
July 11 Minutes -- CPP Meeting   

Present:  David Lefcourt, Kathleen Kelley, David Davis, Emily Axelrod, Paula Cortes, Madeline McDowell, 

Caroline Matthews, Florrie Wescoat 

Minutes of the May 23rd meeting were approved. 

We continued reporting on what we have learned about different cities’ public tree committees.  

Boston, for example, does not have a citizen’s committee working with their tree warden, Greg 

Mossman, although he does work closely with groups such as the Boston Natural Areas Network.  

Boston is working towards a tree total of 100,000 trees by 2020; they have also set a goal of 35% tree 

canopy for the city.  By comparison, Cambridge has not set a goal for tree canopy percentage, but is 

always looking for both private and public opportunities for tree plantings. David Lefcourt reported that 

this past spring ~ 417 trees were planted. 

The city of Albany, Georgia posts a list of tree species they encourage citizens to plant, which led to a 

discussion of adding useful lists to our website—for instance, we could list natives for ecological 

planting, or smaller trees that fit into small yards, or drought- tolerant species;  different lists for 

different planting situations could be made available as an online resource. 

Caroline Matthews volunteered to make a matrix to compare the different municipalities we have 

surveyed. 

Discussion followed regarding the mandate of the CPP and whether it is being enforced, and if there is a 

reason to change the mandate.  We need to identify best practices, and take advantage of any 

opportunities we have as a committee to support and assist David Lefcourt.   In addition, we need to 

understand zoning ordinances.  David Davis reported on zoned areas called “C-2B” that are supposed to 

come before CPP for review.  It was suggested that we invite a member of the zoning board to meet 

with us to help clarify some of these issues. 

As we continue to try to define our role as a committee, several ideas have come forward: 

- Should we work on listing historic trees as Landmark Status? 

- Should we be involved in planting projects similar to the newly landscaped Baptist Church     

   in Central Square? 

- Could we help develop an “Adopt an Island” planting program, which encourages local businesses to    

   fund the planting of  forlorn spaces around town?  

 

As a homework assignment for the next meeting (Aug. 8) we agreed to think about initiatives that we’d 

most like to see the committee work on.  What is each member’s vision for CPP?  We asked David L. to 

do the same, and let us know in what ways the committee could be most helpful to him.   


