
Nineteenth Amendment Centennial Art Committee 

April 2, 2019 meeting 

6:00 – 8:00 pm, 51 Inman Street 

Members present: Kim Bernstein, Sofia Bernstein, Kimberly Sansoucy, Vanessa Till Hopper, Tanya Ford, 
Sarah Burks 

Staff present: Lillian Hsu, Lisa Peterson 

This was the first meeting of the 19th Amendment Centennial Arts Committee. The topics discussed were 
as follows: 

• Introductions
• Review of the City Council order asking for this committee to be convened (attached), and the

recent action of the City Council appropriating $300K for the art piece.
• Review of the proposed timeline (attached) and acknowledgement that this will be updated

along the way. The Committee discussed the Artist Selection process broadly as lead by the
Cambridge Arts, the August 26, 2020 as the 100th year anniversary date and the intention of
having a representation of the art completed by that date, we also discussed that the actual
fabrication and installation of the art piece will likely take up to 2 years (until 2022).

• Sarah Burks gave an in-depth presentation of her research on Cambridge Suffrage History
(power point attached).

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 7th at 6:00 pm.  At this meeting we will continue to 
discuss history, as well as options for siting. 



ATTACHMENTS



 

 

 

      City of Cambridge 
 

 O-8 

 IN CITY COUNCIL 

 November 19, 2018 

COUNCILLOR MALLON 

COUNCILLOR SIMMONS 

VICE MAYOR DEVEREUX 

COUNCILLOR SIDDIQUI 

 

WHEREAS: On June 4, 2018, the City Council passed a Policy Order to commission a public 

artwork that will memorialize and commemorate the passage of the 19th Amendment 

and the many women in Cambridge who fought so hard for the right to women’s 

suffrage; and 

  

WHEREAS: To this end, an artist must be fairly identified through a Request for Proposal (RFP) 

process or a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) process, and a commission is required to 

establish guidelines for an RFP/RFQ and move this process forward; and 

  

WHEREAS: The story of suffrage is long and, in many ways, unfinished, making it extremely 

important to acknowledge and include the contributions of underrepresented women at 

the forefront of our goals for the memorial, so that we are not simply retelling the 

popular mythology of suffrage, but rather we are presenting the full picture of the 

struggle and impact of the unrecognized women in Cambridge; now therefore be it 

  

ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to work with the Cambridge Arts 

Council, the Cambridge Women’s Commission, the Cambridge Historical 

Commission, the Department of Public Works, the Schlesinger Library, and other 

appropriate departments to establish a diverse commission to conduct the artist 

selection process and commission opportunity on behalf of the City, with the goal of 

acknowledging a more representative story of the 19th Amendment and highlighting the 

contributions of Cambridge women; and be it further 

  

ORDERED:  That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to report back to the City Council on 

this matter.  

 



Women's Suffrage Project - Artist Selection Process - Projected Timeline, Feb 2019 - Aug 2022 - DRAFT 
Date Description Notes

02/15/19 Confirm budget, site, parameters
04/02/19 1st Suffrage Committee Meeting - Overview, History
05/07/19 2nd Suffrage Committee Meeting - Possible Sites
06/04/19 3rd Suffrage Committee Meeting - Public Art Process

06/15/19
Two weeks - Draft RFQ; identify exhibition space for April -May 2020 - 
Libraries? NB: Gallery 344 not available

07/02/19 4th Suffrage Committee Meeting - Review and approve RFQ

08/01/19
Release RFQ -Two month submission period; Identify and confirm Art 
Jury (3 Jurors +), Outreach outreach plan?

