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May 17, 2018 - Fresh Pond Reservation Master Plan Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 

Submitted: Sam Corda – September 20, 2018 

 

Advisory Board Members in Attendance: 

Janice Snow (Chair), David Kaplan, Jim Barton, Janet Burns, Adam Corbeil, Jennifer Letourneau, 

Deborah Masterson, Purvi Patel, Candace Young, Claudia Thompson, Susan Agger and Jamie 

Porreca 

 

Advisory Board Members Not in Attendance: 

Ann Roosevelt 

  

Water Department in Attendance:  

Sam Corda, Vincent Falcione, Tim Puopolo 

 

Others in Attendance:  

Jim Wilcox, DPW 

 

 Meeting opened at 6:03 pm 

 Meeting Minutes: S. Corda 

 

Item 1: Review Agenda 

No changes 

 

Item 2: Meeting Minutes 

Deborah Masterson moved and Purvi Patel seconded the motion to approve the minutes from 

March 15, 2018 as written.  The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 

Item 3: Wetland Swale Design Standards 

Jim Wilcox gave a presentation on Stormwater Management and Enhancing Open Space in 

Cambridge.  He noted that the first choice for controlling stormwater is soft controls, such as 

vegetated swales and wetland plantings at the Reservation. The designs may include outlet pipes. 

Designs capacity is based on NOAA rainfall frequency charts and state standards for so called, 

“two-year storms” of one inch of rain falling over 24 hours. The goal is to treat the first inch of 

rain before it flows into water bodies.  The presentation slides can be seen using the link below. 

 
http://www.cambridgema.gov/~/media/Files/waterdepartment/freshpondreservation/advisoryboardagendasandminutes/Minu
tes/2018/presentationmay2018.pdf?la=en 

 

Item 4: Cambridge Public Schools (CPS) Ecology Education Projects at the Reservation  

Susan Agger, Director of the Maynard Ecology Center (MEC) and an Advisory Board member 

described the new CPS Science Curriculum standards she is implementing at Fresh Pond 

Reservation.  The new standards are based on research on how people learn and the importance of 

cross-cutting concepts of increasing complexity and learning by doing: planning, investigating, 

using evidence to support a conclusion, testing variables and using the internet to look for trends. 

Over the 2017-2018 school year 800 CPS students (grades 2-4) studied water and earth systems at 

the Reservation.  Please see the attachment A for more information. 

 

 

 

http://www.cambridgema.gov/~/media/Files/waterdepartment/freshpondreservation/advisoryboardagendasandminutes/Minutes/2018/presentationmay2018.pdf?la=en
http://www.cambridgema.gov/~/media/Files/waterdepartment/freshpondreservation/advisoryboardagendasandminutes/Minutes/2018/presentationmay2018.pdf?la=en
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Item 5: Annual Golf Course Landscape Report 

Adam Corbeil, Division Head Cambridge Recreation and Advisory Board member noted that the 

Water and Public Works Departments have been very helpful in approaches for managing the golf 

course landscape.  They are currently evaluating the condition of North Pond’s water quality and 

the extent of invasives along its banks.  The wet weather this spring has slowed some projects.  

All the drainage improvements are working well and there has been an increase in wildlife 

habitat.  Golf course staff are using integrated pest management techniques to protect the water 

supply. 

 

On safety: The gas tank has been repaired, upgraded and inspected by MA DEP and the project is 

complete.    

 

Working with the City’s Race and Equity team, Adam has worked to make the course welcoming 

to a diverse group of users.  They now offer an introduction to golf as part of two-week summer 

camps, provide golf clubs at City youth centers and a Tuesday morning golf program. 

 

Item 6: Revised Stewardship Plant List – Meeting#2 Report 

Dave Kaplan handed out a summary of the second meeting of the Board’s Planting Committee 

with our consultants to review and update the Fresh Pond Reservation Master Plant List.  The 

revised May 16, 2018 draft reorders the original eight criteria into two categories: (1) Planting 

goals and (2) plant lists and sourcing criteria. The first goal is now to manage the Reservation to 

create and/or restore native plant communities to provide native wildlife habitat and biodiversity 

that protects and improves water quality.  See attachment B for details. 

