
Recycling Advisory Committee (RAC) Minutes 
December 11, 2024, 8:00am – 9:30am 

Minute Taker: Sakiko Isomichi 
Hybrid Meeting 

 
 

Members present: Dailey Brannin, Dave Demme, Debby Galef, Sakiko 
Isomichi, Debby Knight, Elka Kuhlman, Emily Lee, Carlie Peters, Dawn 
Quirk, Diane Roseman, Meera Singh, Helen Snively, Stephanie Wasiuk 
Members Absent:, Lee Elliott, Tracie Gordon, Richard Nurse, Quinten 
Steenhuis, Rob Vandenabeele 
Staff Present: Meryl Brott, Camilla Elvis, John Fitzgerald, Mike Orr 
Public Present: Judy Nathans, Tamene Tedla, Amy Waltz 
 
November minutes were voted on and passed. 
 
Mike shared Massachusetts solid waste data - see slides 

• Aggressive goals for 2050 published in 2021 
• Bans on mattresses and textiles were added in 2022, to earlier food 

waste ban 
• 5 target materials: food, cardboard, untreated wood, textiles, bulky 

materials 
◦ Almost half of the discarded materials can be diverted 
◦ Wood diversion targets: massive construction projects 

 Transfer stations under pressure/policy from the state to 
sort 

• MA facilities 
◦ 5 permitted landfills  
◦ 5 combustion facilities 

• Statewide waste characterization: almost 15% of recoverable paper  
• Cambridge trash: 1/3 to NH landfill, 1/3 to Haverhill combustion, 

1/3 to VA landfill via rail 
◦ Mattress recovery program – high cost but not as much 

benefit  
 The scale of change in reducing food waste is so much 

greater than recycling of mattresses 



◦ No metric to examine impact on waste storage vs. 
health/environment  

• State offers a lot of grants and financing to reduce solid waste - 
UTEC, among others, has received one 

 
How to message food waste diversion better? 

• Alternatives to “compost” 
◦ Food to energy 
◦ Educate students about anaerobic digestion 
◦ Food to energy + fertilizer 
◦ State of the art now 
◦ Best option we’ve got 

• Messaging  
◦ Build trust: DPW has done serious research and found this 

the best 
◦ Share EPA hierarchy & GLSD studies 
◦ Past survey: the general public is not struggling with the term 

compost  
◦ Separating food waste reduces climate emissions 
◦ Some people still don’t compost. Why not? 

 Smell 
 Extra step 

◦ Tailor messages to different audiences 
 Trash doesn’t stink anymore 
 Curb methane by composting 
 Anaerobic digestion doesn’t emit as much CO2 as 

composting does 
◦ Meet people where they are 
◦ Increase access to program 
◦ Ask people the reasons why they don’t separate food waste 

and what might help to make them change their minds 
 
 
Action Item: 

• Dawn will send out a poster on food waste  



 



Update on Massachusetts 
Solid Waste



MassDEP 2020-2030 Solid Waste Master 
Plan
• Published in October 2021.
• Goals: 

• 30% trash reduction (from 5.7 million tons in 2018 to 4 million tons in 2030)
• 90% trash reduction in disposal to 570,000 tons by 2050.

• Among its strategies for reaching these objectives, MassDEP is expanding 
its waste disposal bans by:

• Lowering the threshold on commercial organic/food waste to facilities 
generating more than one-half ton of these materials per week; and

• Adding mattresses and textiles to the list of materials banned from 
disposal or transport for disposal in Massachusetts.

SWMP 2010-2020: Published in 2013
• Goals: Reduce trash 30 percent by 2020, from 6,550,000 tons in 2008 

to 4,550,000 tons by 2020. 

https://www.mass.gov/guides/massdep-waste-disposal-bans
https://www.mass.gov/guides/commercial-food-material-disposal-ban
https://www.mass.gov/guides/mattress-recycling
https://www.mass.gov/guides/massdep-textile-recovery












Statewide Waste Characterization
Weighted Average by Material Category 2010 Winter/Fall 2013 Spring/Summer 2016 Winter/Fall 2019 Spring/Summer 2022 Winter/Fall

Paper (ALL) 25.8% 24.7% 21.7% 21.0% 21.8%

Uncoated Corrugated Cardboard/Kraft Paper 8.7% 7.3% 9.2% 5.4% 5.8%

Waxed Cardboard 1.0% 0.6% 0.3% 0.4% 0.5%

High Grade Office Paper 1.1% 1.1% 0.5% 0.5% 0.5%

Magazines/Catalogs 1.7% 1.3% 0.8% 0.6% 0.4%

Newsprint 1.9% 1.4% 0.7% 0.7% 0.3%

Other Recyclable Paper 3.6% 3.5% 3.6% 3.0% 3.9%

Compostable Paper 6.2% 7.8% 5.8% 8.7% 7.2%

Remainder/Composite Paper 1.6% 1.7% 0.7% 1.7% 3.2%

Plastic (ALL) 13.9% 14.4% 13.1% 15.9% 15.0%

Recyclable plastic 3.0%

Expanded Polystyrene Food Grade 0.5% 1.0% 0.4% 0.4% 0.4%

Expanded Polystyrene Non-food Grade 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.1% 0.2%

Bulk Rigid Plastic Items 2.7% 2.2% 1.6% 0.9% 1.8%

Film (non-bag clean commercial and industrial packaging film) 0.5% 1.3% 0.5% 0.8% 1.0%

Grocery and other Merchandise Bags 0.9% 0.7% 0.5% 0.6% 0.3%

Other Film means plastic film  3.7% 4.4% 4.8% 6.5% 5.7%

Remainder/Composite Plastic 3.2% 1.8% 2.8% 3.5% 2.5%

Metal 5.5% 3.9% 3.8% 4.0% 4.8%

Glass 2.1% 1.9% 1.6% 2.7% 2.3%

Food Waste 15.1% 18.8% 26.0% 21.5% 21.6%

Construction and Demolition (in the MSW stream) 13.9% 12.7% 15.0% 14.3% 12.1%

Electronics 3.3% 1.6% 1.1% 0.8% 0.4%

Textiles 4.9% 5.2% 5.8% 4.3% 5.2%

Bulky Materials 3.2% 2.9% 0.8% 2.6% 2.2%

Mattresses N/A N/A 0.1% 0.3% 0.1%



More info:

• https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massdep-solid-waste-
advisory-committee

• https://www.mass.gov/guides/solid-waste-master-plan#-solid-
waste-data-updates-

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massdep-solid-waste-advisory-committee
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massdep-solid-waste-advisory-committee
https://www.mass.gov/guides/solid-waste-master-plan#-solid-waste-data-updates-
https://www.mass.gov/guides/solid-waste-master-plan#-solid-waste-data-updates-
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