08/05/19 5th Suffrage Committee Meeting - RFQ outreach
09/03/19 6th Suffrage Committee Meeting - RFQ status update
09/30/19 Deadline for RFQ Submissions to registry on Slideroom.com
10/01/19 7th Suffrage Committee Meeting - RFQ status update
10/16/19 Two weeks - Registry opens to Art Jury
10/30/19 Late Oct - Art Jury convenes, 3-4 Finalists selected 
11/05/19 8th Suffrage Committee Meeting - Review selected finalists 

11/01/19
All month - Finalists meet with stakeholders; research; Finalists 
develop proposals work with city staff

12/01/19
All month - Finalists meet with stakeholders; research; Finalists 
develop proposals work with city staff

12/03/19 9th Suffrage Committee Meeting - Possible meeting with finalists?

01/01/20
All month - Finalists meet with stakeholders; research; Finalists 
develop proposals work with city staff

01/07/20 10th Suffrage Committee Meeting

02/01/20
All month - Finalists meet with stakeholders; research; Finalists 
develop proposals work with city staff

02/04/19 11th Suffrage Committee Meeting

03/01/20
Two weeks- Finalists meet with stakeholders; research; Finalists 
develop proposals work with city staff

03/03/20 12th Suffrage Committee Meeting
03/15/20 Final proposals + exhibition materials due 
04/01/20 Two weeks - Internal review of proposals create public feedback platform?
04/07/20 13th Suffrage Committee Meeting - Review proposals
04/15/20 Two weeks - Exhibit proposals / models (library branches) gather public feedback
05/01/20 All month - Exhibit proposals  / models (library branches) gather public feedback
05/05/20 14th Suffrage Committee Meeting

06/01/20
Early June - Committee convenes and selects proposal to be 
commissioned

06/02/20 15th Suffrage Committee Meeting - plan events
07/01/20 All month - prepare/plan event programming
07/07/20 16th Suffrage Committee Meeting
08/04/20 17th Suffrage Committee Meeting

08/26/20 Public announcement of selected proposal (100th anniversary date)
09/01/20 Two years - Detailed proposal development and fabrication
09/01/22 Installation 
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Margaret Fuller was born in Cambridge in1810. By her late teens, she was 
considered a prodigy and equal or superior in intelligence to her male friends.  
As an adult she hosted “Conversations” for men and women on topics that 
ranged from women’s rights to philosophy. She joined Ralph Waldo Emerson in 
editing and writing for the Transcendentalist journal, The Dial from 1840-1842.  It 
was in this publication that she wrote an article about women’s rights titled, 
“The Great Lawsuit,” which she would go on to expand into a book a few years 
later. 

In 1844, she moved to NYC to write for the New York Tribune. Her book, Woman 
in the Nineteenth Century was published in1845. She traveled to Europe as the 
Tribune’s foreign correspondent, the first woman to hold such a role. She died in 
a shipwreck off the coast of NY in July 1850 just as she was returning to life in 
the U.S. Her husband and infant also perished. It was hoped that she would be a 
leader in the equal rights and suffrage movements but her life was tragically cut 
short.
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Harriet A. Jacobs (1813-1897) was born into slavery in Edenton, NC. She escaped 
her sexually abusive owner in 1835 and lived in hiding for seven years. In 1842 she 
escaped to the north. She eventually was able to secure freedom for her children and 
herself. Her autobiography, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Written by Herself, was 
published in 1861 and brought her fame.

During the Civil War, Jacobs met with Elizabeth Cady Stanton and the Women’s 
National Loyal League and was elected to its executive committee. She and her 
daughter Louisa M. Jacobs (1833-1917), worked to care for and educate black 
refugees and orphans in Alexandria and Savannah. Louisa briefly lectured on suffrage for 
the American Equal Rights Association, but found that public speaking was not 
something she enjoyed. Stanton and Anthony left out the contributions of both Harriet 
and Louisa in their history of the woman suffrage movement.

Harriet worked briefly in Boston as clerk for the newly formed New England Women’s 
Club. She lived in Cambridge from1869-1877. Here she operated a boarding house, 
first at 10 Trowbridge Street and then at the corner of Mt. Auburn and Story streets. 
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1848
1st Woman’s 
Rights 
Convention

The first Woman’s 
Rights Convention 
took place in Seneca 
Falls, N.Y.

