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MEETING  Monday, June 22, 2015   
       
TIME          5:39 PM 
         
PRESIDING OFFICER      Mayor David P. Maher     
 
PRESENT  Mayor Maher, Vice Mayor Benzan, Councillors Carlone, 

Cheung, Kelley, Mazen, McGovern, Simmons and 
Toomey 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
MOMENT OF MEDITATION  Offered for the victims and the families of the tragic 

event in Charleston, SC. 
 
MAYOR ANNOUNCED THAT THE MEETING WAS BEING RECORDED WITH AUDIO AND VISUAL 
DEVICES. 
 

SUBMISSION OF THE RECORD 
 
No minutes were submitted for acceptance. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Sue Butler, 14 Clinton Street, spoke on Policy Order #2.  She stated that she is impressed 
by the seriousness and speed in which people responded to concerns and formulated a 
way to forward along the issues to the City Council.  She stated that it is better to cut the 
electric load by being efficient.  She stated that she signed the petition and urged the City 
Council to vote favorably on the Net Zero Action Plan.   
 
John DiGiovanni, Harvard Square Business Association, spoke on City Manager Agenda 
Item #17.  He stated that in 2008 he was involved in the committee to review the 

License’s Cap policy.  He stated that he believes that the License Commission and the 

city made the right action in adjusting the caps.  He stated the License Commission has 
increased their workload and their work has been positive.  He stated that the License 
Commission is a group that is easy to work with.  
 

RESOLUTION FIFTEEN 
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Vice Mayor Benzan moved for suspension of the rules to dispense with the regular order 
of business to bring forward a late resolution on Cambridge Rindge and Latin High 
School Girl's Outdoor Track and Field 2015 State Championship. 
The question now came on suspension of the rules and on a voice vote of six the rules 
were - 
 Suspended. 
Vice Mayor Benzan asked the Girl's Track Team and their coaches to come forward. 
Each City Councillor present praised the team for their outstanding achievement. 
 
Vice Mayor Benzan read the resolution as follows: 
(HERE INSERT RESOLUTION #15) 
The Resolution was - 
 Adopted by the affirmative vote of six members. 
 
At this point public comment was resumed. 
 
Randy Brooks spoke on City Manager Agenda #19.  He stated that the Western Avenue 
project is not helping the community.  He stated that the residents were not asked for 
input as to what was going to happen and it has not been a benefit to the neighborhood.  
He stated that this project has gone on for two years.  He asked if something can be done.  
He stated that the bump outs have taken away a lot of prime parking spaces.  He stated 
that the beauty of the project is not as grand as what was anticipated.  He stated that this 
project has not helped traffic at all. 
 
Nina Dillon, 386 Walden Street, spoke on Policy Order #2.   She stated that she is part of 
Mothers Out Front.  She stated the support of the organization to the Net Zero Action 
Plan.   
 
Minga Claggett-Borne, 7 Pleasant Place, spoke on Committee Report #2.  She stated that 
this is something that the residents of the City have been asking for this.  She stated that 
she is excited to see city officials making a switch to green energy.  She stated that people 
are often unaware that carbon and other fossil fuel energy has many costs.  She explained 
that children suffer from asthma and other allergies and noted that methane leaks are 
costly to the city.  She stated that Mothers Out Front support the plan and urged the City 
Council to support this plan.   
 
Henrietta Davis, 120 Chestnut Street, spoke on Committee Report #2.  She stated that she 
was honored to serve on the Net Zero Task Force.  She added her support and asked the 
City Council to pass this as quickly as possible.  She stated that energy efficiency is first 
and we should look at energy efficiency in existing buildings.  She noted that the City has 
done a lot of work in this regard.  She stated that she is pleased to say that she had solar 
panels installed on her rooftop the prior day.  She thanked the City Council for its 
support.    
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Bob Schnibbe, 987 Tremont Street, Duxbury, spoke on Policy Order #5.  He stated that 
he is Chief Executive Officer of Commonwealth Alternative Care, a medical marijuana 
dispensary seeking licensure to operate a RMD in Cambridge at 135 Fawcett Street.  He 
spoke in favor of Policy Order #5 which would instruct the City Manager to write a letter 
indicating that the City of Cambridge is not opposed to siting Commonwealth Alternative 

Care’s RMD at 135 Fawcett Street.  He stated that Commonwealth Alternative Care 

intends to use this location to provide palliative care to patients suffering from chronic, 
debilitating conditions.  He stated that Commonwealth Alternative Care focuses on the 
whole patient by directing its patients to free or low-cost complimentary care measures 
such as acupuncture, nutritional counseling and reiki and massage which will be provided 

by Cambridge-based operators.  He asked for the City Council’s support of Policy Order 

#5. 
 
John Woods, Deputy Director of Planning and Development for the Cambridge Housing 
Authority (CHA), spoke on Applications and Petitions Item #1.  He asked the City 
Council to approve the curb cut at Jefferson Park State development.  He stated that the 
curb cut is needed so the CHA can incorporate the new entrance into the redeveloped site 
which was approved by the Board of Zoning Appeals in October of 2014 after a spirited 
public process.  He stated that they worked closely with residents, neighbors and City 
departments to come up with a new traffic pattern at the site that will provide an entrance 
across the street from the intersection of Rindge Avenue and Clifton Street.  He stated 
that the design reflects significant input from all involved.  He stated that the approval of 
the curb cut will allow CHA to move forward with the construction stage.   
 