 

Item 7: Watershed Managers Report 

Drainage and Community Garden Project: Contractors are working on the punch list to finish 

the project before Fresh Pond Day, June 9th.  We also expect the Community garden site will be 

completed the last week in May. 

 

Landscape Maintenance: Vinnie Falcione is working on clean-up, aeration and slice seeding.  

Irrigation is getting turned on.  Mulching and replanting any damaged vegetation will soon 

follow.  Contractors are working on masonry repairs to the historic stone overlooks to close out 

Phase 1 of the Kingsley Park Project.  

 

Black’s Nook Fencing: Currently, there are approximately seven miles of fencing installed at 

Fresh Pond Reservation.  See attachment D.  We discussed replacing the temporary long-term 

fencing around Black’s Nook with a permanent option.  It was proposed that black chain link 

fencing is a very good option.  It is the most practical and has a low visual impact. 

 

Claudia Thompson moved, and Deb Masterson seconded a motion to select the 4’ black chain 

link fencing.  The vote was unanimous with Janice Snow abstaining. 

 

Item 8: Annual Reservation Volunteer Project Report 

Ranger Tim Puopolo reported that this year’s volunteer program was going well.  He noted that 

individual volunteers and members of partnering organizations devoted 1748 hours to restoration 

and education events at the Reservation in 2017.   Tim handed out a summary of previous year 

activities containing much information about volunteering organization, events, target zones and 

a look forward.  See attachment C. 
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Item 9:  Sign-up & Plan for Fresh Pond Day - June 9, 2018 

The event will run from 11:00 am to 3:00pm with setup starting at 10:00 am. The main location 

will be near the Drainage and Community Garden project. There will be music and many other 

things to do and enjoy.  A canopy may be available for the Board volunteers.  Signup sheets are 

available for staffing the Advisory Board table and for volunteering with Tim. 

 

Item 10: Review/Approve 2018-19 Meeting Schedule: 3rd Thursday  

- Sept 20, 2018; Nov 15, 2018: March 21, 2019; May 16, 2019. 

Janice Snow moved, and Jim Barton seconded the motion to approve the meeting dates for the 

next year.  The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 

Item 11: Preliminary Agenda for Sept 20, 2018 Advisory Board Meeting 

Eco-Counter/Fresh Pond user report, Long Term Master Plan Projects: Annual Update, Fresh 

Pond Day Report 

 

Item 12: Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 

 

 

Jim Barton moved, and Deb Masterson seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting. The vote 

was unanimous in favor of the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:58pm.   
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Fencing at 
Fresh Pond Reservation 

5/17/2018

Attachment D

Fence Type, Height (ft) Fence Length (ft)

Black Polyclad, 4 4,820

Black Polyclad, 5 4,357

Black Polyclad, 6 1,543

Subtotal 10,720

Galvanized Chain Link, 6.5 1,409

Galvanized Chain Link, 6 7,694

Subtotal 9,103

Garden (Neville) 557

Garden (Parkway) 260

Subtotal 817

Ornamental, 4 487

Ornamental, 6 471

Subtotal 958

Post and Rail, 2.5 1,487

Post and Rail, 4 988

Post and Rail, 5 246

Subtotal 2,721

Temporary, 2 406

Temporary, 4 12,165

Subtotal 12,570

Grand Total 36,629
*Updated 5/3/2018

*\\SCOOBYDOO\Departments\Water\Watershed Management Division Files\WatershedGIS\Dave\Maps\FP_Fences.mxd
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2’ Post and Rail (Wood & Mesh)

4’ Temporary Plant Establishment Fence

6’ Black Polyclad Chainlink

4’ Black Polyclad Chain Link with Ornamental Fence in background
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Fence Type, Height (ft) Estimated Cost/ft Distance (ft) Estimated Total Cost Source

Post and Rail, 4 $65 760 $49,400 Kingsley, March 2014

Galvanized Chain Link, 4 $37 760 $28,120 Steelco spillway, April 2018

Black Polyclad, 4 $36 760 $27,360 DCG, February 2017

Temporary, 4 $12 760 $9,120 DCG, February 2017

Blacks Nook 
Permanent Fencing Options


	FPAB minutes 5-17-18 SC-JS-DK
	FreshPondAdvisoryBoardMinutesAttacmentsMay2018_dsk
	FreshPondAdvisoryBoardMinutesAttacmentsMay2018
	BlacksNookFence