1850
1st National 
Woman’s Rights 
Convention
The first national 
gathering for women’s 
rights took place in 
Worcester, Mass. 
Margaret Fuller was 
remembered there. 
Annual conventions 
were held throughout 
the 1850s.

1866-1869

Suffrage 
Schism

In the years following the 
Civil War, the close 
affiliation between the 
anti-slavery and women’s 
rights movements began 
to show stress. Reformers 
were split about the best 
approach: suffrage for 
Black men first, or 
universal suffrage.

1869
American 
Woman 
Suffrage Assoc.
Led by Lucy Stone and 
based in Boston, the 
AWSA was formed. 
Unlike the NWSA, 
AWSA supported the 
const. amendments 
granting suffrage to 
Black men while also 
pushing ahead for 
Woman Suffrage.

1879

Partial Suffrage 
Achieved (for 
School Committee)

The Mass. legislature passed a 
law allowing women to vote in 
school committee elections. 
This was only a starting point 
but helped build political 
participation by women. Sarah 
Sprague Jacobs and Phebe 
Mitchell Kendall elected in 
Cambridge.

April 2019SARAH BURKS, CAMBRIDGE HISTORICAL COMMISSION
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“Women Depositing Their Ballots 
at the Police Court Polls”

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 
Dec. 20, 1879

These early women voters for 
Cambridge School Committee are 
shown here taking their new civic 
duty seriously despite being 
badgered by male canvassers.
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Phebe Mitchell Kendall (1828-1907) 
and Sarah Sprague Jacobs (1813-
1902) were elected to the Cambridge 
School Committee in 1879. 

Phebe Mitchell Kendall, pictured left, 
writer and biographer of her sister, 
astronomer Maria Mitchell. Kendall 
served on the School Committee for 
fourteen years.

Sarah Jacobs transcribed, edited, and 
published 17th century Cambridge 
records. These resources continue to 
assist historians today.

Credit: Maria Mitchell Association
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1895

Mass. Suffrage 
Referendum
This non-binding
referendum municipal 
election suffrage failed. 
Women already 
registered to vote in 
School Committee 
elections were allowed 
to vote on the measure 
but they were vastly 
outnumbered. 

1900

College Equal 
Suffrage League
Radcliffe alumnae, 
Maud Wood Park and 
Inez Haynes Irwin 
founded the College 
Equal Suffrage League 
and were instrumental 
in getting younger 
women to  support 
suffrage.

1900-1901
Woman’s Era 
Club Faces 
Discrimination
African American suffragist 
Josephine St. Pierre Ruffin 
formed the Woman’s Era 
Club in 1893 and The 
Woman’s Era newspaper 
in 1895.  The Cantabrigia
Club and the Mass. Fed’n
protested when Ruffin was 
excluded at the national 
meeting of the General 
Federation Women’s Clubs 
in 1900.

1914-1915

Mass. Suffrage 
Amendment
The Legislature proposed 
an amendment to the 
state constitution for full 
enfranchisement of 
women. Male voters 
defeated the 
amendment. (As part of 
the advocacy effort, the 
Cambridge Suffrage HQ 
opened on Hampshire St. 
then relocated to Central 
Square.) 

1919-1920
Nineteenth 
Amendment

The Constitutional Amend. 
passed Congress 4 June 
1919 and was ratified by 
states and signed into law 26 
August 1920.

Over 1,000 Cambridge 
women registered to vote in 
a single week. A mock 
election is conducted at City 
Hall prior to the official vote.

April 2019SARAH BURKS, CAMBRIDGE HISTORICAL COMMISSION
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1886
Cambridge 
Woman’s 
Suffrage League

Founded by Cora Scott 
Pond in 1886, with 
honorary president Col. 
T. W. Higginson. Merged 
with the CPEA in 1909.

Hosted a reception for 
Lucy Stone in 1893.