James Williamson, 1000 Jackson Place, spoke on Applications and Petitions #1 and #2.  
He stated that there was a meeting for abutters at Jefferson Park wherein residents were 
not invited.  He stated that the Co-Chairs of the neighborhood association were not 
invited.  He stated that a better job could have been done in that regard.  He stated that 
the submission has the traffic going in two directions at the curb cut.  He stated that this 
should be clarified before approved.  He stated that there is not a hurry if there are 
outstanding unresolved issues.  He stated that he likes the idea of there being a street 
through the new development but he feels that it is quite wide.  He stated that the Harvard 
Square Advisory Meeting was scheduled at the same time as a City Council meeting and 
this should not happen.  He stated his support for the Net Zero Eviction Policy.   
 

POLICY ORDER ELEVEN 
Councillor Simmons moved suspension of the rules to introduce the following Policy 
Order # 11. 
 
Councillor Simmons stated that she and Councillor Mazen are submitting this Policy 
Order and apologized for it being a late Order.  She noted that the City Council does not 
have a meeting next week so she wanted this issue addressed by the City Council before 
the summer recess by the City Council.  She noted that she wanted this matter before the 
City Council so that the public may speak on the matter. 
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The question now came on suspension of the rules – and on a voice vote the rules were – 

Suspended and Policy Order Eleven was before the City Council which was read by 
Councillor Simmons as follows: 
(HERE INSERT POLICY ORDER # 11) 
 

The order was – 

Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members. 
 
Vice Mayor Benzan stated that the City Council would proceed to the regular order of 
business; that being to continue with Public Comment. 
 
Mary Gashaw, student at CRLS and member of Black Lives Matter Cambridge, stated 
that black lives matter and we live in a civilization that does not recognize that fact.  She 
noted that what happened in Charleston was an act of terrorism against black people.  She 
asked that the City of Cambridge recognize this incident as an act of terrorism.   She 
stated that there are 13,000 black people in Cambridge who struggle because of racism.  
She stated that it is important that the City Council say that. 
 
Stephanie Garand, student at CRLS and member of Black Lives Matter Cambridge, 
stated that there was a rally the previous day to show support for the victims of the 
Charleston shooting.  She stated that the City of Cambridge should go on record and 
stand with the citizens of Charleston in naming what this incident is which racist 
terrorism.     
 

Carol O’Hare stated that she is displeased about airplane noise.  She stated that regarding 

the Beat Hotel application which is Applications and Petitions #2, they have applied for a 
projecting sign in Harvard Square and apparently the Historical Commission has 
approved this sign.  She stated that given the last approval of 24 signs at 34 Brattle Street, 
it is not consistent with their mandate.   
 
David Rogers, 18 Richdale Avenue, spoke on Applications and Petitions #4.  He stated 
that he is present in his capacity as a resident of North Cambridge.  He stated that Richard 
Avenue is one block long with seven houses on each side.  He stated that the design does 
not fit with the character of the neighborhood.  He noted that ground retail will not do 
well at that site.  He stated that the scale of the building is out of proportion.  He stated 
that the neighborhood wants to have a good dialogue with the developer to no avail.    
Elizabeth Stern, 20 Cambridge Terrace, stated that she is the owner of 7 Richard Avenue.  
She stated that a developer is proposing to move forward with a project in disregard for 
an established neighborhood.  She noted that there is disregard to engage in meaningful 
dialogue with the developer.  She stated that this is not the first time there has been 
opposition in Cambridge between developers and small neighborhoods.  She asked what 
recourse small neighborhoods have.  She stated residents look to elected officials for help 
and protection.  She stated that the proposed project is out of scale, is a bad location for 
retail and the project does not respect the existing character of the neighborhood. 
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Sarah Bell, 19 Muller Avenue, spoke on Applications and Petitions #4.  She stated that 
this is a dense neighborhood.  She stated that the height of this building provides shadow 
which will darken the front end of Richard Avenue.  She stated that there is concern that 
the parking will put the neighborhood over the top.   
 
Peter Crawley, 88 Thorndike Street, spoke in favor of the Climate Action Plan.  He stated 
that the elephant in the room around climate change is the greenhouse gas inventory of 
the city.  He stated that 80% comes from buildings and without addressing the energy use 
of existing and future buildings, significant progress cannot be made.  He stated that there 
is a lack of leadership at the federal level regarding greenhouse gas and carbon reduction.  
He stated that many credible entities have set goals and made commitments.  He added 
that Cambridge needs strong goals and he asked the City Council to approve this plan 
which dovetails well with many other initiatives that the City is pursuing such as housing 
and mitigation of vulnerability impacts.   
 
