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EASTERN CAMBRIDGE PLANNING STUDY: DRAFT GOALS

BROAD GOALS

Land Useand
Density

= Ensurethat the uses, scale, and density of new
development are compatible with existing
residential neighborhoods.

= |n mixed-usedistricts (North Point and
Kendall Square), emphasize housing together
with a mix of other uses such as office, R& D,
and retail to createlively districts, promote
walk-to-wor k opportunities, and limit the
increasein traffic.

= Focusstreet-fronting retail and related
pedestrian-friendly uses along streetsthat offer
opportunitiesto support lively pedestrian-
oriented commercial districts

= Encouragetransit-oriented development by
locating higher density commercial and
housing useswithin a short walking distance of
public transit stations.

= Coordinate future development with provision
of new transportation access.

= Link higher value new development to
provision of public benefits such as public open
space, affordable housing, neighbor hood-
serving retail, public transit, and other
elementsthat contributeto quality of life.

= Providedensities consistent with Growth
Management Petition recommendations.

Housing

= Encouragethe development of new housing
throughout Eastern Cambridge.

= Createavariety of affordable, moderate, and
mar ket-rate housing opportunitiesthat servea
diver se population.

= Provide a mix of ownership and rental housing
at all incomelevels.

= Encourage creation of some live/lwork and
artists housing.
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BROAD GOALS

AREA-SPECIFIC GOALS

North Point

Transition Area

Volpe Center and Main Street

Neighbor hoods

Economic
Development

Promote the creation of a wide range of jobs
that match the full range of the community’s
skills, education, and inter ests.

Encourage creation of retail to servethose who
liveand work in the area, particularly “mom
and pop” stores.

Promote opportunitiesfor start-up and
incubator businesses.

Maintain the city’slong-term tax base and
ability to fund arelatively high level of public
services.

» |nclude “mom and pop” retail as
part of new development,
particularly to provide continuity
with connections to Cambridge
Street.

» Provide Cambridge residents with
access to entry-level and other
lower skill jobs.

= Encourage retail that serves the
residentsas part of any new street-
fronting retail.

= Preserve opportunities for start-up
and incubator businesses.

= |Includeretail as part of new
development, particularly along
Third Street and Main Street.

= Provide Cambridge residents with
access to entry-level and other
lower skill jobs.

= Encourageretail to serve the
neighborhoods, possibly in modest
expansions to existing small retail
areas.

= Encourage businesses that provide
diverse range of goods and services
to cater to the needs of residents,
such as cafes, drycleaners, etc.

Transportation

Protect residential neighbor hoods from the
impacts of traffic associated with commercial
development.

Reduce theimpact of truck traffic on
neighborhood streets.
Promote a walkable community in which
residential neighborhoods and mixed-use
districts are woven together with a
comprehensive system of pedestrian-friendly
streets and public spaces.

Reduce reliance on the automobile by focusing
on making transit, walking, and bicycling more
attractive and convenient and by minimizing
new parking.

Expand transit services by implementing the
Urban Ring, the extension of the Green Lineto
Somerville, and enhanced busand TMA (e.g.
local shuttle) services; ensurethat future
development accommodates the Ur ban Ring.
Provide a continuous system of bicycleroutes,
supported by lock-up racks and other facilities.

» Make Lechmere atransit hub,
including an Urban Ring
connection, a Green Line extension
to Somerville, and expanded bus
and TMA (e.g. shuttle) services;
provide direct pedestrian
connections on both sides of the
McGrath/O’ Brien Highway.

= Create strong pedestrian
connections to Lechmere Station—
from North Point and the rest of the
community.

» Promote use of the Bunker Hill
Community College Orange Line
station with strong pedestrian
connections and bus and TMA-
services.

» Provide as many pedestrian,
bicycle, and street connections as
possible between North Point and
the rest of Eastern Cambridge,
without negatively impacting traffic
flow on O'Brien Highway or
encouraging additional traffic on
neighborhood streets.

» Create a network of streets within
North Point that distributes traffic
to multiple access/exit points.

» Encourage development of a bus
connection between Lechmere
Station and the Orange Line.

= Expand traffic calming measures
where possible and identify toolsto
limit additional traffic on
neighborhood streets.

= Open up First Street at
McGrath/O’ Brien Highway to draw
traffic from alternative north/south
connections.

= Attract traffic away from
neighborhood streets.

= Create more visibly public
pedestrian connections through the
Cambridgeside Galleria site to the
river.

= Develop the proposed multi-use
path along the Grand Junction to
connect neighborhoods to either
side.

= Create moreinviting pedestrian
routes between residential
neighborhoods, MIT and Kendall
Square.

= Create amore direct connection
between Third Street and Main
Street to accommodate more
efficient busand TMA access to the
Kendall Square Red Line station.

= | ocate new streets and usesin ways
that avoid directing traffic into
residentia neighborhoods.

= Study options for shifting traffic
from Third to First Street north of
Binney.

= Expand traffic calming measures
where possible and identify tools to
limit additional traffic on
neighborhood streets.

= Shift traffic from Third and other
neighborhood streets to First Street.

= |dentify opportunities to address
pedestrian safety and vehicular
speed on neighborhood streets.

= |dentify tools to make
neighborhood streets safe and
comfortable for children to walk
and bicycle.

» Promote increased bus and TMA-
services linking the residential
neighborhoods to Kendall Square
and rapid transit stations.

= |dentify tools to reduce truck traffic
and create more stringent rules for
larger trucks.

= Redesign the Binney/Fulkerson
Street intersection to improve safety
for pedestrians and vehicles.




BROAD GOALS

Open Space

= Enhancethe area’ s open spaceresourcesto
serve current and future residents.

= Design any new open spacesto be convenient
and welcoming to residents.

= Createanetwork of pedestrian and bicycle-
friendly connectionsto the River.

Urban Design

= Createalively, pedestrian-friendly, public
realm, wherever possible by animating public
sidewalks spaces with retail and other
pedestrian-friendly uses

= Usestreetscape and public realm design to
reinforce a pedestrian-friendly character
throughout Eastern Provide, including street
treeswherever possible.

= Extend the human (and historic) scale and
pattern of blocksinto the mixed-use districts.

= | ocate new buildingsto provide consistent street
wallsalong public streets; avoid blank walls or
parking facilities facing public streets.

= Createtransition in massing and scale from
higher density mixed-use districts down toward
neighborhoods.

= Preservethescaleand character of residential
neighbor hoods.

= Encourage public art and the“1% for art”
tradition in all new development.
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