
 
The next meeting of the Cambridge Commission for Persons with Disabilities will be held in 
the 2nd Floor Conference Room at 51 Inman Street on Thursday, April 13, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. 

PLEASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ARRIVE BY 5:30 PM 

AGENDA 
Please turn OFF your cellphones before the meeting begins. Thank you. 

NOTE: CCPD meetings may be audio recorded for the purpose of taking minutes.  

1. Introductions 2 min. 
If needed, alternates named 

2. Approval of March 9 Minutes 2 min. 

3. Announcements 2 min. CCPD staff / board  

4. Presentation of Five Year Plan 30 min. DPW 

5. Chair’s Report 5 min. Nicole Horton-Stimpson 
Cambridge River Festival on Saturday, June 3 
Board Goals for Retreat 
Nominations for Election of Officers on May 11, 2017 

6. Committee Reports 
Access Cambridge 5 min. Luis Loya 
Advocacy  5 min. Katie Ashwill Allen 
Community Outreach 5 min. Nicole Horton-Stimpson 
Disability Reframed Film Series 5 min. Bet MacArthur 
Media & Technology 5 min. Mike Langlois 

7. Police Department Liaison Report  5 min. Jack Albert  

8. Executive Director’s Report 5 min. Michael Muehe 

9. Project Coordinator’s Report 5 min. Kate Thurman 

10. Public Input 3 min. general public 

11. Old Business 2 min. 

12.  New Business  2 min. 

This is a scent-free meeting. In consideration of individuals with environmental illness and/or 
multiple chemical sensitivity, please refrain from wearing perfume, after-shave or any other scented 

products to our meetings. Thank you for your consideration. 

The City of Cambridge, Commission for Persons with Disabilities, does not discriminate on the basis 
of disability. The Commission for Persons with Disabilities will provide auxiliary aids and services, 

written materials in alternative formats, and reasonable modifications in policies and procedures to 
persons with disabilities upon request. 

The next CCPD meeting will be held on Thursday, May 11, 2017 

  
City of Cambridge 
Commission for Persons with Disabilities 
51 Inman Street  ·  Cambridge, MA  ·  02139-1732 
617-349-4692 voice  ·  617-492-0235 TTY  ·  617-349-4766 fax  
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PROMOTING ACCESSIBILITY THROUGH AWARENESS 
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Draft 

Cambridge Commission for Persons with Disabilities (CCPD) 

Minutes for Thursday, April 13, 2017  

51 Inman Street, 2nd Floor Conference Room, Cambridge, MA 02139 

Meeting was called to order at 5:35 pm 

Present 

Members: Katie Ashwill Allen, Maria Fontellio, Jerry Friedman, Stelios Gragoudas, Nicole Horton-Stimpson, 
Luis Loya, Bet MacArthur, and Alicia Zeh-Dean. 

Absent:  Gary Dmytryk, Mike Langlois, and Julie Miller. 

Staff: Michael Muehe and Kate Thurman. 

Guests: Kathy Watkins, DPW 

Documents/Materials Used: 

 Agenda

 Minutes from March 9

 Five Year Street and Sidewalk Reconstruction Plan

Minutes:  

A motion to approve the March 9 minutes was seconded and passed unanimously. 

DPW’s Five Year Plan – Kathy Watkins of DPW presented the Five Year Plan. See attached document, Five Year 
Street and Sidewalk Reconstruction Plan. 

Chair’s Report—Nicole Horton-Stimpson reported on behalf of Gary Dmytryk 

 Opened the floor to nominations for the positions of Chair and Secretary

o Gary was nominated for Chair

o Nicole was nominated for Secretary

o There were no other nominations

o Nominations will be taken again prior to the election at next month’s meeting

 Cambridge River Fest is on Saturday, June 3 from noon to 6pm

 Board retreat

o Goals and ideas for the retreat

 Identifying mission statement and values

 Team building opportunity and getting to know one another better

 Community outreach and awareness

 Ways to conduct outreach

 Day long with lunch

 Defining the mission of the commission

 Overlap with other communities, such as LGBTQ, intersectionality

 Having a well-described structure
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 Likely to be after the summer 

 Discuss doing a lunch and learn for City employees 

 

Committee Reports: 

 

 Access Cambridge – Luis Loya reported: 

o “Social stairs” being constructed in various places 

 Doing a field trip to see an example of these social stairs in mid-May or early June 

 Attended MAAB hearing on 50 JFK Street 

o Invite students in high school and college who may be interested 

 

 Advocacy – Katie Ashwill Allen reported: 

o Monitoring License Commission agendas to see if there are any businesses on it that need 
accessibility improvements 

o Darwin’s responded to committee letter about their automatic door opener not working. They 
have developed new policies to ensure that accessibility features are working at all times. 