John Sanzone, 540 Memorial Drive, stated that regarding Policy Order #6, it is odd to ask 

for ADA compliance on a major road because it’s absurd that the City doesn’t have them 

already.  He stated that there are particular concerns and constraints but there needs to be 
an effort into developing proper designs.  He stated that many Cambridge residents have 
a positive vision for this section of Huron Avenue.  He stated that with rejuvenated effort, 
the City can create a street that makes people happy and comfortable to come out and 
walk, run, bike, both on the street and to cross from their neighborhood to Fresh Pond or 
to connect to other parts of the city and region.  He added that it is a good time to put in a 
word for finding a funding source to complete the Cambridge-Watertown Greenway with 
robust designs and good connections to the neighborhood and Fresh Pond.  He stated his 
hope that a connection can be made from the repurposed rail corridor up to Huron 
Avenue at grade which makes a complete street at Huron Avenue all the more important.  
He urged his support for the Net Zero Action Plan.     
 
Daniel Laurent, 262 Rindge Avenue, spoke in support of Order #9.  He stated that people 
should oppose racism.  He stated that issues of racism have been the legacy of slavery 
and colonialism in the Americas.  He stated that Cambridge was a key city that opposed 
apartheid in South Africa.  He stated that to understand what is happening in Haiti and 
the Dominican Public, an example would be if suddenly the American government says 
that anyone born after 1929 has to prove that they are citizens and if they cannot, they 
have to be deported to their country of origin.  He asked the City Council to support this 
Policy Order.  
 
Pia Cisternino, 62 Holworthy Street, stated that she supports the request for more 
enrollment data of Charter Schools.  She stated that they raise the question of who is 
leaving and why they are leaving.  She stated that there is little information available as 

to what extent Charter Schools can teach children’s needs. 

Emily Dexter stated that she is pro-public schools and would like more children to attend 
public school.  She stated that it is good for families to participate in public schools.  She 
stated that not all Cambridge students that attend Charter Schools are attending Charter 
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Schools in Cambridge.  She stated that Charter School enrollment is increasing every 
year.  She stated that this is not encouraging.  She stated that Charter Schools do not have 
district overhead and have 30% more teachers.   
 
Hasson Rashid, 820 Massachusetts Avenue, stated that when the federal government no 
longer has use for a property, the property is usually declared to be surplus.  He stated 
that under Title V, homeless service providers have a right of first refusal to acquire 
surplus property at no cost before the property can be offered to state or local government 
or be sold to generate revenue for the federal government.  He stated that Volpe Center 
administration circumvented and removed the local homeless sector and mosaic from the 
planning equation for the Volpe in violation of federal mandates.       
                                                                                                                                                                               
Peter Valentine, Brookline Street, stated that neighbors come to the City Council for 
hope.  They need to know that the City Council will deal with neighborhood and 
development concerns.  He stated that the Foundry and the Sullivan Courthouse are good 
examples of how the homeless sector and mosaic is getting blocked out of their legal 
rights to be included.  He noted that homelessness is an official public health issue and 
officially of the highest priority in other sectors of the society at large.   
 
Frank Perullo, 137 Lewis Wharf, spoke on Policy Order #5.  He asked for City Council 
support of this Policy Order.  He stated that Commonwealth Alternative Care spoke with 
many neighbors and they will continue to do so.  He asked the City Council to vote in 
favor of this Policy Order.   
 
Hung Liu, 1673 Cambridge Street, stated that she is interested in the traffic as well as 
revitalizing and bringing prosperity to the North Cambridge corridor.  She stated that the 
City can do a better job because of Harvard, MIT and a long history of civil rights.  She 
spoke in support of City Manager Agenda Item #19.  She stated that she does not feel 
safe when crossing Massachusetts Avenue in the Porter Square area.   
 
Bob Marshall, 165 Western Avenue, spoke on Policy Order #7.  He stated that it may be 
possible that the City Council can ask the City Manager for special sleeves to protect an 

ATM card when it is in a person’s pocket.   

 
Elie Yarden, 143 Pleasant Street, spoke on Committee Report #2.  He stated that he 
originally came to speak about the Net Zero Action Plan.  He stated that he was shocked 
to see the late City Council Order concerning what happened in South Carolina.  He 
stated that this City Council order is nowhere near the description of what happened in 
South Carolina.  He stated that the church was located in a historic district.  He said that 
what happened was gentrification and asked why this was not mentioned.   He stated that 
this was an act of deliberate terrorism.   
 
Elaine DeRosa, 4 Pleasant Place, spoke on Applications and Petitions #1.  She spoke in 
support of the curb cut for Jefferson Park and noted that this will be a gateway to over 
100 units of affordable housing.  She asked for approval of the curb cut.   
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Vice Mayor Benzan closed public comment at 7:06 PM.  Mayor Maher assumed the 
Chair. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
# 9  Order adopted 9 – 0 – 0. 
#10  Order adopted 9 – 0 – 0. 
#12  Order adopted 9 – 0 – 0. 
#13  Order adopted 9 – 0 – 0. 
#16  Order adopted 9 – 0 – 0. 
#20  Placed on file. 

NON CONSENT AGENDA 
Councillor Simmons stated that she wanted to remove Agenda Items # 1 through # 8 and # 15 
regarding appointments. 
 