1896
Cambridge 
Political Equality 
Association

Founded by Grace A. 
Johnson in 1896. 
Merged with the CWSL 
in 1909. 

Maria Baldwin is 
mentioned as an 
honorary vice president 
in 1915.

1900
College Equal 
Suffrage League

Started by Radcliffe 
alumnae in 1900, this 
organization grew to 
include chapters in 30 
states across the country.

1914
Garnet Equal 
Suffrage Club

A suffrage organization 
for African American 
men and women in 
Cambridge and West 
Somerville. Its 
president, Mary E. 
Duhart, lived at 
48 Mt. Pleasant Street, 
Cambridge. 

1915
Cambridge Equal 
Suffrage Club

Founded in 1915 by 
president Mary Ware Allen. 
Held public meetings to 
publicize the suffrage 
amendment on the 1915 
ballot. 

April 2019SARAH BURKS, CAMBRIDGE HISTORICAL COMMISSION
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Men were suffragists too! 
Col. Thomas Wentworth Higginson (1823-1911) was one of many 
prominent male supporters of woman suffrage. He was a Unitarian 
minister, ardent abolitionist, and colonel of the 1st South Carolina 
Volunteers, the first federally authorized black regiment in the Civil War. 
Higginson continued to be an activist after the Civil War. He was a 
founding member of the American Woman Suffrage Association and an 
editor of the Woman’s Journal. Higginson was appointed the Honorary 
President of the Cambridge Woman’s Suffrage League, founded in 1886. 

Note: The Harvard Men’s League for Woman Suffrage was established in 
1911 by six students. The League hosted several important speakers in 
Cambridge including Emmeline Pankhurst, a militant English suffragette. 
Harvard College would not allow her to speak on campus, so the 
League rented out Brattle Hall for the standing room only event.
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Margaret West Norton Campbell was born in Maine in 1827.  She 
married John B. Campbell and they had three children. Margaret 
became interested in the woman suffrage movement after reading the 
proceedings of the first National Woman’s Rights Convention. 

The couple led an itinerant life passing back and fourth between New 
England, Iowa, and Illinois. She worked for the Mass. Woman Suffrage 
Association and then the American Woman Suffrage Association. She 
spent most of the 1870s and 1880s lecturing in the western states in 
support of state suffrage campaigns. She corresponded with Lucy Stone 
about her progress. 

For a brief time, Margaret and John lived in North Cambridge on 
Lambert Avenue. The Cambridge newspapers reported on her local 
lectures and her extensive travels. Margaret W. Campbell died in Joliet, 
Illinois in 1908.

Cambridge Chronicle, 22 Feb. 1879
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Maria Baldwin was born in Cambridge in 1856. She 
graduated from Cambridge High School in 1874 and the 
Cambridge Teachers’ Training School the following year. Though 
not initially offered a job in Cambridge, she was hired in 1882 
as a teacher at the Agassiz Grammar School on Sacramento 
Street. Seven years later, she was appointed principal, the first 
black woman to be appointed as a school principal in 
Massachusetts. In 1916, when a new, larger building was built, 
she was appointed master of the school--also a first.

She worked with Josephine St. Pierre Ruffin and Florida Ruffin 
Ridley to found the Woman’s Era Club, a Black woman’s club in 
Boston that also published the Woman’s Era journal. She was a 
member of the Cantabrigia Club. Both she and Ruffin wrote 
pro-suffrage articles in the NAACP’s journal, The Crisis.
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Alice Stone Blackwell was born in 1857 to the renowned 
suffragist Lucy Stone and Henry Browne Blackwell. Her family 
moved to Boston at the age of ten. She graduated from Boston 
University in 1881 and took a job in the offices of the paper 
established by her mother, the Woman’s Journal. From 1887-
1905, she edited and distributed the Woman’s Column, a 
periodical collection of suffrage news articles. She was an 
instrumental in facilitating the 1890 merger of the two national 
suffrage organizations into the National American Women’s 
Suffrage Assoc. In 1930, she published a biography of her mother 
entitled: Lucy Stone, Pioneer in Women’s Rights. Although she spent 
much of her life in Dorchester, she moved to Cambridge in 1936 
where she lived until her death fourteen years later.
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Hannah M. Todd Carret (1857-1944) was born in Lynn, Mass. She attended 
Symonds’ Kindergarten Training School and worked as a matron at the 
Brookline Day Nursery in the 1880s. She married James R. Carret in 1895. 
Before moving to Cambridge they lived in Lexington where she served three 
terms on the school committee. They lived at 10 Bellevue Avenue, 114 Upland 
Road, and 6 Frost Street in Cambridge between 1912-1925.

