
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL 

831 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

617 349-6100 

BZA APPLICATION FORM 
Plan No: 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The undersigned hereby petitions the Board of Zoning Appeal for the following: 

Special Permit : Variance: Appeal: 

PETITIONER : Timothy Burke Architecture Inc - C/0 Timothy Burke 

PETITIONER'S ADDRESS : 142 Berkeley Street Boston , MA 02116 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: 219 Grove St Cambridge , MA 

BZA-017178-2019 

TYPE OF OCCUPANCY: _r _e _s _id_ e_ n_t_l_· a_l ________ ZONING DISTRICT : Residence A-2 Zone 

REASON FOR PETITION : 

Additions 

DESCRIPTION OF PETITIONER'S PROPOSAL : 

Relief is requested to allow the construction of a balcony on t he rear of the Second 
Floor. Due to the size and shape of the lot and the fact that the house was built far 
back on the lot the rear wall is within the rear setback . The balcony also creates 
additional FAR in the setback since the area under the proposed balcony on the existing 
deck will be counted . Overall FAR is still below the maximum allowed . 

SECTIONS OF ZONING ORDINANCE CITED : 

Article 5 . 000 Section 5 . 31 (Table of Dimensional Requirements) . 

Original Signature(s) : 

(Petitioner(s) I Owner) 

Ti M ortrr' 8v UE. 
(Print Name) 

Address: 

, 
Tel. No. : b l7· 2b6 - 1?32 
E-Mail Address : 

Date : 9-f6-l2 



BZA APPLICATION FORM - OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 

To be c~~eted ~ OH.N.ER, signed before a not~ and returned to 
The Secret~ of the Board of Zoning Appe~s. 

Sydney Cash & Ann Kao 
I/We 

---------------------------,(~~~).---------------------------

Address: 
219 Grove Street, Cambridge, MA 

------------------------------------------------------------------
219 Grove Street, Cambridge, MA 

State that I/We own the property located at -------------------------------
which is the subject of this zoning application. 

The record title of this property is in the name of --------------------------Sydney Cash & Ann Kao 

*Pursuant to a deed of duly recorded in the date 6-11-2010 , Middlesex South 

54815 25 County Registry of Deeds at Book , Page ; or --------
Middlesex Registry District of Land Court, Certificate No. ---------------------
Book --------- Page --------------------

~' 
~ritten evidence o£ Agent's standing to represent petitioner may be requested. 

Commonweal th of Massachusetts, County of _r~~~r~+~~~~~---------------------

The above-name ~cl~ ca. SVl personally appeared before me, 

this \() of ~pt· , 20~, and made oath that the above statement is true. 

~a~l) dM=...c?A::......=:__:__C ((__:__:I «:;J:..:_,~.--_Notary 
My commiss ion expi res _._tU"'-CI.;_~+-"""""'5'-!J""'-M--=->c}<--'-f_,__ ____ (Notary seal> . ANPW --c. RILEY-

~ - -- Nota"ry PubHc-_ -

• 

7fti1cofum~lth of ~o~iw~tt. 
~ - BY:tommiulon ~ffe~-

-: -·-May 3, 2~4. ~,--
If ownership is not shown i n recor ded deed, e.g. if by court orde~,-r~cent 
deed, or inheritance, please inc lude documentation. . - -.._ .. _ ..... 

.. .. . -. 

(ATTACHMENT B - PAGE 3) 
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BZA APPLICATION FORM 

SUPPORTING STATEMENT FOR A VARIANCE 

EACH OF THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS FOR A VARIANCE MUST BE ESTABLISHED AND SET FORTH IN 
COMPLETE DETAIL BY THE APPLICANT IN ACCORDANCE WITH MGL 40A, SECTION 10: 

A) A Literal enforcement of the 
substantial hardship, financial 
the following reasons: 

provisions of this 
or otherwise, to the 

Ordinance 
petitioner 

would involve a 
or appellant for 

The proposed balcony will provide much needed outdoor space for the owners and a 
literal enforcement of the Ordinance does not promote the intent of the zoning 
due to the unusual placemnt of the building on the land. 