Councillor Simmons commented on appointments being made in a timely fashion.  She stated 
that the City Council and the City Manager have been criticized for not having boards and 
commissions filled to their full complement.  She is pleased with the appointments.  She spoke 
about the boards and commissions being reflective of the makeup of the community.  She 
acknowledged the diversity of the appointments.  She requested that an introduction be given 
on the reappointments as well.  She wanted information available to the public about who are 
the members of the boards and commissions, the purpose of the board or commission and how 
often they hold meetings.  She asked if boards and commission members are given training and 
which are advisory or regulatory boards and commissions.  City Manager Rossi explained that 
much work has been done on boards and commissions.  There is a boards and commissions 
website and is being updated to contain the information that Councillor Simmons has 
requested.  It is stressed that members pay attention to the makeup of their board or 
commission and to have the membership reflect their community as much as possible.  He 
stated that he is pleased with the makeup of the boards and commissions.  He stated that 
information can be provided on reappointments.  He wanted this done on a regular basis so that 
membership does not fall behind.  Mr. Rossi explained that mandatory training is required for 
regulatory boards.  Councillor Simmons requested that advisory boards also have this training.   
 
Councillor Mazen spoke about bringing the boards and commissions into a more forceful 
community betterment era.  He hopes to see what these boards and commissions can do with 
this people power.  Mr. Rossi explained that the City continues to advertise and encourages 
people to apply even when there are no vacancies in an effort to get to meet people in the City. 
 
Councillor Toomey thanked the members on the boards and commissions for their willingness to 
serve and he thanked the City Manager.  He moved that Agenda Items # 1 through # 8 and #15 
be placed on file.  On a voice vote the motion – Carried. 
 
# 1  Placed on file. 
# 2  Placed on file. 
# 3  Placed on file. 
# 4  Placed on file. 
# 5  Placed on file. 
# 6  Placed on file. 
# 7  Placed on file. 
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# 8  Placed on file. 
#15  Placed on file. 
 
# 11  Here insert Agenda # 11 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Simmons stated that she is 
pleased with the recommendation.  The residents of the LBJ Apartments have been impeded by 
quick response from emergency vehicles.  It has been problematic due to the lack of the 
demarcation of parking at this site.  She stated that the residents will be pleased with the 
response.   
 
# 11  Placed on file. 
 
#14  Here insert Agenda # 14 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor McGovern stated that this 
program is tremendously helpful to many families.  He felt that the program should be 
publicized. 
Assistant City Manager for Human Services Ms. Semonoff explained the program that is located 
at 25 sites with one year long site.  She stated that there are five public parks where someone 
up to the age of nineteen can get a free lunch.  She cited the parks.  Physical activities and 
games are offered at the same time as the meals.  So in addition to nutritious meals there is 
offered physical activity.  There is also a book bike that comes to the five parks one day a week 
to give away free books to the kids in the park.  There are also 20 camp sites that operate the 
free meal program at the school sites.  Ms. Semonoff stated that the program is highly 
regulated.   
 
Councillor Toomey thanked her department for their outstanding job and for this great services. 
 
Mayor Maher attended the camp sites.  He spoke about the type and quality of the meals 
offered.  He spoke about and thanked Ms. Semonoff and her staff for the literacy, nutrition and 
making the experience fun for the children.   
 
The following order was now considered, the question being on adoption, to wit: 
(HERE INSERT ORDER FOR AGENDA #14) 
 
The question now came on adoption of the order and the roll was called and resulted as follows: 
 
YEAS:    Vice Mayor Benzan, Councillors Carlone, Cheung, Kelley, Mazen,    
    McGovern, Simmons and Toomey and Mayor Maher    ‐ 9 
NAYS:    None                ‐ 0 
ABSENT:  None                ‐ 0 
and the order was ‐ 
  Adopted. 
 
#17   Here insert Agenda # 17 read by Mayor Maher.  Vice Mayor Benzan noted that the 
License Commission is looking into making changes to the regulations with respect to alcohol 
and entertainment licenses.  He commended the License Commission staff.  He spoke about 
bring regulations up to date. 
 
Councillor Simmons noted that the City Manager is bringing back reports in an expeditious 
manner.  She spoke about yeomans work being done by the License Commission. 
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#17  Placed on file. 
 
#18  Here insert Agenda # 18 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Mazen asked what the plan is 
going forward.  He asked what does the City do seeing that the FAA is disinclined to help.  Mr. 
Rossi wanted the public to know that the City has done everything it can to encourage the FAA 
to think about this differently.  He stated that he sympathizes with residents.  He stated that he 
is disheartened by the response. 
 
Mr. Deignan stated that he serves on the Logan Noise Citizen Advisory Committee for the last 
five years.  He stated that the Noise Advisory Committee is engaged in conducting a three phase 
noise study of the airport; currently in the third phase.  He noted that there have been a number 
of things done to reduce airway noise.  This action that increased the noise over Cambridge in 
2012 is something that the CAC has been working on.  He stated that the FAA did not like what 
the CAC proposed and proposed their own navigational route which concentrated flights in 
West Cambridge. He stated that the CAC has been working with officials in Belmont, Watertown 
and other areas to engage the FAA to come up with other alternatives to spread out flights 
more.  He stated they were told by the FAA that they had to go through Massport so the CAC 
will get Massport for follow up.  He stated that the work will continue with the other 
communities and legislators.  He stated that through the Reauthorization Process to see if the 
national caucus can take up this issue.  Councillor Mazen suggested a resolution be sent to the 
federal authorities.  Mr. Rossi stated that this has been done in the past but felt it should be 
done again.  He stated that a resolution could be drafted for adoption by the City Council.   
 
