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APPENDIX B 
ORDINANCE EXAMPLES FROM OTHER 
MUNICIPALITIES 
NEW CONSTRUCTION:  C IT IES  REQUIRING SPACE  FOR RECYCLING AND 
ORGANICS COLLECTION FOR NEW BUILDING CONSTRUCTION  

As Cambridge considers requiring newly constructed buildings (residential and/or commercial) to dedicate sufficient 

space to trash, recycling, and compost bins, the City can look to other municipal examples of similar policies. 

Fort Collins, Co 

The City of Fort Collins, CO has language in their 'Trash and Recycling Enclosures' section of their Design Standards 

section that requires space for recycling and organics in all new or significantly expanded commercial and MF 

buildings. It focuses more on recycling but could be adapted to food waste bins. It mentions both indoor and outdoor 

features. 

Santa Ana, Ca 

Santa Ana, CA has this requirement for 3-stream Sec. 41-623 - Trash bin enclosures. 

New multifamily construction with more than three (3) units shall provide readily accessible recycling areas identified 

for the storage and collection of grey container, blue container, and green container or brown container materials, 

consistent with the three-container collection program offered by the city pursuant to Chapter 16, Article II of this 

Code, and shall comply with provision of adequate space for recycling for multifamily premises pursuant to sections 

4.410.2 of the California Green Building Standards Code, 24 CCR, Part 11 as amended. 

PROPERTY MANAGER RECYCLING/SOLID WASTE PLANS  

Cambridge has historically asked property managers of multifamily residences and commercial buildings to create 

and register solid waste management plans. This practice was discontinued at some point, and now the City is 

interested in phasing it back in. Many other US cities require similar plans from property managers. Some examples 

are described below. 

Alexandria, VA requires that all commercial businesses and multi-family properties submit a Recycling Implementation 

Plan. The plans should be submitted yearly by the property owner, business owner, or property management 

company responsible for the contracting of trash and recycling services. The Recycling Implementation Plan is an 

online form that asks about the materials being recycled, hauler names, container sizes/collection frequency, 

population of the building, and education methods for informing employees about recycling. If properties do not 

submit the form, they may be subject to a monthly fine. 

https://library.municode.com/co/fort_collins/codes/land_use?nodeId=ART3GEDEST_DIV3.2SIPLDEST_3.2.5TRREEN
https://library.municode.com/ca/santa_ana/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIITHCO_CH41ZO_ARTIVGEPR_S41-623TRBIEN
https://media.alexandriava.gov/docs-archives/tes/solidwaste/info/rip-form-flyer-revised-2013=1=.pdf?_gl=1*1lxhc9x*_ga*MTgxMTA1MDQ4Mi4xNzIzNDcwMTc5*_ga_249CRKJTTH*MTcyNTU0MTI5Ni41LjEuMTcyNTU0MTMwOC4wLjAuMA..
https://media.alexandriava.gov/docs-archives/tes/solidwaste/info/rip-form-flyer-revised-2013=1=.pdf?_gl=1*1lxhc9x*_ga*MTgxMTA1MDQ4Mi4xNzIzNDcwMTc5*_ga_249CRKJTTH*MTcyNTU0MTI5Ni41LjEuMTcyNTU0MTMwOC4wLjAuMA..
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Arlington, VA requires something similar for business and multi-family property managers. They must submit a 

Recycling Plan with the Solid Waste Bureau of Arlington County. Arlington uses the Re-TRAC platform to collect plans 

and provides a Toolkit as a resource for business owners/managers and property managers. 

Austin, TX requires property owners and business managers (whoever oversees the contract for trash and recycling) 

of commercial/mixed use properties to submit a recycling plan as part of their Commercial Recycling Requirements. 

The plan is a report of how the business meets several recycling requirements such as offering sufficient recycling 

diversion capacity to their commercial tenants and employees, providing convenient access, posting signs, and 

providing educational resources. 

Montgomery County, MD requires properties with seven or more dwelling units to report their recycling activities to 

the County each year through its TRRAC (Think, Reduce and Recycle at Apartments and Condominiums) Program. 

The program also provides education, outreach, training, and technical assistance to multi-family property owners, 

managers, staff, green team members, haulers/collectors, and residents to reduce waste and recycle more at 

apartments and condominiums.  

CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION WASTE  

Deconstruction Ordinances 

Deconstruction can be successful when there is a community culture that values the recovered materials, either for 

new construction or for the historical value the components bring. Deconstruction requirements often include a 

threshold for the year of original construction, since newer construction materials are less valuable (lower quality) 

than the older ones.  