B) The hardship is owing to the following circumstances relating to the soil 
conditions, shape or topography of such land or structures and especially 
affecting such land or structures but not affecting generally the zoning district 
in which it is located for the following reasons: 

Due to the placement of the house on the rear portion of the lot the existing 
rear setback is 13.5' and the proposed balcony will have a setback of 21.7'. The 
adjacent houses are placed closer to the street. The rear abutter is a gold 
course. 

C) DESIRABLE RELIEF MAY BE GRANTED WITHOUT EITHER: 

~ Substantial detriment to the public good for the following reasons: 

The proposed balcony is not visible from the street and does not create new 
shadows or block views. the proposed work will not be a detriment to the 
neighborhood. 

2) Relief may be granted without nullifying or substantially derogating from the 
intent or purpose of this Ordinance for the following reasons: 

The proposed balcony provides much needed outdoor space for the owners and 
does not contribute to additional shadows or block views of any neighbor. 
The design is in keeping with the architecture of the house. 

* If You have any questions as to whether you can establish all of the applicable legal 
requirements, you should consult with your own attorney. 
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BZA APPLICATION FORM 

DIMENSIONAL INFORMATION 

APPLICANT: Timothy Burke Architecture Inc PRESENTUSSOCCUPANCY: single family 

LOCATION: 219 Grove St Cambridge, MA 

PHONE : 6177204463 REQUESTED USSOCCUPANCY : 

TOTAL GROSS FLOOR AREA: 

LOT AREA: 

RATIO OF GROSS FLOOR AREA 
TO LOT AREA: 2 

LOT AREA FOR EACH DWELLING UNIT: 

SIZE OF LOT: WIDTH 

DEPTH 

SETBACKS IN FEET: FRONT 

REAR 

LEFT SIDE 

RIGHT SIDE 

SIZE OF BLDG.: HEIGHT 

LENGTH 

WIDTH 

RATIO OF USABhE OPEN SPACE 
TO LOT AREA: 

NO. OF DWELLING UNITS: 

EXISTING 

CONDITIONS 

2359 

10,080 

.23 

10,080 

84 

120 

69.5 

13.5 

17 

17.2 

25.6 

49.8 

26.3 

75 

1 

REQUESTED 

CONDITIONS 

2392 

10,080 

.23 

10,080 

84 

120 

69.5 

13.5 

17 

17.2 

25.6 

49.8 

26.3 

75 

1 

ZONE: Residence A-2 Zone 

single family 

ORDINANCE 

REQUIREMENTS 

5,040 

6,000 

.50 

6,000 

65 

92.3 

20 

30 

10 

15 

35 

40 

47.3 

50 

1 

(max.) 

(min.) 

(max.) 

(min.) 

(min.) 

(min.) 

(min.) 

(min.) 

(min.) 

(max.) 

(min.) 

(max.) 

NO. OF PARKING SPACES: 2 2 1 (min./max) 

NO. OF LOADING AREAS: 

DISTANCE TO NEAREST BLDG. 
ON SAME LOT: 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A N/A 

N/A N/A 

(min.) 

(min.) 

Describe where applicable, other occupancies on same lot, the size of adjacent buildings on same lot, 
and type of construction proposed, e.g.; wood frame, concrete, brick, steel, etc. 
N/A 

1. SEE CAMBRIDGE ZONING ORDINANCE ARTICLE 5.000, 
REGULATIONS). 

SECTION 5.30 (DISTRICT OF DIMENSIONAL 

2. TOTAL GROSS FLOOR AREA (INCLUDING BASEMENT 7 '-0" IN HEIGHT AND ATTIC AREAS GREATER THAN 5') 
DIVIDED BY LOT AREA. 

3. OPEN SPACE SHALL NOT INCLUDE PARKING AREAS, WALKWAYS OR DRIVEWAYS AND SHALL HAVE A MINIMUM 
DIMENSION OF 15'. 



( 

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 

MASSACHUSETTS 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEAL 

831 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

617 349-6100 

BZA APPLICATION FORM 

2019 SEP 18 PM 12: 00 

OFFI CE OF THE CITY CLERr\ 
CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHU SETTS 