Councillor Carlone asked if the FAA meets with Massport and this is the time to bring thing issue 
to the forefront.  Mr. Deignan stated that he would inquire when the next meeting will occur.    
 
#18  Placed on file. 
 
#19  Here insert Agenda # 19 read by Mayor Maher.  Vice Mayor Benzan stated his concerns 
and his constituents about the narrowing of major arteries, specifically Western Avenue.  He 
stated that a property owner also expressed concern about the narrowing of Western Avenue 
and the traffic congestion.  He stated that major arteries cannot be narrowed.  He understands 
that all want Cambridge to be the best sustainable City in the country but there are instances 
where this just does not work.  He stated that he has received complaints.  He stated that the 
report does not contain any response from first responders.  The report does indicate that any 
infrastructure improvements would be approved by the first responders.  He noted that there is 
no comment from first responders after the infrastructure improvements have been made.  He 
stated that he has heard from members of the Fire Department who do not like to maneuver 
down Western Avenue in the event of an emergency call. He stated that it is difficult for both a 
bus and a truck to travel down Western Avenue and to stay in their own lanes.  He wanted the 
City to rethink what it is doing.  He acknowledged the community input into the Western 
Avenue project.  Vice Mayor Benzan stated that he felt that the report is incomplete because 
there is no information from first responders about the improvements.  He wanted to see this 
information.  Mr. Rossi stated that projects that goes out to bid is reviewed by the fire chief.  He 
stated that the fire chief or the assistant fire chief do not have any problems telling the City 
administration what they like or do not like about any project, what is a safety hazard and what 
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needs to be altered before they are satisfied.  He noted that the police commissioner also has 
input into the projects.  All first responder’s recommendations are included in the projects.   
 
Ms. Watkins explained that there is close collaboration with both the fire and police 
departments in the work.  She noted that there is a decrease in the number and severity of 
crashes; this is a significant improvement.  Vice Mayor Benzan stated that it is unknown if 
crashes decreased on Western Avenue.  He noted that there are not bump outs on 
Massachusetts Avenue, which is wide, between Prospect and Columbia Streets.  He stated that 
Carl Barron Plaza is the most dangerous plaza and no action has been taken to make this safe for 
pedestrians.  He stated that he does not see any evidence that Cambridge is safer because of 
the narrowing of streets and the bump outs.   He noted that the data does not show this.  He 
spoke about the cost of these improvements. 
 
Ms. Rasmussen stated that there will be an evaluation of Western Avenue as soon as the project 
is completed.  This is done for all City projects.  Ms. Rasmussen stated that there is before and 
after data for comparison on pedestrians, speed and crash rates.  The City tends to be data 
driven to understand the impacts of the projects.  Speeds decrease in a way that does not cause 
congestion.  Pedestrian safety is borne out in the safety data collected over time.  She stated 
that there was an extensive community process done on Western Avenue with many different 
proposals being discussed.  It was expressed that it was difficult to cross Western Avenue unless 
you were at a signal.  This was due to the fact that Western Avenue had wider lanes than what 
Cambridge was used to.  Traffic was traveling at high speeds on Western Avenue.  Pedestrians 
could not cross because vehicular traffic would not stop.  Now what is seen is that speed has 
decreased to a level that is more common in Cambridge, to that of 20 MPH.  This causes cars to 
stop for pedestrians who want to cross the street.  She added that after Cronin Park the same 
number of travel lane on Western Avenue are the same.  The congestion level are similar to 
what they were before the improvement.  The construction of the street has had a significant 
impact on congestion.  She commented that it is hard to measure before the project is 
completed.  She explained that there have been numerous proposals to do traffic calming on 
City streets that the fire chief has rejected.   
 
Vice Mayor Benzan stated that the City wants to encourage people not to drive, but 
unfortunately people are going to drive.  He stated that the people who live in the City are the 
ones who have been inconvenienced by this infrastructure improvements, not the people 
traveling through the City.  He spoke about the pollution created with more congestion caused 
by slower speeds on Western Avenue.  Not all people walk or ride bikes, some people have to 
drive.  He stated that major arteries should not be bottlenecked.  Mr. Rossi stated that these 
have been City policy for 25‐30 years.  Western Avenue appears and looks different, but it has 
the same number of travel lanes.  He explained that the City has advocated to the State to allow 
the City to take over the timing of the lights at Memorial Drive to better coordinate the flow of 
traffic.  This has never been accepted by the state.  He explained that many of the projects are 
generated by residents who do not like speeding on the streets through their neighborhoods.  
He stated that City policies are reexamined.  He stated that Cambridge is recognized as being a 
safe City for pedestrian, cyclists and motorists.  He stated that overall the City administration 
has followed the guidance set up by the City Council.  The objectives are safety and safe travel.  
Vice Mayor Benzan commented that all the issues working together help the sustainability 
issues. 
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Councillor McGovern stated that there are tradeoffs.  He stated that when thinks slow down you 
get traffic.  It is hard to assess Western Avenue because it is under construction.  He asked what 
is done if it determined that this improvement was not beneficial.  He stated that he did not 
think that traffic calming was needed on Western Avenue.  He stated that the gridlock is terrible.  
He did not think that streets should be narrowed to allow pedestrians to cross the street; 
pedestrians should be encouraged to cross in the crosswalks.  Regarding raised curbs, he stated 
that he could not open the door to his van because of the curb.  He questioned the decision 
regarding the height of the curbs.  Ms. Watkins explained that on Western Avenue it is the base 
paving; the final paving has not been done.  The operation is not in the final conditions yet.  This 
will occur in early August.  Councillor McGovern spoke about a right turn only lane at the corner 
of Memorial Drive and Western Avenue which has been eliminated and it is causing confusion.  
He commented that the traffic that travels on Western Avenue is not Cambridge traffic.   
 
