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49 Sixth Street
Advisory Design Consultation with Cambridge Planning Board

• Converting Sacred Heart rectory, school, and convent into 46 affordable 
apartments 

• 100% affordable below 80% AMI

• Affordable Housing Overlay
• Adaptive reuse: AHO Sec. 11.207.5.3 “Standards for Existing 

Buildings”
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Affordable Apartments for Cambridge Families
∙ Homes for a range of working Cambridge families

∙ Diversity of unit sizes

∙ High-efficiency, sustainable, healthy homes (Enterprise Green Communities)

∙ Local preference

∙ Professionally managed by POAH

UNIT INFORMATION

Unit Type 30% AMI 60% AMI 80% AMI Total

1BR 12 2 14

2BR 3 13 4 20

3BR 4 6 1 11

4BR 1 1

Total 8 31 7 46
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49 Sixth Street
Planning Board & Staff Questions
• Site Plan & Parking

• Drop-off area
• Short-term bicycle parking
• Updates on discussions with Traffic, Parking and Transportation about

off-site parking

• Landscape
• Street trees; existing trees

• Building Design
• Windows (restoring rectory buildings to two-over-two; partially infilled

windows restored, dual-draw blinds)

• Building Plan
• Updates on the unit layouts
• Ramp access to long-term bicycle parking 4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Per initial report dated April 22



49 Sixth Street Renovation
Cambridge, MA

Existing Conditions
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49 Sixth Street Renovation
Cambridge, MA

Existing Conditions
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49 Sixth Street Renovation
Cambridge, MA

Site Plan - Proposed
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49 Sixth Street Renovation
Cambridge, MA

Site Plan – Existing Trees and Temp. 
Bicycle Parking 8
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Site Plan – Condition of Existing 
Courtyard Trees 9
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Street Courtyard
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Cambridge, MA

Street Courtyard
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Proposed Street Courtyard
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49 Sixth Street Renovation
Cambridge, MA

Landscape Plan in front of Library
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49 Sixth Street Renovation
Cambridge, MA

Landscape Proposed Plant Palette
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49 Sixth Street Renovation
Cambridge, MA

Landscape Proposed Site Furniture
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Ground Level Plan - Proposed
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First Floor Plan - Proposed
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Second Floor Plan - Proposed
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Third Floor Plan - Proposed

19

A

B



49 Sixth Street Renovation
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Fourth Floor Plan - Proposed
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49 Sixth Street Renovation
Cambridge, MA

Roof Plan - Proposed
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All new roof mechanical equipment 
shall have noise reduction features in 
accordance with the City of Cambridge 
noise ordinance.
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Thorndike Street Elevation -
Proposed 22
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Seventh Street Elevation -
Proposed 23



49 Sixth Street Renovation
Cambridge, MA

Sixth Street Elevation - Proposed
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49 Sixth Street Renovation
Cambridge, MA

Courtyard Elevation- - Existing
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49 Sixth Street Renovation
Cambridge, MA

Courtyard Elevations Continued -
Proposed 26



49 Sixth Street Renovation
Cambridge, MA

Building Section A – Seventh Street 
to Sixth Street 27



49 Sixth Street Renovation
Cambridge, MA

Building Section B – Thorndike St 
to Church 28




