered:  Application and documents attached thereto. 
 

Summary:  They are a from scratch bakery, make bagels by hand, hand roll and boil, make 
cream cheeses from scratch  use local products.  They will offer an array of pastries, their most popular 
one is the homemade pop tarts.  They make the pie dough from scratch and icings; homemade style pop 
tart.  Do some sandwich options, but mostly concentrate on offering bagels and cream cheese.  They will 
have a full service coffee bar and will be Kosher.  The basement level is not open to the public, it is for 
employee use only.  They will be closed on weekends but will ask to operate on those days if they find 
that the public need arises.   

 
The applicant, on their own, published an advertisement as to the application on the Cambridge 

Chronicle on December 29, 2023.  They sent notices to the abutters on January 8, 2024.   



Board of License Commissioners
Meeting Minutes January 12, 2024
Page 2 of 9
 
 

 

Decision:  Granted, pending an administrative review, if necessary, on February 1, 2024.   
 
3. Application #251896 Teaholic, LLC d/b/a Teaholic, 205 Broadway, for a New Common 
Victualler License with seating for 15, an inside total occupancy of 19, and 12 patio seats on private 
property with proposed hours of 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. all days. Qijun Zheng as proposed manager of a 
premises described as: Total 960 sq. ft. located on the first floor of the building. The store has two units 
combined, both with public access. The kitchen and storage is located at the right side unit of the 
premises. The premises has two entrances in the front and one exit to the garage of the building. It has 
two ceiling speakers playing music on the left side of the premises which is the dining area. 
 

Present:  Qijun Zheng. 
 

Documents Considered:  Application and documents attached thereto. 
 

Summary:  They will concentrate on boba tea but will also have coffee.  Bobba tea mix with milk 
and tea and refreshers and morning coffee as well.  They are hoping to do some desserts too, and offer 
macaroons and miso cakes.  As of now will be ordering from wholesaler but they have an intent to be 
able to use the kitchen and prepare the goods on site, so they want to continue with the licensing of a 
common victualler.   
 

Decision:  Granted. 
 
4. Application #238623 Dancing in the Dark LLC d/b/a The Cantab Lounge, 738 Massachusetts 
Avenue, General On Premises All Alcohol License #119855, for a Change of Manager to Kylie Connors. 
 

Present:  Adam Barnosky, attorney; and Kylie Connors. 
 

Documents Considered:  Application and documents attached thereto. 
 

Summary:  The correct application number is 250860.  They are changing from Michael Cronin 
to Kylie Connors.  Connors has experience in the food and beverage industry, has been working as 
general manager at the site since 2021, and provided TIPS as proof of training in the safe service and 
sale of alcohol.  Has not been the manager of record on a liquor license before and is familiar with the 
rules, regulations and laws regarding the sale and service of alcohol.  
 

Decision:  Granted. 
 
5. Application #250159 Colwen Management, Inc. d/b/a AC Hotels by Marriott Cambridge, 10 
Acorn Park Drive, All Alcohol Innholder License #10892, for a Change of Manager to Johan Castillo. 
 

Present:  Jon D. Aieta, attorney; and Johan Castillo. 
 

Documents Considered:  Application and documents attached thereto. 
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Summary:  Johan Castillo has more than 20 years of experience in the industry.  Castillo is the 
current food and beverages manager at the hotel presently.  Has never been the manager of record 
before and is familiar with the rules, regulations and laws regarding the sale and service of alcohol.  
Provided TIPS as proof of training in the safe service and sale of alcohol.   

 
Decision:  Granted. 

 
6. Application #238623 CFH 35 Cambridge Park Drive, LLC d/b/a Craft Food Halls, 35 
Cambridgepark Drive, has applied for a new Common Victualler All Alcohol License with seating for 100 
inside, an inside occupancy of 240, 20 outside patio seats, an outside occupancy of 40, and proposed 
hours of 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. all days. Shaelyn McGory as proposed Manager of Record of a premises 
described as: 4,261 sq. ft. on the first floor, with kitchen and Storage, main entrance/exit at store front 
located on Cambridgepark Drive, additional egress into main building not open to the public. Seasonal 
outdoor patio on private property. Applicant is also applying for an entertainment license to include 
amplified music above conversation level, live music with amplification, and a DJ. 
 

Decision:  No vote/matter removed from agenda. 
 
7. Application #249996 Shan Dong Dumpling House, Inc. d/b/a Dumpling House, 950 
Massachusetts Avenue, Common Victualler Wine and Malt License, has applied for a Change of 
Officers/Directors, and a Change of Stock Interests. 
 