PORTLAND, OR 

Arguably the best example of deconstruction ordinances across the country is in Portland, OR. The Portland, OR 

ordinance was thoroughly vetted with the community and the workforce development component was equally, if not 

more, important to the community than the actual deconstruction. It was fully embraced by the community. They 

already had a decent amount of building material reuse retail infrastructure, and this complemented that. Like 

Cambridge, Portland homes have a historic nature. 

MILWAUKEE, WI  

Milwaukee, WI also has a deconstruction ordinance that has been developed and passed but has yet to be 

implemented. You can read more about the status here. 

Mixed C&D 

Without policy, diverting mixed C&D from landfill requires four fundamental things:  

1) a rudimentary process called kick sorting or a sophisticated facility (or something in between) that can 

effectively separate the components of the mixed C&D stream  

2) a location that makes transporting the mixed C&D to a processing facility cost competitive to landfilling 

3) a processing fee that is competitive with landfilling 

4) markets, ideally some that offer value ($$). 

https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Programs/Recycling-and-Trash/Recycling-System-Toolkit
https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2018/08/en_checklist_propertyFINAL.pdf
https://www.austintexas.gov/urocommercial#:~:text=You%20must%20submit%20a%20recycling,of%20the%20recycling%20requirements%20below.
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/trash-recycling/recycle-multifamily/index.html
https://www.portland.gov/bps/climate-action/decon/deconstruction-requirements
https://city.milwaukee.gov/DNS/Inspections_Sections/Decon
https://urbanmilwaukee.com/2023/10/25/tentative-deal-would-salvage-milwaukees-deconstruction-program/
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There are many communities that have a diversion policy that leverages some financial or other incentive or a 

penalty to enable them to either capture data on or keep some of these materials out of landfills.  

There also exists an approach that combines both a “lite” deconstruction and demolition or C&D processing that 

runs the middle ground of keeping the highest quality materials at their highest value and degrade the lesser 

materials for fuel recovery or landfilling.  

SINGLE -USE PRODUCTS “UPON REQUEST”  

Cambridge is considering requiring food establishments using single-use products to have customers only be 

provided those items upon request (rather than for the default be that they are provided automatically). Several other 

Massachusetts municipalities have similar policies in place including the following in the table below. 

MA 

MUNICIPALITY 

STRAWS UPON 

REQUEST 

CUTLERY UPON 

REQUEST 

CUP LIDS UPON 

REQUEST 

CONDIMENT 

PACKETS UPON 

REQUEST 

Acton X X   

Buckland  X   

Easthampton X    

Gloucester X    

Hadley X    

Lexington X    

Melrose X    

Northampton X X X X 

Swampscott X X   

 

Furthermore, outside of Massachusetts, there are many other municipalities with similar policies and some that have 

stricter requirements. The City of Berkeley, CA has an ordinance that requires businesses offering takeout to charge 

$0.25 for disposable cups and provide disposable accessory items (e.g., straws, napkins, utensils) only upon request. 

MANDATORY FOOD WASTE SEPARATION  

As Cambridge considers designing an ordinance to require mandatory food waste (or “compost”) separation in all 

households and businesses, it can look to other cities that already have something similar in place. The table below 

identifies attributes of three US cities that have mandatory food waste separation for residents (either for multifamily 

households or all households). 

The three cities are: 

• Seattle, WA 

• Austin, TX 

• Boulder, CO 

  

https://berkeleyca.gov/doing-business/operating-berkeley/food-service/single-use-foodware-rules
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https://ecology.wa.gov/waste-toxics/reducing-recycling-waste/plastics/compost-labeling
https://ecology.wa.gov/waste-toxics/reducing-recycling-waste/plastics/compost-labeling
https://www.seattle.gov/utilities/about/plans/solid-waste/2022-plan-update
https://www.seattle.gov/utilities/about/plans/solid-waste/2022-plan-update
https://www.seattle.gov/utilities/about/plans/solid-waste/2022-plan-update
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/SPU/Services/Recycling/packaging/FoodServiceBusinessRequirements-Flyer_English.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/SPU/Services/Recycling/packaging/FoodServiceBusinessRequirements-Flyer_English.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/utilities/your-services/collection-and-disposal/food-and-yard/food-waste-requirements
https://www.seattle.gov/utilities/your-services/collection-and-disposal/food-and-yard/food-waste-requirements
https://www.austintexas.gov/zerowaste
https://www.austintexas.gov/multifamilycompost
https://www.austintexas.gov/multifamilycompost
https://ecocycle.org/content/uploads/2022/05/ARESOLUTIONDECLARINGBOULDERAZEROWASTECOMMUNITY.pdf
https://bouldercolorado.gov/services/universal-zero-waste-ordinance
https://bouldercolorado.gov/services/universal-zero-waste-ordinance

