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GENERAL NOTES:

WELDED RETAINER FRONT LIT CHANNEL LETTERS

> 2.5” DEEP .063” ALUMINUM WELDED RETURNS 

> WELDED RETAINERS (no trimcap)

> .125” THICK ALUM. WELDED RETAINER LIP

   *1/3” OF THICKNESS IS INLINE FROM ORIGINAL ARTWORK

   *2/3” OF THICKNESS IS OUTLINE FROM ORIGINAL ARTWORK

> .125” ALUMINUM BACK w/ASSEMBLY TABS

> STENCIL-CUT BACK-UP WHITE ACRYLIC FACES

> PAINTED RETURNS AND RETAINER FACE (COLOR TBD)

> SLOAN WHITE LEDs

> REMOTE POWER SUPPLIES

> WALL COLOR: SW7693 STONE BRIAR

POWER REQUIREMENTS:

* (1) 20 AMP-120 VOLT CIRCUTS

SIGN CALCULATIONS:

> PROPOSED SIGN: 17.67 sq. ft.

SCALE: 1/4” = 1’

SITE PLAN

BLACK

CMYK: 1.92, 2.73, 3.94, 0

> DIE CUT BLACK VINYL

> SIGN PROPOSED: 5.8 sq.ft.

E08-2

LOCATED OFF SITE 

AT BEGINNING OF 

BRISTOL DRIVE

E01

E02



35 SQ.FT. 29.32 SQ.FT.



E02 - ACRYLIC PIN MOUNTED LETTERS - ELEVATION RIGHT 

EXISTING 35 SQ.FT. 
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CONNECTICUT 

780 Four Rod Rd., 
Berlin, Ct 06037 

Ph:(860) 829-9060 

SCALE: 1/2" = 1' 

PROPOSED 29.32 SQ.FT. 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

21 Larsen Way 
North Attleboro, Ma 
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COLORS 

■ > CABINET: BM 2064-10 (BOLD BLUE)

■ > LOGO: PMS 7461C

□ WHITE

MATERIALS 

> 1/2" ACRYLIC [IN MOUNT LETTERS - PAINTED
TO MATCH BM 2064-10 (BOLD BLUE)

> 4" 12-24 THREADED STUDS
"VHB TAPE AND SILICONE FOR MOUNTING ON

BACK OF PIN MOUNTS





WatskyLaw 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

East Brook Executive Park 
30 Eastbrook Road, Suite 301 

Dedham, MA 02026 
 

Matthew Watsky, Esq.        Rachel M. Watsky, Esq.  
 

Tel. (781) 329-5009                                                                   Matt@WatskyLaw.com 
Fax (781) 461-9068                                                                   Rachel@WatskyLaw.com  
                                                                                                      http://www.watskylaw.com 

 

February 21, 2025 
City of Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeal 
831 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
 
Re: 1611 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA 02238 
 Variance Application -- Proposed Replacement of Existing Signs 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 WatskyLaw respectfully submits this letter in support of the grant of variances requested 
under the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance, Article 10.000, Sections 10.13(c) and 10.31 to allow the 
proposed modification of the lawfully preexisting nonconforming signage on the Property to 
decrease the existing nonconformity pursuant to Article 7.000, Section 7.18.2.A.  The Property is 
known as 1611 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, MA (Map 140, Lot 157), and is currently owned 
by Atrius MSO LLC, and operated as medical offices.  The Property has been in use as medical 
offices since at least 1973, when it was purchased by Harvard Community Health Plan.  The 
structure on the Property has been historically improved by two signs, consisting of lettering 
attached to the brick façade of the building, above the entrances on Cambridge Street.  The 
proposed modification of the signage would reduce the existing nonconformity from 35 square 
feet for each sign to 29.32 square feet for each sign and bring the signage into compliance with 
the intent of Article 7.000 of the Zoning Ordinance.  The Applicant previously filed for Building 
Permits for the proposed signs in May 2024, which was denied in June 2024.   
 

We believe the Project meets the applicable regulatory criteria for replacement or 
alteration of lawfully existing nonconforming signage without requiring the grant of a variance, 
as the proposed signage appears to comply with the dimensions provided by the Inspectional 
Services website.  Although it is our opinion that the Applicant may modify the existing signage 
as a lawfully maintained nonconformity as the proposed signage will not increase the existing 
nonconformity, given the denial of the Building Permits in June 2024, we are filing a request for 
a variance from the Ordinance’s dimensional limitations on signage.   
 
