
3 Bigelow Street

NOTES

NOTES

NOTES



205 Western Avenue

NOTES

NOTES

NOTES



105 Windsor Street

Concern 
about 

possible 
noise

What stacked up 
demand does the 
city have for uses?

Things the city 
would love to 

have

City- run 
preschool

NOTES
Concerned 
about noise 
from loud 

event spaces

Depends on what 
kind of 

community 
meeting spaces - 

sufficient 
restrictions

NOTES
City- run 

preschool

preschool for 
people who 
work in and 

around central
sq

NOTES

Limit 
events 
playing 

loud music



375 Green Street

Parking 
is very 

full

NOTES

NOTES

NOTES



9 Pleasant Street

NOTES

NOTES

NOTES

Parking 
is very 

full



96 Bishop Allen Drive

NOTES

Parking is 
very full all

the time

keeping 
zipcar is 

important

NOTES

NOTES



84 Bishop Allen Drive

NOTES
Level of 

affordability 
matters -  for 
low income

Damage from 
nearby 

construction. 
High density but
no pile driving

Include green
space + 

setbacks in 
any projects

NOTES

Mass & Main 
was supposed 

to have 
affordable retail,
currently vacant

Direct relationship
between people 
parking illegally 
on Essex St & 
elimination of 

these lots

We need
some 

parking

People don't 
know 260 
Green st 

garage is there

NOTES

Farmers 
market space -
pulls in people

& activity

Colocation 
with starlight 
makes sense



38 Bishop Allen Drive

NOTES

concern of 
scale in 2- story
neighborhood,

think about 
context

NOTES

NOTES



260 Green St / 45 Pearl St

Somerville 
warming/cooling 

center - some way 
to do that in 

Cambridge? Reduce 
# of people at this 

site

Day use
shelter

NOTES

NOTES
Loitering between
library & building 
next door. Make it
safer for residents

Branch doesn't 
function well here
- awkward set of 
spaces for library 

use, not 
welcoming design

NOTES

Came up on City
Council meeting
- feasible site for

affordable 
housing



689 Massachusetts Ave

NOTES

NOTES

NOTES
signature location,

opportunity for 
vibrant 

community center

Convenient
to train, 

accessible



3 Bigelow Street

NOTES

NOTES

NOTES

LC

LC - one stop 
shop for 

community 
engagement 

work.

RM - if it can be torn 
down. Appropriate 

for municipal 
building. Can it be 

attached to 
Lombardi Building?



205 Western Avenue

NOTES

NOTES

NOTES
LC - could the 

nearby 
community center
use it as spillover 
for what they do

RM
LC



105 Windsor Street

NOTES
RG - commissary 
kitchen has been 
discussed in past 
community mtgs

NOTES

NOTES

KD - Had an idea for many 
years. She is a public health

prof. Special care for 
homelessness and youth 
aging out of foster care. 

Program housing women 
who age out of the foster 

care system.

RG - this could be 
a museum, but 
priority for an 

active community 
space.

RG - there have been 
several mtgs over the 
years. They wanted a 

community space. 
Kitchen space, party 

rental space, meeting 
space.

RG KD

RG



375 Green Street

SG

LC
Rm

NOTES

NOTES

NOTES
LC- affordable 

homeownership

SG - this is a good 
site for housing. 
We should make 

it flat level for 
access and older 

people.

SG - lot across the 
street was the 
original Zip Car 

location. So 
proximity to those 
zip cars would be 
great for housing.



9 Pleasant Street

NOTES

NOTES

NOTES
LC - affordable 

homeownership

LCRM



96 Bishop Allen Drive

NOTES

NOTES

NOTES
LF- when the building nextdoor 
was built, the dev included an 

option to connect a future 
affordable housing building to 
the existing building. Bc of this 
connection, the new building 

could provide elevator service, 
meaning more space for other 

uses.

RM LC



3 260 Green St / 45 Pearl St

NOTES
LC - more open 
space alongside 

a bigger 
building. For 

children.

NOTES

LC - we can ask the 
library where the 

people who use the 
library come from. 

Does it serve people
who live right next 

to the library?

LF - concern that 
we will have to 

close the library 
during any 

construction.

