Riley, Kate
From: scott K elley NG

Sent: Wednesday, January 15, 2020 228 PM
To: City Council; Riley, Kate; City Manager
Subject: Tobin SchoolWVLUS Project

Dear Mayor Siddigui, Vice-Mayor Mallen, City Councilors and City Manager:

| am writing in s upport of the Tobkin SchoolWVLUS project. Cambridge has a unigue opportunity in this moment to not enly build a net-
zero school, but sko o address inoeasing enrclliment in our public schook and mowve s forward in owr guest for universal pres chool.
This is a aritical matter of equity in ouwr city, and we should not turn away from it

As the parent of a young child who will not benefit from the additional pres dhool seats this new s chool will provide, I'm thinking about
the families in my community whose lives would be changed by having greater acoess to free or sffordsble preschool choices. My wife
and | grew up in Cambridge all of owr lifes, graduated fom Cambridge Rindge and Latin and both work for the City of Cambridge,
dedicating ouwr lives o serving the youth of Cambridge, and we got waitlisted on getting intz the Department of Human Services

Pres chool Programs . We are devastated. We know that high-guality early education is vital to a chilf's long-term scademicsuooess. As
a city, we have besn discussing this ssue for years. And yet like us, we still have many families who are unable to access those
opportunities for their own children. A5 I'msure you know, private preschool options in the area are simply out of reach for 15 and many
families. We now have a grest cpportunity to move us closer to truly providing equal educational opportunity in this city, and we should
take it

| know that opposition has beenraised bemswse of concerns about trafficand the number of children who would be served at this
lzcation. As with everything, we have to ask ourselves what we want to prioritize. b congestion during limited houwrs more important
than early childhood education? When we say “there will be oo many children in this building,” what does that mean for the families
whose children we refise to make room for? Of cowrse, we must do all that we can to address unintended consequences and make
sure that we minimize impad on abutters, but the ultimate pricrity should be providing cur children and families with the opportunity for
suocess. We talk often sbout an achievement gap in our public schook, but what we really have is an opportunity gap. it begins in
pres chool, and we have the chance to move toward closing it. Lefs hawe the courage to do that, and enswre that all cur children have
acess to a high guality, affordable, early childhood ecperience.

Thark you,

Scott Kell