 It appears undisputed that the proposed signs meet the definition of “Wall Sign” pursuant 
to Article 2.000 of the Ordinance  – “Any sign affixed in such a way that its exposed face and all 
sign area is parallel or approximately parallel to the plane of the building to which it is attached.  
A wall sign shall be considered a projecting sign if the sign face projects more than twelve (12) 
inches from the face of the building…”  The Building Inspector’s denial of the building permits 
was on the grounds of noncompliance with Article 7.000, Section 7.16.21.B governing signs for 
permitted nonresidential uses other than permitted hotel and office uses within residential 



2 
 
 

districts.  Despite Section 7.16.21.B limiting the maximum permitted area of the signs at 20 
square feet, Section 7.18 provides leeway for lawfully existing nonconforming signs.  Section 
7.18.1 does not apply to the existing signs, as they do not exceed an excess of 60 square feet in 
area.  Pursuant to Section 7.18.2.B, the Applicant proposes to replace the existing signs with 
signs that decrease the total area of signs accessory to the building and that otherwise comply 
with the applicable limitations for signs.  The provided formula for calculating the allowable area 
of the proposed signs is 1 square foot multiplied by the sign frontage of the ground floor 
establishment.  Sign frontage is defined in Article 2.000 as the length of the building abutting a 
street, with the definition of length provided in Section 5.24.4 as “length of the wall measured 
parallel to the corresponding lot of street line.”  The length of the building along Cambridge 
Street is approximately 63 linear feet.  The area of the proposed signage totals 58.64 square feet, 
below the dimensions permitted pursuant to Section 7.18.2.B and below the maximum 60 square 
feet limitation stated on the City of Cambridge Inspectional Services website.1  The City of 
Cambridge Inspectional Services website summarizes the zoning limitations on wall signs as a 
maximum of 60 square feet in area, a maximum of 20 feet above the ground but below the sills 
of second floor windows, natural or external illumination or internal illumination with strict 
conditions, and without a limit in number.   
 
 In this case, a variance would be appropriate, as the circumstances affecting this Property 
are unique to the Property and the historic use and structures on the Property.  Although the 
Property is within a residential zoning district, the use of the Property for medical offices serves 
a public benefit and there is preexisting nonconforming signage that complies with the applicable 
Ordinance provisions in all respects except for the dimensional area.  Without the variance, the 
existing signage may remain and could be altered pursuant to Section 7.18.2.A or 7.18.2.B.  By 
proposing to modify the existing signage, the Applicant will decrease the existing dimensional 
nonconformity.  Not issuing the variance would cause substantial hardship to the property that is 
not merely economic.  Without the variance, the Applicant would be unable to effectively 
maintain accurate signage for the building’s medical establishment, leaving the tenants and the 
general public potentially at risk of not being able to easily identify and access the medical 
offices.  The variance can be granted without derogating from the intent and purpose of the 
Zoning Ordinance, as the proposed signs will not have an adverse effect on the purposes of the 
Zoning Ordinance and will in fact decrease the existing nonconformity.  The variance should be 
granted as the project serves the purposes of the Ordinance by decreasing an existing lawful 
nonconformity and serving the public interest of conserving health and potentially lessening 
congestion in the streets with the provision of accurate and visible signage for the medical 
offices in the building.   
   
       Sincerely, 
 
       /s/ Rachel Watsky    
 
       Rachel Watsky   
cc: Client 

 
1 https://cambridgema.portal.opengov.com/categories/1118/record-types/6628 
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Mid Cambridge Neighborhood Conservation 

District Commission  
 

831 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139  
Telephone: 617 349 4683  TTY: 617 349 6112  

E-mail: histncds@cambridgema.gov  
www.cambridgema.gov/historic/districtsHistoricProperties/midcambridgencd  

 
Tony Hsiao, Chair, Lestra Litchfield, Vice Chair  

      Monika Pauli, Charles Redmon, Katinka Hakuta, Members  

Nan Laird, Catherine Tice, Alternates 

                

  
CERTIFICATE OF NON-APPLICABILITY  

  

                                Property:         1611 Cambridge Street   
 

 Applicant:        Rachel Watsky   
  
The Mid Cambridge Neighborhood Conservation District Commission hereby certifies, pursuant 

to Chapter 2.78, Article III, Section 2.78.140-270 of the Code of the City of Cambridge and the 

order establishing said district that the work described below does not involve any activity requiring 

issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness or Hardship:  

  

Replace pre-existing nonconforming sign. 

Permit #1152923 

 

All improvements shall be carried out as shown on the plans and specifications submitted by the 

applicant, except as modified above. Approved plans and specifications are incorporated by 

reference into this certificate.  

  
This certificate is granted upon the condition that the work authorized herein is commenced within 

six months after the date of issuance.  If the work authorized by this certificate is not commenced 

within six months after the date of issuance or if such work is suspended in significant part for a 

period of one year after the time the work is commenced, such certificate shall expire and be of no 

further effect; provided that, for cause, one or more extensions of time for periods not exceeding 

six months each may be allowed in writing by the Chair.  

  

 Case Number:  MC 7241 Date of Certificate:     March 13, 2025 

 Attest: A true and correct copy of decision filed with the offices of the City Clerk and the Cambridge 

Historical Commission on     March 13, 2025.  

  By    Tony Hsiao/aac              , Chair   
 

************************************************************************  

Twenty days have elapsed since the filing of this decision.  No appeal has been filed         .  

Appeal has been filed       . Date                       City Clerk:                                                     
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