Present:  Attorney Brian Lynch; Wenwen Cai; and Qiming (a/k/a Adam) Bing. 
 

Documents Considered:  Application and documents attached thereto. 
 

Summary:  The two current owners are staying but with lower interests and 4 additional 
shareholders are being brought in.  Adams, original owner and one of the founders in 2013, will remain 
general manager and on site 5 days a week (they have an approved 7-day operation although currently 
closed on Tuesdays).  Wenwen Cai is the current manager of record and will remain in that capacity.  All 
owners are TIPS and stockholders TIPS certified.  There are no changes to the day-to-day operation.  
Board noted the ABCC may require additional documents regarding the sale of the current interests and 
issuance of stock. 
 

Decision:  Granted. 
 
8. Application #249855 JKFOODGROUP, LLC d/b/a Little Donkey, 505 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Common Victualler All Alcohol License, has applied for a Change of LLC Manager, Change of Ownership 
Interest, and Change of Manager. 
 

Present:  Attorney Thomas Miller; and Kenneth Oringer. 
 

Documents Considered:  Application and documents attached thereto. 
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Summary:  This change comes about due to the parting ways of the founders.  Jaime 
Bissonnet  main portion was purchased by Oringer who will now own 85%.  The remainder 15% is 
held by IOV, LLC.  This comes as a result of a loan and within that loan, there was the promise of this 
15% ownership interest in the license.  IOV, LLC is purely an investor with no voice in the day to day.   
There will be no changes to the way the licensee operates.   

 
The current ABCC application discloses Wioletta Zywina as the 100% interest holder of IOV, LLC.  

However, it needs to be updated/changed as Zywina is the 50% holder and the other 50% is under a 
 needs to be made to the application is 

additional proof of financials (only one month was provided).   
 
Kenneth Oringer has extensive experience in the food and beverage industry, and has been the 

manager of record on a liquor license before with no disciplinary issues with the local board or the 
ABCC.  Oringer is TIPS certified, which will be supplemented to the application.  Oringer will be in and 
out and plans to spend about 30 hours per week at Little Donkey.  Oringer will provide the name and 
contact information of the manager(s) on site when Oringer is not on the premises.  Oringer states the 
persons in control will be managers that have been with the operation since the beginning about 8 years 
ago.   
 

Decision:  Granted pending submission of updated ABCC application and additional documents 
 of information as to other managers on site. 

 
9. Application #249799 Gustazo-Cuban Café, LLC d/b/a Gustazo-Cuban Café, 2067 
Massachusetts Avenue, Common Victualler All Alcohol License, has applied for a Change of Corporate 
Structure, Change of Corporate Name, and Change of d/b/a. 
 

Present:  No one appeared for the applicant. 
 

Documents Considered:  Application and documents attached thereto. 
 

Summary:  This matter was given a second call around 10:56 a.m.  This is a change from and LLC 
to a corporation and then the d/b/a from Gustazo Cuban Café to Gustazo Cuban Kitchen and Bar.  The 
matter arose during the renewal of the application.  There are no changes to the operation, interest 
holders, or anything else.  It is purely an administrative change to match state and payroll records.  
Although the applicant was scheduled to appear, due to the nature of the changes, and that there was 
no interest holder change and that all papers were in order, the Board proceeded with voting on the 
application. 
 

Decision:  Granted. 
 
10. Application #253164      Caissie Niles on behalf of Turner Construction for 3/14[sic]/24  6/7/24 
(no alternate specified), at 290 Binney Street, from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. on weeknights, for steel 
delivery, shakeout, and installation using cranes, trucks, generators, hoisting equipment, welders. 
Additionally, 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. is requested on 1/15/24 to perform slurry wall installation using 
hand and welding tools, cranes, trucks, and excavators.  The variance is sought to minimize impacts to 
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and from vehicular traffic on Binney Street and to allow for continuous placement of slurry panels.  Also, 
to ensure worker and pedestrian safety.  
 

Present: Benjamin Paskal; and Investigator Joseph Kelley. 
 

Documents Considered:  Application and documents attached thereto. 
 

Summary:  This variance will overlap with the slurry wall work on variance #247535.  Although 
variance #247535 will expire by the time this one comes into play, they intend to submit another 
request to have the slurry wall work continue through June 2024, hence overlapping with the request on 
this variance. 

