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Maud Wood Park was born in Boston in1871. She worked as a teacher before 
attending Radcliffe College. She became interested in suffrage during college, but 
found that there was little support for it among the Radcliffe administration or her 
fellow students. At age 29 she attended the National American Woman Suffrage 
Association and was dismayed by the lack of attendance by other young women. 
Together with another Radcliffe alumna, Inez Haynes Gillmore, she founded the 
College Equal Suffrage League. She traveled the country speaking about suffrage and 
encouraging new chapters to form. The organization eventually had chapters in 30 
states. 

Park was the lead lobbyist for NAWSA in the years leading up to the passage of the 
Nineteenth Amendment. She helped found the Mass. League of Women Voters and 
was the first president of the national League of Women Voters. In 1943, she 
donated her papers to Radcliffe and the collection grew to become the Schlesinger 
Library.
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Marion Booth Smith Kelley (1872-1946) was born in 
Pennsylvania. She was educated at the Quaker Friends School 
in Philadelphia. She taught school and lectured in Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey before marring J. Foster Kelley in 1908, this 
being her second marriage. By 1909 she was enrolled at 
Boston University as an special student.

She lectured for the Massachusetts Woman Suffrage 
Association, often debating Anti-Suffrage speaker.s

She was described in the Cambridge papers as, “A cool, 
convincing, easy talker she is a distinctly womanly woman who 
believes that women can help men secure the right kind of 
government…”

Before 1920, Kelley moved from Cambridge to New York City, 
where she continued her work for the suffrage cause. 
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Florence Hope Luscomb was born in Lowell in 1887. Her mother, Hannah 
Knox Luscomb, was a feminist and had a love of politics. Hannah was active in the 
woman suffrage movement, and took a five year old Florence to hear Susan B. 
Anthony speak. This was the start of long advocacy career.

Luscomb graduated from MIT in 1909 with a B.S. in Architecture, being among the 
first women there to receive the degree. In 1918 she left architecture to pursue 
suffrage work full time. She worked for the Boston Equal Suffrage Association, 
sold copies of the Woman’s Journal on Boston Common, and gave speeches on 
suffrage throughout New England. 

After 1920, she found full-time work in various socially concerned organizations. 
She remained an activist for causes she believed in her whole life. She lived in 
several places in Cambridge including, toward the end of her life, in a co-op at 37 
Pleasant Street with much younger housemates.
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Many more Suffragists to Document:

• Mary Ware Allen

• Edna Lawrence Spencer

• Susan G. Walker Fitzgerald

• Ruth Valeria Jones

• Mary P. C. Billings

• Alice Spencer Geddes Lloyd

• Florence Lee Whitman

• Frances Kellogg Curtis

• Alice Longfellow

• Sarah Bull



CAMBRIDGE 
CHRONICLE, 
9 DECEMBER 1911



Locations of Cambridge 
Suffrage Rallies in 1915



Cambridge Tribune, 16 February 1918
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What happened after 1920?

• League of Women Voters established from suffrage organizations.

• Women running for elected office; examples include Florence Lee 
Whitman, the first woman elected to the City Council (1925-1927) 
and Pearl Katz Wise, City Council (1955-1963). More common 
were ward and committees and elected delegates to party 
conventions.

• Registration issues (Many hundreds of names were dropped from 
registration lists. Women who changed their names at time of 
marriage may have been especially likely to be dropped from the 
rolls.)

• Was there disenfranchisement in Cambridge? Were the registration 
purges intended to discourage voting? There were $2 poll taxes 
until the early 1960s. This area needs more research.
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Ruth Valeria Jones was born in Cambridge in 1895. 

The grand niece of of Frederick Douglass

Died at age 100 in 1996.

Among surviving women voters of 1920 who were recognized in 1990 for the 
70th anniversary of Nineteenth Amendment.

Worked for the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
as a telephone operator.

Volunteered as a ballot counter in Cambridge for 36 years.

Member of St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church.
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