Plan No: BZA-017178-201 9 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

The undersigned hereby petitions the Board of Zoning Appeal for the following : 

Special Permit : Variance: Appeal : 

PETITIONER : Timothy Burke Architecture Inc - C/0 Timothy Burke 

PETITIONER'S ADDRESS : 142 Berkeley Street Boston , MA 02116 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY : 219 Grove St Cambridge , MA 

TYPE OF OCCUPANCY: residential ZONING DISTRICT: Residence A- 2 Zone -------------------------
REASON FOR PETITION : 

Additions 

DESCRIPTION OF PETITIONER'S PROPOSAL : 

Relief is requested to allow the construction of a balcony on the rear of the Second 
Floor . Due to the size and shape of the lot and the fact that the house was bui l t far 
back on the lot the rear wall is within the rear setback . The balcony also creates 
additional FAR in the setback since the area under the proposed balcony on the existing 
deck wi ll be counted . Overall FAR is still below the maximum allowed . 

SECTIONS OF ZONING ORDINANCE CITED : 

Article 5 . 000 Sect i on 5 . 31 {Table of Dimensional Requirements ) . 

Original Signature(s) : 

(Petit ioner(s) I Owner) 

11 MoT~q' 6u~JCE 
(Print Name) 

Address: 

Tel. No. : 0(1 - 206 - \ 3)~ 
E-Mail Address : 

Date : 
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F.A.R.- MAX .5 

LEVEL EXISTING PROPOSED 
FIRST FLOOR 1287 SF 1320 SF 
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\ 
245 Grove St 

266-3 

\ 
\ 

\ 
\ 

Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. Municipal Golf Course 

266-32 

\J 

Pond Reservation 

266-10 

195 Grove St 

181 Grove 81266-12 

\ / 
/ " 266-13 

175 Grove St 



266-4 
MCNULTY, VIRGINIA T. & JEANNE O'CONNELL 
TRS. THE MCNULTY REALTY TRUST 
241 GROVEST 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 

266-7 
CASH, SYDNEY S. & ANN KAO 
219 GROVE ST 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 

266-10 
ZHAI, YUJIA 
603 W. 115H ST 
NEW YORK, NY 10025 

266-32 
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
C/0 LOUIS DEPASQUALE 
CITY MANAGER 

9-105 
PETER E. FERNANDEZ & ELIZZ GRINNELL 

214 GROVE STREET 
BELMONT, MA 02478 

266-5 
HORI, MIYO, A LIFE ESTATE 
231 GROVE ST 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 

266-8 
KADET, HESSA B TRUSTEE OF THE GROVE ST 
NOMINEE TRUST 
213 GROVE ST 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 

266-32 
CAMBRIDGE CITY OF RECREATION DEPT 
51 INMAN ST 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

266-32 
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
C/0 NANCY GLOWA 
CITY SOLICITOR 

9-106 
VALERIE C. BELITSOS & 
JONATHAN N. BELITSOS 
4 BETTS ROAD 
BELMONT, MA 02478 

v~ 

(_ 

TIMOTHY BURKE ARCHITECTURE INC. 
C/0 TIMOTHY BURKE · 
142 BERKELEY STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

266-9 
TISHLER, ROY B. & ABBY E. ZANGER 
207 GROVE ST 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 

266-6 
KHALIDI, WALID A. 
225 GROVE ST 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 

BELMONT ABUTIERS 

9-107 
MAGDALENA HU, TR. 
3 BETIS ROAD 
BELMONT, MA 02478 
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ST # STREET M p s u 1ST OWN ER 2ND OWNER MA ILA DDR C LS LOT SIZE LOT# 