 
This variance will allow them to accept deliveries during the second shift 3:00 p.m.  10:00 p.m. 

for steel.  The main reason is for safety as the delivery is for the large panels for the slurry wall.  The 
proposed start date for this variance is 3/4.  As to the request for the 1/15/24, it is to take advantage of 
the holiday to perform a slurry wall pour that day.  They already have a permit from the police for that 
day for work from 9:00 a.m.  6:00 p.m.   

 
The Board received no comment as to this particular variance but have received a lot of 

opposition as to the previously approved ones.   
 

Decision:  Granted for 3/4/24  6/7/24 and denied as to 1/15/24. 
 
11. Application #253167      Caissie Niles on behalf of Turner Construction for 1/19/24  4/13/24 (no 
alternate specified), at 290 Binney Street, to work continuously on four weekends from 6:00 p.m. on 
Friday until 7:00 a.m. on the following Monday, for crane assembly/disassembly and steel installation, 
using cranes, trucks, generators, welders, heavy equipment. The variance is sought in the interest 
minimizing impacts stemming from road closures to maintain public safety, and to extend hours to allow 
for the full scope of work to be completed.   
 

Present: Benjamin Paskal; and Investigator Joseph Kelley. 
 

Documents Considered:  Application and documents attached thereto. 
 

Summary:  Erecting two tower cranes, and each require a 500 ton crane to be directed and the 
500 ton crane requires 100 ton crane.  Each will take multiple weekends, and the other two weekends 
being requested because need to mobilize the other cranes.  Their intent is not to work around the clock 
during the weekends being sought.  They want to end by 11:00 p.m. on Friday and 7:00/8:00 p.m. on the 
weekend.  However, it all depends on the weather and the work, so if they work later, it is for the main 
reason to make sure the cranes are properly set up and secured and the area is safe for Monday 
commute.  
 

Decision:  Granted, with the condition that a Sunday work Permit is required.  
Administrative Matters 
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Unless otherwise indicated, all the below listed matters were considered and voted upon by the 

the papers/applications/matter before them.  The summary of what is considered is the identifying 
information of the matter as listed herein.   
 
12. Application #253302      Samantha Lennon on behalf of MTP Communications for 1/16/24  
1/17/24 (Alt. 1/22/24  1/26/24) at 311 Vassar Street, from 6:00 p.m. until 3:00 a.m. the following 
morning to perform a fiber optic cable reroute and splice using the power derived from an idling vehicle 
engine. The variance is sought in the interest of limiting service impacts, as a network shutdown will be 
necessary to complete the work. 
 

Decision:  Granted. 
 
13. Application #252989 Yasser Salahaddine  
 

Decision:  Granted. 
 
14. Application #252339 Ibsa Transportation LLC c/o Ahmed Hamid, 10 Centre Street, Unit 4C, for 
a new livery license.  Ahmed Hamid as sole owner and driver. 
 

Decision:  Granted. 
 
15. Board Vote [Matter Heard November 14, 2023]  Disciplinary, M&R Hospitality Group, 
Inc. d/b/a Moona Restaurant, All Alcohol Common Victualler License #11581, 243 Hampshire Street, for 
allegedly operating with an unapproved floor plan and beyond the approved licensed premises on 
October 26, 2023, in violation of G. 
9.2, 9.3, 9.4, and 14. 
 

Summary:  Upon hearing the testimony received and confirming the timeline of events, 
including the information provided to the business by the Department of Public Works as to the use of 
the sidewalk, it is clear that the business did not follow the required protocol but it could have been in 
part due to miscommunication and misinformation provided to it.  On the other hand, there were clear 
instructions and mandates provided to the business by the License Commission as to the use of the area. 
 

Decision:  Violation, one day held in abeyance for nine (9) months.   
 
16. Board Vote [Matter Heard October 25, 2023] Disciplinary La Fabrica Central, LLC d/b/a La 
Fabrica, All Alcohol Common Victualler License #11593, 450 Massachusetts venue, for alleged violation 
of G.L. c. 138, §§ 23, 64-  
Service/Sale/Delivery of Alcohol to an intoxicated person on June 11, 2023. 
 

Summary:  The Board previously discussed this matter and the testimony it heard during the 
November 14, 2023 meeting.  Part of the discussion that day was that the Board did not find the 

  It is clear that there was overservice of alcohol.  Unfortunately, 
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condition at the time of service.  Using common sense, there is a clear violation, unfortunately the 
current state of the law is not based on common sense but rather on very specific criteria for which 
there is no substantial evidence.  Regardless, La Fabrica must do better; they were grossly negligent on 
the day of the incident.  There have been similar situations at this location but due to the nature of the 
state of the law and the time when our public safety officials respond, no action has been taken.  The 
Board raised there are various things it will seek from the La Fabrica related to the current operation 
and relative to the situation. 
 

