Committee on Public Planting
Wednesday 8 February 2012
5.30-77pm
147 Hampshire Street
Minutes

In attendance: David Lefcourt, Denise Heintze (recorder) Paula Cortes, David Davis, Michael Hanlon,
1. The minutes from January 2012 were approved.

2. Pursuant to Species for Tree Planting agenda item in January, the City Arborist distributed a
revised list of trees, indicating those currently planted and some under consideration. Increasing
the number of disease and pest-resistant species is part of the ongoing plan. This discussion
engendered a long conversation on tree species, tree pests, tree characteristics like toughness and
ability to self-heal from root and bark damage. Sidewalk damage by tree roots, tree debris, and the
ADA (see 3. below) came up as well.

A brief mention of the new development at the former Faces property enlarged to a discussion
about which types of projects are required to present before the Committee on Public Planting.
That led to talk about the addition of a committee member who is a representative of the
Community Development Department. The committee has not had such a representative since the
previous CDD member retired.

It was decided that the Arborist will research the zoning ordinance to see what level of authority
the CPP may have.

3. The Americans with Disabilities Act will soon require four, rather than three, feet of clearance for
sidewalks after any major new or reconstructive projects are done, so it will become even harder to
find space for tree wells. One strategy is to increase efforts in back of sidewalk planting through a
citywide campaign that is being designed.

FY12 tree planting goal of 400 trees is well on its way to completion, with 200 trees planted year to
date.

There was a discussion of very specific cultivars and nurseries which touched on whether to charge
a fee for planting a more costly specialty tree in a particular location.

4. The year in review is postponed until invited Cambridge City Councillors are present (ideally in
March).

5. Next meeting is Wednesday 15 March 2012.



