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Why is there a task force?

To combat light trespass…… ….and light pollution…..

..and energy waste.

The City Manager appointed the to 
evaluate existing standards, offer guidance 
for the creation of a new outdoor 
ordinance, propose new regulatory 
approaches if needed, and develop 
enforcement mechanisms. 

All 3 concerns are address by the proposed 
ordinance.



General Requirements:

• Creates a simple standard for all property owners.

• Provides option for complex and creative design.

• Provides reasonable limits without impacting 
safety.

• Addresses concerns raised by Teague Petition. 

• Collaborated with Cambridge Law Department.

• Introduces a clear standard for ISD to apply.

• Provides a reasonable approach to compliance.



What is exempt:

• Lighting within public ways.  
• Lighting for public parks and public art.

(Not City Buildings)

• Lighting for public monuments, statuary, and 
national flag.

• Architectural lighting approved by Cambridge 
Historical Commission or on National Register.  

• Lighting solely for signage under the Cambridge 
Zoning Ordinance.

• Temporary lighting with proper permits.
• Underwater lighting for pools and water features.

• Seasonal lighting for holidays or traditions. 

• Hospital emergency departments & helipads.
• Lighting that for emergency conditions.
• Lighting required by federal, state or local laws.



Administration and Enforcement:

• Municipal ordinance is applied by ISD.

• Enforcement is complaint-driven.

• All light fixtures require an electrical permit.  

• New and replacement fixtures must comply.

• Replacement light bulbs must comply.

• Existing fixtures must comply after 5 years.

• Administrative Exemption for unreasonable 
circumstances.

• Good Neighbor Brochure and educational 
campaign.



Proposed Prescriptive Standard is based on International Dark Sky Association and
Illuminating Engineering Society Model Lighting Ordinance



PRESCRIPTIVE STANDARDS

• Simple standard to follow 
and monitor.

• Common fixtures and 
light bulbs.

• Addresses a variety of site 
conditions and property 
types.

Front Porch Lantern
630 Lumens

Side Entrance Lantern
390 Lumens



Light Color

Color Temperature of any outdoor light source shall 
not exceed 4000 kelvin (less than moonlight). 

• Reasonable limit with current technology.

• Provides property owners with more energy 
saving options for light bulbs and fixtures.

Color Rendering Index of any outdoor light source 
shall not be less than 65.



PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
Allows creative design by lighting designers 
following recognized standards.

Choose from 2 options:

8 Lux at Property Line

OR

LEED Light Pollution Reduction Credit
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LEED v.4

Sustainable Sites (SS) Credit: Light 
Pollution Reduction





















Questions and Discussion
By 

Task Force Members



Public Comment



Next Steps

Thank you!