Ms. Rasmussen stated that the congestion on Western Avenue is caused by two things.  One is 
the amount of traffic and the other is the traffic lights.  The congestion is not impacted by the 
lane width.  She stated that there is not enough real estate to get the enormous amount of 
traffic traveling on Western and Putnam Avenues and Memorial Drive through the intersections 
at peak hours.  The traffic backs up from Memorial Drive and then Putnam Avenue through 
Howard Street.   
 
Councillor McGovern suggested after construction to have police detail at Putnam Avenue to 
move traffic along.  Mr. Rossi suggested trying again to ask the state to allow the City to 
program the lights at Memorial Drive.   
 
Councillor Carlone stated that this is national standards and goals and it is a balancing of the 
public space.  The numbers are the same before and after construction.  He stated that the 
travel lane was developed in the l950's.  It takes time to get used to the change.  He felt the 
report hit the highlights.  It is s step forward.   
 
Councillor Kelley stated that he is not a fan of traffic calming.  He spoke about the danger of 
depth perception.  He spoke about the number of crossings and what works in one place does 
not necessarily work in others.  He stated that there are too many places where cars can cut 
across the cycle track on Western Avenue.  He stated that nationwide there has been a 
reduction in accidents and whether this impacts Cambridge he is unsure.  He urged caution with 
traffic calming because he does not see the benefit. 
 
Councillor Mazen stated that the real threat of safety concerns need to treated seriously rather 
than the vague fear of traffic problems that may manifest.   
 
#19  Placed on file.   
    
#21  Here insert Agenda # 21 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Mazen asked that if the City's 
law is so advanced what needs to be communicated back to the state or the legislators to 
include our language for other municipalities, if Cambridge is the benchmark.  Mr. Rossi 
explained the mechanism that the state allows is to opt in.  He noted that the City is still 
analyzing the issues.  He stated that in many ways Cambridge offers better benefits that the 
state gives.  He noted that it would be cumbersome to renegotiate contacts.  He stated that he 
recognizes that there is a group of employees that the City does provide benefits.  It is his 
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understanding that it is this group that the City Council is interested in providing benefits.  He 
urged the City Council to accept his recommendation and not adopt this today and allow the 
City to analysis what the City currently offers its employees and to allow the City to add in a 
piece that would recognize what would be done for the employees who are not currently 
covered by the state law.  He announced that pursuant to another City Council Order there is a 
task force reviewing the family leave issue.  This policy which will promulgated will be reported 
to the City Council at the August meeting.  Councillor Mazen stated that he would follow the 
City Manager's recommendations.  Mr. Rossi stated that there may be conflicts for private 
businesses.  He spoke about his concerns to fund this.   
 
Councillor Simmons stated that she is looking for employee parity and fairness.  She stated that 
she would following the recommendation made by Mr. Rossi.  Mr. Rossi explained the challenge 
for benefits for employees such as seasonal employees.  He stated that the Attorney General 
issued a directive about this recently.   
 
#21  Placed on file.  
 

CALENDAR 
 
# 1  Here insert Calendar Item Number One.  Councillor Kelley moved to table the matter  ‐ 
and on a voice vote of nine members the item was Tabled on motion of Councillor Kelley. 
# 2  No action taken. 
 

APPLICATIONS AND PETITIONS 
 

# 1  Order adopted on an affirmative vote of nine members on motion of Councillor 
Simmons. 
# 3  Order adopted on an affirmative vote of nine members on motion of Councillor 
Simmons. 
# 5  Referred to the City Manager with power on motion of Councillor Simmons. 
 

NON CONSENT APPLICATIONS AND PETITIONS 
 
#2  Here insert Application and Petitions # 2 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Carlone 
commented that when a sign is colorful the presentation has to be in color to fully understand 
the impact. He stated that more information needed to be presented by the petitioner on the 
sign.   
 
Councillor Mazen stated that the packet of information presented to the City Council should be 
in color.   
 
The following order was now considered, the question being on adoption, to wit: 
(HERE INSERT ORDER FOR APPLICATION & PETITION # 2) 
 
The order was adopted by the affirmative vote of eight members.  Councillor Carlone was 
recorded in the negative on this matter. 
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# 4  Here insert Application and Petitions # 4 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Carlone 
stated that this is an interesting issue raised by the residents.  He stated that generally a 
business district goes back 150 feet.  He stated that this is the end of the Mass. Avenue Overlay 
district where there are low density houses.  This is the transition of the Mass. Avenue Overlay 
which requires retail and it is where it meets two family houses.  He stated that there is merit on 
the current zoning and what the neighbors are saying.  He stated that the design for the dry 
cleaning site is alien to anything around it.  It might take a while to figure out the right way to 
proceed on this.   
 