Hannah was a member of the Cambridge Woman Suffrage Party (founded 
1912) and was elected president of the Party in 1913.  She helped to organize 
the Cambridge delegation to the May 2, 1914 suffrage parade in Boston.

She was the first woman appointed to the Board of Prison Commissioners. 
Governor Foss selected her for this position. Twenty years earlier she had 
become the first woman probation officer in the country, and reportedly in 
the world, a post she served for three years. 

Both her mother and sister shared her interest in woman suffrage.
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Gertrude Wright Morgan was born in Springfield, Ill. in 1861. 
Springfield integrated its schools in 1874 and she was the first black 
student to attend the high school, where she graduated third in her 
class. She moved to St. Louis, Missouri to begin a teaching career. She 
rose to assistant vice principal of the high school there. In 1897, she 
married Clement G. Morgan and they moved to Cambridge soon after.

Both Clement and Gertrude were involved in the Niagara Movement 
and the establishment of the NAACP.  They hosted prominent citizens 
and civil rights leaders in their home at 265 Prospect Street. 

Gertrude was active in the suffrage movement, representing her ward 
on a committee for better city government. She was president of the 
Woman’s Era Club and member of the board of the Harriet Tubman 
House. In 1922, Governor Channing Cox appointed her to represent 
Massachusetts at the dedication of the Frederick Douglass house 
museum in Washington, D.C. She died in Cambridge in 1931.1906 Niagara Movement Conference in Harper’s Ferry, VA. 
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Mary Eliza Smith Duhart (1869-1939?) was born in Connecticut. In 1895 she 
married Thomas H. Duhart, a chef employed in clubs and hotels in the Boston area. They 
lived in several locations in Cambridge including 48 Mt. Pleasant Street and 14 Pleasant 
Street.

Duhart was the president of the Garnet Equal Suffrage Club, an African American 
suffrage association for men and women. In 1914, she was elected to be a delegate to 
the Progressive Party’s state convention at Faneuil Hall along with another African 
American woman from Cambridge, Mary J. Austin of 16 Mead Street.

Duhart was a delegate in 1915 to the northeastern Convention of Colored Women’s 
Clubs in Philadelphia. Joining her in the Cambridge delegation were Mrs. Clement G. 
(Gertrude Wright) Morgan, Mrs. Gertrude L. Cromwell, Mrs. C. E. Bond, Mrs. Edith F. 
Slade and Mrs. Clarence Adams. 
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Grace Allen Fitch Johnson was born in Indiana in1871. She 
worked as a librarian before marrying Lewis Jerome Johnson in 
1893. They moved to Cambridge in 1894. She served as a 
president of the Cambridge Political Equality Association from 
1899-1916. In 1912, she was one of three Massachusetts 
women delegates to the Progressive Party’s national 
convention. In 1912 to 1914, she was president of the 
Cambridge Public Schools Association. Johnson became 
interested in the League of Nations and in  September of 1926 
she went to Geneva to attend the commissions, council, and 
assembly of the League of Nations. In 1940, she represented 
Massachusetts before the Woman’s Centennial Congress and 
after the Second World War, she supported the United 
Nations.
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Maud Wood Park was born in Boston in1871. She worked as a teacher before 
attending Radcliffe College. She became interested in suffrage during college, but 
found that there was little support for it among the Radcliffe administration or her 
fellow students. At age 29 she attended the National American Woman Suffrage 
Association and was dismayed by the lack of attendance by other young women. 
Together with another Radcliffe alumna, Inez Haynes Gillmore, she founded the 
College Equal Suffrage League. She traveled the country speaking about suffrage and 
encouraging new chapters to form. The organization eventually had chapters in 30 
states. 

