
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS  

P L A N N I N G  B O A R D  
CITY HALL ANNEX, 344 BROADWAY, CAMBRIDGE, MA  02139  

 
 
 
 

 Page 1 of 1 

Date: August 22, 2025 

Subject: Short-Term Rentals Zoning Petition 

Recommendation: The Planning Board recommends ADOPTION. 
 
To the Honorable, the City Council, 

On August 5, 2025, the Planning Board (the “Board”) held a public hearing to discuss a Zoning 
Petition by the City Council to amend the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance in Section 4.60, which 
regulates short-term rentals of residential dwelling units (the “Petition”). The Petition would add 
definitions for “operator-occupied short-term rental,” “owner-adjacent short-term rental” and 
“booking agent,” add conditions of authorized uses to comply with the state building code, fire 
code, sanitary code, and all other state and local habitability requirements, add requirements to 
provide booking information and other documentation to the City upon request, and add 
enforcement mechanisms for violation of the ordinance or state regulations. 

The Board heard a presentation from representatives of the Cambridge Inspectional Services 
Department (“ISD”) and Law Department, who prepared the Petition. No members of the public 
gave testimony and no written comments from the public were received. After discussion with 
City staff and deliberating on the Petition, the Planning Board voted to forward a very strong 
recommendation to the City Council to adopt the Petition as quickly as possible. 

Board members emphasized the importance of clarifying the ordinance and encouraging 
registration of short-term rentals per the requirements, given data showing the prevalence of 
unregistered short-term rentals in Cambridge. Board members also highlighted the need to give 
ISD the appropriate tools to effectively enforce the Zoning Ordinance. 

The Planning Board voted 7-0 in favor of transmitting the above report. 

Respectfully submitted for the Planning Board, 

 

 

Mary Flynn, Chair. 