NOTES

LC- would live to have 
high affordable, but 

then you're sticking two
large buildings next to 
each other. Maybe we 
add more green/open 

space?

RC - loves the idea 
of building on top of

the library. What 
about the shadows 
for people in either 
building? will they 

be cast in darknes?



689 Massachusetts Ave

NOTES

NOTES

NOTES

LF- I think the library
would be better 

here than current 
location. this library 
could remain open 

while other lot is 
under construction.

RM - as a trustee 
of the library. Pro 

moving library. 
More space, 

prominent space.

LF

SG - one advantage of moving 
the library is that the current 

location is along a bad stretch of 
green st for pedestrians. Moving 
the library to 689 would make it 

easier to access for kids and 
families. Library could include 

some kind of play space. Library 
as community center/space.

LF



3 Bigelow Street

NOTES

NOTES

NOTES



205 Western Avenue

NOTES

NOTES

NOTES



105 Windsor Street

these sites have 
less of an impact 
for housing, lack 
gathering space 

for public

does city hall 
annex need to 
move closer to 

city hall. just feels 
out of place far 
from city hall

NOTES

NOTES

NOTES

not many places 
address services for 
folks who age out of 
foster care - it would

be good to have 
more supportive 

services

services for youth 
struggling with 
mental health, 

especially in 
relation to foster 

care system
most 

important



375 Green Street

NOTES

Maybe the many 
lanes of vehicular 
traffic makes the 
corner of Mass 

Ave and prospect 
less comfortable

how is the corner 
of prospect and 

Mass Ave not the 
central gathering 
space of Central 

square

want places to 
pause and catch 
up with a friend 
are critical in a 

rapidly developing
area

NOTES

NOTES
wouldn't trust 

the soil to 
grow anything 

non- toxic

want above
ground 

plant beds

could do more
with this space
than a garden

could this site 
become a 

square (central
gathering 

space)

a community 
space like the 

new one in 
front of 

market central

most 
important



9 Pleasant Street

NOTES

NOTES

could this site 
become a 

square (central
gathering 

space)

NOTES
could do more
with this space
than a garden



96 Bishop Allen Drive

NOTES

it would be good to 
build something 

against that blank 
wall, but shouldn't 

block the solar 
panels across the 

street

shading them 
would violate 
the right to 

sunlight 
ordinance

how to balance 
this with 

affordable 
housing 
overlay?

NOTES

NOTES



3 260 Green St / 45 Pearl St

for unhoused folks: 
more housing, more
services, spread out 
services throughout 
the city so they don't
all need to come to 

central

goal: distribute 
load of unhoused 

services 
throughout the 

city

NOTES
it's a good spot for a
small theater. with a
large site, there's a 
lot of potential for 

other use cases

don't get used as 
much in winter. 

what about winter
activated space 

inside the library 
for kids?

an indoor 
track and 
other rec 

facilities would
be great!

want a better outdoor 
space that would be 

attractive for unhoused
folks to hang out in 

farther from the T, less 
in the center of things

NOTES
Would like to 

see library 
treated 
better

entrance is 
hard to find 
unless you 

know where 
you're going

love library location. 
there are a ton of 
nearby kids. we 

want our kids to be 
able to walk there 

independently

the 
construction 

isn't great. let's
put in a nice, 
new library

private parking lot 
on corner of bishop 

allen was 
considered for the 

central library 
branch a few years 

ago

good to 
keep library
near senior

housing

what about 
underground 

parking? 1 level 
below 

underground 
seems reasonable

could it 
support more 
parking above 

or below?

Keep the location of 
the library - it’s a 

perfect 
neighborhood 

location - just create 
a new building 

there!

NOTES

how about 
more 

housing 
here?

could this 
be a library, 
makerspace,

+ housing

want a 
community 
library, that 

feels safe and 
welcoming

most 
important

our kids won't go 
to that library! 
they don't feel 
comfortable 

around the library



689 Massachusetts Ave

just renovate 
along the street, 
could be mixed 

use and put 
affordable 

housing behind it?

NOTES
bring city hall
annex offices 
closer to city 

hall?

NOTES museum?

new 
location for

Amigos 
school?