Mayor Maher stated that it is his hope that the new owner of the property will meet with the 
neighbors to discuss this.  He stated that whether the B district is the right district is the real 
issue.   
 
# 4  Referred to the Ordinance Committee and the Planning Board for hearing and report.  
 

CONSENT COMMUNICATIONS 
 

# 1 – 6  Placed on file 
 

CONSENT RESOLUTIONS 
 

Councillor Simmons moved adoption of the Consent Resolutions and upon adoption to make the 
resolutions unanimously sponsored.  The motion carried on a voice vote. 
 
# 1 – 12   All consent resolutions were adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members. 
 

CONSENT POLICY ORDERS 
 
# 8  Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members. 
# 9  Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
# 1  Here insert Committee Report # 1 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Simmons spoke on 
the discussion on LGBT friendly housing.  She moved that the report be accepted and placed on 
file. 
 
In connection with this matter Vice Mayor Benzan submitted the following order, the question 
being on adoption, to wit: 
(HERE COPY POLICY ORDER # 15) 
The order was ‐ 
  Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members. 
 
# 2  Here insert Committee Report # 2 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Cheung moved 
suspension of the rules to dispense with the regular order of business and bring forward Policy 
Order # 2 read by Mayor Maher.  The question now came on suspension of the rules and on a 
voice vote the rules were ‐ suspended. 
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Councillor Cheung moved to refer this to Committee Report # 2.  He further moved to amend 
the motion in Committee Report # 2 to include the language in Policy Order # 2.  The question 
now came on referral to Committee Report # 2 and the motion carried on a voice vote.  The 
question now came on the amendment and on a voice vote the amendment ‐ Carried. 
The question now came on adoption of the order as amended which reads as follows: 
(HERE COPY POLICY ORDER # 14) 
The order was ‐ 
  Adopted as amended by the affirmative vote of nine members. 
# 2  The report was ‐ 
  Accepted and placed on file. 
Councillor Cheung spoke about the Net Zero Task Force and the work done on 
recommendations.   
 
# 3  Here insert Committee Report # 3 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Cheung stated that 
Boston and Somerville have instituted ordinances on urban agriculture.  Urban agriculture deals 
with urban growth of agriculture and taking the produce to the table and to restaurants.   
 
#3  The report was ‐ 
  Accepted and placed on file. 
 

NON CONSENT POLICY ORDERS 
 

# 1  Here insert Original Policy Order # 1 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Mazen suggested 
a round table to discuss this matter in depth. He stated that there needs to be a conversation to 
ensure that the comparisons are apples to apples.  This data is only valuable when it is worked 
on cooperatively.   
 
Councillor Toomey moved to amend the aforementioned order to include race and gender in 
the demographic information.  Councillor Kelley stated that he believed that this would be 
included in the demographic information.  He wanted as much of information as possible.  
Councillor Toomey also requested information from the Charter Schools as to how many 
Cambridge residents were on the Charter School waiting list.  He moved that the order be 
amended to include this information.  Councillor Kelley suggested that this amendment be 
added in the Fourth Paragraph by adding the words "and how many Cambridge residents are on 
the Charter School waiting list" after the word "Schools" in the fourth sentence. 
 
Councillor Toomey wanted data on the number of students who graduate from high school that 
go onto a two or four year college and their graduation rates.   
 
Councillor Kelley stated that this is City money and not in the purview of the School Committee.  
He stated that the City Council may not want the superintendent or the school committee to do 
this because they are not Charter Schools.   
 
Mayor Maher stated that he would consult with the City Manager and the Superintendent to 
find out the best way to get this information.  
 
Councillor Kelley stated that when Charter Schools lose up to 59% of their students between 9th 
and 12th grade it is time to look at the numbers as to how they are serving our children.   
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Councillor McGovern spoke about the difficulty with the comparisons. He does not consider 
Charter Schools as public schools.  He stated that they operate outside the constraints of the 
public schools.  He stated that for him the issue with Charter Schools is the funding.   He stated 
that comparing Charter Schools to public schools is not fair to public schools.   
 
Councillor Simmons agreed that there should be a roundtable on this subject. She suggested 
that the Mayor arrange the roundtable. 
 
Councillor Mazen moved to amend the order to include that the Mayor work with the heads of 
the three Charter Schools in Cambridge to convene a roundtable and to include them in a 
discussion on these reports.   
 
Mayor Maher exercised his charter right.  No action was taken on the amendments. 
 
# 2  Here insert Policy Order # 2 read by Mayor Maher.  Referred to Committee Report # 2 
on motion of Councillor Cheung. 
 
# 3  Here insert Policy Order # 3 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Mazen stated that he has 
been working with the White House on these emerging initiatives.  He stated that there should 
be grants coming for job equity and creation and high tech training.    He wanted to make these 
connections.   
 
# 3  Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members. 
 
# 4  Here insert Policy Order # 4 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Mazen discussed this with 
Policy Order # 3. 
 
# 4  Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members. 
 
# 5  Here insert Original Policy Order # 5 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Cheung made a 
motion to amend the aforementioned order by adding at the end thereof a new paragraph 
which reads as follows: 
ORDERED:  That the City Manager be and hereby is granted the discretionary    
  authority to draft letters of non‐opposition for other dispensaries    
  applying for licensure that secure a location within the Medical      
  Marijuana Zoning District.  
 