Decision:  No violation.  Order issued requiring La Fabrica to provide the following 
information/documents within fourteen days of issuance of decision:  (1) A full employee roster; (2) 
Proof of training in the safe service, sale and delivery of alcohol of all employees on the roster with 

bartenders and servers that may be providing service and sale to the same customer (i.e. at the bar, 
when you have two bartenders serving the same tab, what is the rule, policy and procedure to ensure 
the bartenders are communicating with each other as to the person(s) being served on that tab); and (5) 
What criteria is used to determine whether the police or Fire/EMS services are required to be called.   
 
17. Ratification of Grant  Application #250470,  822 
Somerville Avenue, Common Victualler License, with premises described as: Street level restaurant 
including kitchen, prep room and dining room.  45 maximum occupancy, Anthony Ackil as manager of 
record, with hours of operation of 10:00 a.m.  11:00 p.m. all days.  This is the same business and 
operation as what was currently approved, corporation changed.   
 

Decision:  Ratified/granted. 
 
18. Consideration of Meeting Minutes December 14, 2023. 
 

Decision:  Granted. 
 
19.  [Attached to Agenda but Not Listed on Posted Agenda]  Consideration of 2024 Renewal 
Applications Bulk review of renewal applications and of any alcohol license renewals which were not 
filed, see attached.   
 

Decision:  Approved/certified. 
 

One Day License Applications 
 
Unless otherwise indicated, all the below listed matters were considered and voted upon by the 

the papers/applications/matter before them.  The summary of what is considered is the identifying 
information of the matter as listed herein.   
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20. Application #252161 Sasha Fried-Snoad, MIT Open Space Programming, for an entertainment 
license at 292 Main Street, on 1/17/24 from 11:00 a.m.  1:00 p.m. for a networking event with patrons 
dancing, recorded music and amplification system. Expected attendance  100. 
 

Summary:  We are in the final stages of issuing an annual license for this location.  So this 
application may be moot, but we kept it on the agenda in case there is an unforeseen delay in the 
issuance.   
 

Decision:  Granted. 
 
21. Application #252164 Sasha Fried-Snoad, MIT Open Space Programming, for an entertainment 
license at 292 Main Street, on 1/28/24 from 3:00 p.m.  7:00 p.m. for a movie night with patrons 
dancing, recorded music, amplification system and theatrical exhibition/play/moving picture show. 
Expected attendance  200. 
 

Decision:  Granted. 
 
22. Application #253312 Veer Dedhia, Boston Intergenerational Dance Advocates, for an 
entertainment license at 1950 Massachusetts Avenue, on 3/15 3:00 p.m.  11:30 p.m. 3/16 9:00 a.m.  
11:30 p.m. & 3/17 9:00 a.m.  6:00 p.m. for a social dance with patrons dancing, live music and 
amplification system. Expected attendance  200. 
 

Decision:  Granted. 
 
23. Application #253609 Patrick Ford for a malt and wine and entertainment license at 1 
Education Street, on 1/26/24 from 8:00 p.m.  12:00 a.m. for a party with DJ. Expected attendance  
700. 
 

Decision:  Granted. 
 
24. Application #253676 Kevin Ebert, Harvard Museums of Science & Culture, for an all alcohol 
license at 26 Oxford Street, on 1/25/24 from 5:00 p.m.  9:00 p.m. for an open house. Expected 
attendance  300. 
 

Decision:  Granted. 
 
25. Application #253725 Joseph Juknievich, The Dance Complex, for a malt and wine license at 
536 Massachusetts Avenue, on 1/27 & 1/28/24 from 5:00 p.m.  10:00 p.m. for a dance concert. 
Expected attendance  100. 
 

Decision:  Granted. 
 

26. Application #253782 Jennifer Smith, MIT, for an entertainment license at 48 Massachusetts 
Avenue, on 1/15/24 with rain date of 1/16/24 from 1:00 p.m.  2:15 p.m. for a concert with live music. 
Expected attendance  600. 
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Decision:  Granted. 

 
27. Application #253731 Christina Mann for a malt and wine and entertainment license at 2 

 11:00 p.m. for a birthday party with patrons dancing, 
recorded music, DJ and amplification system. Expected attendance  75. 
 

Decision:  Granted. 
 
              
 
        By the Board of License Commissioners 
Minutes Approved: February 1, 2024 
 
Minutes Posted: February 1, 2024 
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