Park was the lead lobbyist for NAWSA in the years leading up to the passage of the 
Nineteenth Amendment. She helped found the Mass. League of Women Voters and 
was the first president of the national League of Women Voters. In 1943, she 
donated her papers to Radcliffe and the collection grew to become the Schlesinger 
Library.
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Marion Booth Smith Kelley (1872-1946) was born in 
Pennsylvania. She was educated at the Quaker Friends School 
in Philadelphia. She taught school and lectured in Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey before marring J. Foster Kelley in 1908, this 
being her second marriage. By 1909 she was enrolled at 
Boston University as an special student.

She lectured for the Massachusetts Woman Suffrage 
Association, often debating Anti-Suffrage speaker.s

She was described in the Cambridge papers as, “A cool, 
convincing, easy talker she is a distinctly womanly woman who 
believes that women can help men secure the right kind of 
government…”

Before 1920, Kelley moved from Cambridge to New York City, 
where she continued her work for the suffrage cause. 
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Florence Hope Luscomb was born in Lowell in 1887. Her mother, Hannah 
Knox Luscomb, was a feminist and had a love of politics. Hannah was active in the 
woman suffrage movement, and took a five year old Florence to hear Susan B. 
Anthony speak. This was the start of long advocacy career.

Luscomb graduated from MIT in 1909 with a B.S. in Architecture, being among the 
first women there to receive the degree. In 1918 she left architecture to pursue 
suffrage work full time. She worked for the Boston Equal Suffrage Association, 
sold copies of the Woman’s Journal on Boston Common, and gave speeches on 
suffrage throughout New England. 

After 1920, she found full-time work in various socially concerned organizations. 
She remained an activist for causes she believed in her whole life. She lived in 
several places in Cambridge including, toward the end of her life, in a co-op at 37 
Pleasant Street with much younger housemates.
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Many more Suffragists to Document:

• Mary Ware Allen

• Edna Lawrence Spencer

• Susan G. Walker Fitzgerald

• Ruth Valeria Jones

• Mary P. C. Billings

• Alice Spencer Geddes Lloyd

• Florence Lee Whitman

• Frances Kellogg Curtis

• Alice Longfellow

• Sarah Bull



CAMBRIDGE 
CHRONICLE, 
9 DECEMBER 1911



Locations of Cambridge 
Suffrage Rallies in 1915



Cambridge Tribune, 16 February 1918
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What happened after 1920?

• League of Women Voters established from suffrage organizations.

• Women running for elected office; examples include Florence Lee 
Whitman, the first woman elected to the City Council (1925-1927) 
and Pearl Katz Wise, City Council (1955-1963). More common 
were ward and committees and elected delegates to party 
conventions.

• Registration issues (Many hundreds of names were dropped from 
registration lists. Women who changed their names at time of 
marriage may have been especially likely to be dropped from the 
rolls.)

• Was there disenfranchisement in Cambridge? Were the registration 
purges intended to discourage voting? There were $2 poll taxes 
until the early 1960s. This area needs more research.
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Ruth Valeria Jones was born in Cambridge in 1895. 

The grand niece of of Frederick Douglass

Died at age 100 in 1996.

Among surviving women voters of 1920 who were recognized in 1990 for the 
70th anniversary of Nineteenth Amendment.

Worked for the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
as a telephone operator.

Volunteered as a ballot counter in Cambridge for 36 years.

Member of St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church.
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