Councillor Mazen stated that the proponents of this type of new business have been contacted.  
He stated that they have done yeoman's work in reaching out to the neighborhood.  He stated 
that the City has a great deal of leverage because of the extensive special permit process ahead.  
He is comfortable to pass this with the knowledge of extensive outreach.  
 
The question now came on the amendment ‐ and on a voice vote the amendment ‐ 
Carried. 
The question now came on adoption of the order as amended which reads as follows: 
(HERE COPY AMENDED ORDER # 5) 
The order was ‐ 
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  Adopted as amended by the affirmative vote of nine members.   
 
# 6  Here insert Original Policy Order # 6 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor McGovern stated 
that the parking after the bridge is extremely important for patrons using the park.  Councillor 
Mazen stated that the bike‐able path is a dirt path and spoke about an ADA compliant sidewalk 
and cycle‐track.  He spoke about making all the parts fit together.   
 
Councillor Cheung spoke about protected bicycle intersections.  He asked how the Bicycle 
Network fits into this.  Councillor Mazen responded that the Bicycle Network Plan is still being 
rolled out.  He does not think that this was in that plan.   
 
Councillor Kelley stated that he wanted to see a plan first.  He stated that there are no cross 
streets at this location.  He wanted the City Manager to come back to explain how it may look 
rather than this done regardless.  He commented that there is nothing on God's green earth that 
will guarantee the safety of a cyclist.  He moved to strike out the word "guarantee" and insert 
the word "improve" in the tenth paragraph.   
 
Councillor Mazen stated that this is the only stretch in the City that does not have a sidewalk.  
He did not want to review the sidewalk plan.  It is a basic necessity for bikers to be able to travel 
this area safely.   
 
Councillor Carlone stated that it is a federal law for a sidewalk.  The City is liable without a 
sidewalk.  He stated that it is being asked to be studied, outline the opportunities and report 
back on the alternatives.   
 
Councillor Kelley further amended the aforementioned order in the tenth paragraph by adding 
the words "about the possibilities" before the words "to install." 
 
Mayor Maher stated that he agreed with Councillor Kelley.  He stated that there are a number 
of issues.  There is no capital funding allocated for this and the budget process was just 
completed. He also stated that the Fresh Pond Advisory Committee which oversees the Fresh 
Pond Reservation needs to be part of the discussion.  He stated that the word "feasibility" is 
missing from this order.   
 
Councillor Toomey moved that the Fresh Pond Advisory Committee be adding in the tenth 
paragraph. 
 
The question now came on the amendment ‐ and on a voice vote the amendment ‐ 
Carried. 
 
The question now came on the amendments by Councillor Kelley and on a voice vote the 
amendments ‐ 
Carried. 
The question now came on adoption of the order as amended which reads as follows: 
(HERE COPY AMENDED ORDER # 6) 
The order was ‐ 
  Adopted as amended by the affirmative vote of nine members. 
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# 7  Here insert Policy Order # 7 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Toomey stated that the 
card scamming is done with a debit cards.  He urged extreme caution to make sure that no one 
is around you when you are using your debit card.   
 
#7  Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members. 
 
#10  Here insert Policy Order #10 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Kelley stated that this 
should not be sent to a second reading. When the original Ordinance Committee hearing was 
held several months ago there was confusion about what is being asked for and why partly 
because the Off Leash Working Group recommendations had not been received.  He stated that 
his suggestion then was when these recommendations are received that it be brought back to 
the Ordinance Committee to review the combination of these suggestions along with the 
recommendations from the Off Leash Group.  He stated that the changes are significant for a 
large number of dog owners in the City.  He felt that the City Council should be aggressive as 
possible to discuss how they will be impacted.   
 
Vice Mayor Benzan and Councillor Carlone moved to place the matter on the table and on a 
voice vote the motion to table the matter ‐ 
  Carried. 
 

 
LATE RESOLUTIONS 

 
On a motion of Mayor Maher the following late Resolutions were moved and upon adoption 
made unanimously sponsored. 
 
# 13‐14 Resolutions adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.   
# 16‐19 Resolutions adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members. 
 

LATE POLICY ORDERS 
 

Mayor Maher moved suspension of the rules to introduce Late Policy Orders and the roll was 
called and resulted as follows: 
 
YEAS:    Vice Mayor Benzan, Councillors Carlone, Cheung, Mazen, McGovern,    
  Simmons, Toomey and Mayor Maher        ‐ 8 
NAYS:    Councillor Kelley            ‐ 1 
ABSENT:  None                ‐ 0 
and the rules were ‐ 
  Suspended. 
 
The following Late Policy Orders were acted upon: 
 
The following order was now considered, the question being on adoption, to wit: 
(HERE INSERT POLICY ORDER #12) 
The Order was ‐ 
  Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members. 
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The following order was now considered, the question being on adoption, to wit: 
(HERE INSERT POLICY ORDER #13) 
The Order was ‐ 
  Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members.   

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
On motion of Vice Mayor Benzan the meeting adjourned at 9:24 PM. 
 
A list of documents and other exhibits used at the meeting: 
 
  City Manager’s Agenda 
  City Council Agenda 
  CD of meeting 

 