196 GROVE ST 9 102 DUBOIS VERA A 196 GROVE STREET, BELMONT, MA 02478 101 7,152 90 

202 GROVE ST 9 103 LEE X lA 202 GROVE STREET, BELMONT, MA 0247 101 6,754 89 

208 GROVEST 9 104 MELDRIM TE JOSEPH M ERIKA J. MELDRIM 208 GROVE STREET, BELMONT MA 02478 101 6,820 88 

2 14 GROVE ST 9 lOS FERNAN DE/. TE PETER E ELIZA GRINNELL 214 GROVE STREET. BELMONT MA 02478 101 6.886 87 

4 !W ITS RD 9 #II BELITSOS TE VALERIE CI IRISTOPI IILOS JONATIIAN NICOLAS BELITSOS 4 !WITS ROAD, BELMONT. MA 02478 101 7.6 14 86 

3 BETtS RD 9 II# I IU TR MAGDALENA S T MAGDALENA I IU TRUST 3 !lETt'S ROAD. llEI.MONT. MA 02·178 101 8,833 91 

234 GROVEST 9 108 WILLIAMS TR JOANNE C JOANNE C WILLIAMS FAMILY TRUST 234 GROVE STREET, BELMONT, MA 0247S 101 6,936 13A 

3 LIVERMORE Rl 9 1111 SINSA Y T E JEFFREY D ANGELA SIN SAY 3 LIVERMORE ROAD, BELMONT, MA 024 101 6,550 12 

250 GROVEST 9 143 CURRAN TRS CATHERINE M CATHERINE M CURRAN 20 13 FAMILY TRUS' 250 GROVE STREET, BELMONT, MA 0247E 101 6,460 II 

256 GROVEST 9 144 COOKE CI IATIIAN M 256 GROVE STREET, BELMONT, MA 0247S 101 6,460 10 

262 GROVEST 9 145 KOSTIC! I TE GEORGE N MIRJANA KOSTICH 262 GROVE STREET, BELMONT, MA 0247S 101 6,460 9 

268 GROVEST 9 146 ARNOLD JR TR WALTER G AND ELIZABETII t WALTER G ARNOLD JR REV LI VING TRUST 258 GROVE STREET, BELMONT, MA 02478 101 6,46 1 8 

274 GROVE ST 9 147 DAVIS JOYCE E 274 GROVE STREET, BELMONT, MA 02478 101 6,326 7 

280 GROVEST 9 148 RIFE TE JASON ALLISON ARNOLD RIFE 280 GROVE STREET, BELMONT, MA 02478 101 6,369 6 

286 GROVEST 9 149 GOODMON TE BRIAN K CLAUDETTE B PIERRE 286 GROVE STREET, BELMONT, MA 02478 101 6,202 5 



219 Grove Street Narrative 

Timothy Burke 

ARCHITECTURE, INC. 

142 Berkdey Street 

Boston, MA 02116 

(617] 266-1332 

September 3, 2019 

The owners of 219 Grove Street seek a variance to allow the construction of a small balcony on 
the rear of the single-family house. The balcony will be located outside of the Master Bedroom 
and will provide a small outdoor private area for the owners. 

The variance is needed since the house is an existing non-conforming structure in terms of the 
rear setback. The house meets all other dimensional requirements of the zoning code. The rear 
property line abuts the Fresh Pond golf course and the balcony will not create a privacy issue for 
any neighbors. 

Site Development 
The proposed work does not require any changes to the site. 

Archeological and Historic Resources 
There are no known archeological or historic resources that will be effected by the proposed 
work. 

Preservation of Existing Vegetation 
The existing plantings and landscaping are not be affected by the proposed work. 

Construction Time 
The construction of the balcony will take approx. three weeks. 

Lighting 
All new lighting for the building will be energy efficient and exterior lighting will be the dark sky 
type with no up lighting. Lighting is designed to avoid unnecessary illumination and to reduce 
light pollution and glare to preserve the beauty of the site and the neighborhood. 

Noise 
The owners do not create excess noise that negatively impacts the neighbors. The proposed 
improvements will not increase noise pollution or create a detrimental effect. 

Aesthetics 
The proposed balcony is designed to be in harmony with the existing deck on the rear of the 
house and will have a similar railing design. The balcony is designed to fit within the existing 
roof overhang and does not add additional overhang area to the First Floor deck. 

Summary 
The proposed balcony will provide much needed outdoor space for the owners and will not create 
a detrimental effect on the neighborhood. 
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