Community center? It's 
hard to say what would be 

the best use without 
knowing what it's like on 

the inside, and which 
aspects of the construction 

could be altered/not.

social
clubs?

a historic building 
right on Mass Ave 

isn't the right 
place for 

unhoused 
services

more 
housing is
a priority

NOTES

could be 
temporary or 
permanent 

relocation of 
library

don't want to 
negatively impact 
neighboring small 
businesses if there 
are unhoused folks 
coming in and out 

all day

location 
for the 

library??
1

respite for 
unhoused folks - a
place for police to 
bring folks for 24 
hours and receive 

services



84 Bishop Allen Drive

NOTES
BM - 

probably 
prefer a 15 

story building

NOTES
BM - yes to 

poportunity, like
to maintain 

something like it

NOTES
LC - big fan of 

starlight. a Bow 
Market- type space

would be great. 
Bow is $$$.

LC- 
Starlight is 
a place for 
local youth

BM - definitely 
want some 

kind of 
Starlight to 
continue.

RG - concerned that 
contruction would shut 

down the farmers market. 
would like to see the 

farmers market expand. 
Indoor space to sell wares 

in the winter.

GL- would love to 
keep star market. 
How can we keep 
the markek open 

during 
construction.

LC - we will need
to coordinate 

with MA 
Farmers 
Markets

RM

RM - love to keep startlight 
and flexible space. Knowing

there will be a Starlight 
long- term helps the event 

producers plan in advance. 
Lots of youth involved in 

the programming currently,
important to keep that 

available.

JH - I mean this mostly 
humorously, but maybe 

1/4- seriously: do we need 
to worry about when we 

might need a similar 
Starlight- like space for a 

future pandemic and 
would it be a problem if we

built on it?

I think we need to 
build anything new 

with really good 
ventilation to deal 
with any possible 
future pandemic.

JP - as we come out 
of the pandemic 

there will be higher 
need for parking. 

More people 
headed into the 

office now.



38 Bishop Allen Drive

NOTES

NOTES

NOTES

BM

BM

BM

BM - abutter. Would like to 
have a center space, a 
courtyard/playground/ 
open space for children 

and adults to gather. The 
existing ally will become 

more active and extending 
it would be nice.



84 Bishop Allen Drive

NOTES

NOTES

We have vacant spaces 
- how do we make sure 

small businesses can 
survive even in central 
square with so much 

activity - is this related 
to parking?

lots of external
impacts on 

small 
businesses

Has there been a parking 
lot study before? Would 

this impact parking 
availability? - seems like 

some of the core parking 
lots are in high demand

With electric 
vehicles, would it be 
reasonable to have 

more electric vehicle
chargers in garages 
and lots rather than 

on street?

How much do we 
need surface lot / 
garage parking in 

central? Seems like 
there's enough 

street parking near 
the middle east.

Want a balance of 
parking to encourage 
local residents to take 
other means of transit, 
but still have parking 
for out of town folks

NOTES
Starlight could 
fill the role of a
square within 

Central Square

Need to 
address 
sound 

mediation

Excited about
Starlight. 

Great 
initiative

what a 
great 

space!

almost like a 
pedestrian street in 

Europe with the 
mixed public uses, 
lowers barrier of 

entry to all sorts of 
places in central

starlight has picked up 
the performance and 
organizing spaces of 

the community - dance 
recitals, public 

meetings, church 
events

the bishop 
allen sites 

have potential 
to be the next 
public plazas

there was some 
concern about whether
Starlite Square imposes
noise problems on the 
residential properties 
across the street from 

it.

noise in Central Sq. 
Starlight came 
online after 5+ 

straight years of 
construction on that
block of bishop allen

I can't imagine being a 
neighbor of Starlight in the 
summer. Tall buildings cast
shadows. Starlight would 
be fine as a market place 
but I wouldn't want to live 

with the sound of 
performance events

If you live next to Starlight 
Square, you also live next 
to Mass Ave or very close 

to it. This is a business and 
arts district - I think most of
us who are here should be 

okay with some noise!

Agreed, long before 
starlight was there, 

you could hear 
drums from blocks 

away from the 
dance complex.



38 Bishop Allen Drive

NOTES

NOTES

NOTES