 

 Community Outreach – Nicole Horton-Stimpson reported: 

o Have been in touch with the IHCD about visiting 

o The department’s bus is not available Monday or Tuesday evenings. Will consider alternate 
transportation options 

o Boys and Girls Club in South Boston is doing a lot of work on inclusion. Nicole plans to visit and 
members are welcome to join her. 

o Can reach out to the Community Engagement Team to help with getting the word out about 
CCPD 

 

 Disability Reframed: A Community Film Series—Bet MacArthur reported: 

o Successful ReelAbilities screening of Rachel Is at the Library in early April 

o Idea of offering a film for just City employees, doing a lunch and learn 

 Michael suggested partnering with the Employees’ Committee on Diversity 

 

 Media & Technology – Mike Langlois reported: 

o Stel said that Perkins offered for us to come visit 

o Mike visited NUVU studio, which is doing some amazing work with middle and high school 
students.  The students are designing a number of projects around adaptive technology. One 
was a 2-week interview, design and prototype of several items for a person with cerebral palsy, 
who was there when I visited. The other was for Perkins School for the Blind: a model animal to 
help visually disabled people understand the concept of motions like heartbeats. They would 
love to have our commission come visit them on the week of 5/15 or 5/23 and are fully 
accessible 

 

Executive Director’s Report—Michael Muehe reported: 

 Amorino gelato store MAAB variance: There was a great turnout at the MAAB hearing on Monday, 
April 10 to oppose their request for a variance that would excuse them from constructing an accessible 
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entrance. The MAAB had already voted to approve a variance to have a buzzer system for people with 
disabilities to get sidewalk service. While they haven’t issued a written decision yet, we were verbally 
told that the board voted to uphold that variance, but are going to go after the building owner about 
raising up the private sidewalk to allow for an accessible entrance. 

 Cambridge Arts Council is planning art walks designed to give people an idea of how a blind artist 
experiences parks 

 The MA Office on Disability (MOD) is having a regional meeting in Brookline on April 25 for local 
commissions on disability; commission members are invited 

 MOD has a new statewide accessibility grant program. Municipalities are invited to submit applications 
for funds. Thinking about doing something that combines art and universal design 

 Charles River Conservancy is holding a swim park charrette on May 17 from 6-8pm at the Microsoft 
NERD Center to talk about creating a permanent swim park in the Charles River 

 The Community Development Department is organizing Park(ing) Day on which metered parking 
spaces are set aside to be set up as mini parks for a day. Will be on Friday, September 17. CCPD could 
organize a universal design park, or a park to spread the word about the Commission 

 Governor Baker is doing a reorganization plan of state government. Wants to move the MAAB to the 
Executive of Consumer Affairs and Business Regulation.  

 

Project Coordinator’s Report—Kate Thurman reported: 

 Attended a Community Stakeholders meeting of the Police Department’s Community Relations Unit 
and learned about Tech Goes Home, a program for individuals who are low-income and do not have 
access to the internet. Participants pay $50 to take a 15-hour course and upon completion get either a 
Chromebook or an iPad Mini. Tech Goes Home also helps participants find low-cost internet service. 
TGH’s platform is train the trainer, so they work with numerous partner agencies who provide the 
training for participants. 

 CCPD has a new logo. It’s very simple and more informative than the prior logo, which just had the 
initials CCPD. 

 The Constant Contact email initiative has begun and the AccessLetter will resume soon. 

 

Public Works Update – Jerry Friedman reported: 

 DPW received 701 complaints about sidewalks being poorly shoveled after snow storms 

 They issued 143 citations for not clearing snow and ice 

 Design process for Inman Square community meeting on May 2 

 

Old Business:  

 Bet suggested Billy Broke His Head as a film to screen for City employees 

 Nicole spoke with the LGBT Commission about Pride Day. There’s not a great opportunity at Pride for 
CCPD to do outreach, but CCPD could consider partnering with them on an event, such as a film 
screening or speaker. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm. 

Respectfully submitted by Kate Thurman 





























Coordination with City’s 
Bicycle Facilities Plan















In addition to large infrastructure projects, the City also 

does smaller maintenance projects as needed.
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