
Cambridge Committee on Public Planting 

Meeting Minutes 

10 November 2015 

 

Present: Maggie Booz, Janet Burns, Paula Cortes, Chantal Eide, Michael Hanlon, 

Kathleen Kelly, Carolyn Matthews, Nancy Phillips, Florrie Wescoat; Ellen Coppinger 

(DPW), David Lefcourt (DPW), John Nardone (DPW), Owen O’Riordan (DPW), David 

Webster (DPW), Gary Chan (CCD); Charlotte Karney, Will Durbin (Aide to Craig 

Kelley), Craig Kelley (City Councilor) 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:36.  

 

September and October meeting minutes accepted. 

 

Arborist Update 

 The DPW updated Cambridge’s tree inventory in the late summer and early fall. 

Plans to develop a phone app (or else a paper running inventory) are in the works 

for spring. Noted that there is a correlation between the size of the tree well and 

the tree flare being exposed: no matter the size of the well, if trees are planted 

properly, they seem to do well. This observation is to be confirmed. 

 Arborist along with Melissa Miguel, Davis, Wescoat, and Hanlon met with Jason 

Bobowski from Chester Engineering to discuss revised tree and maintenance 

specifications.  

 Fall planting begins next week; approximately 110 trees will be planted. Lefcourt 

was asked to supply a list of the species. 

 A tree hearing is scheduled for 1 December on the Smith Campus Center: 

proposed construction is offered as the reason for the removal of 25 trees. Booz 

asked how tree hearings are set; Lefcourt replied as needed. Wescoat asked if the 

committee could be notified of all tree hearings. Lefcourt provided some 

background on tree removal: usually trees are pulled in connection with 

construction projects that pose a threat to the tree. The next category are trees that 

are obviously dead, or the canopy is 70-80% gone, or there is a significant crack; 

the most common reason for damages to trees is that vehicles hit them. Trees that 

pose a threat to pedestrians, cars, and buildings but not immediately so constitute 

a gray area.  

 

Cortes thanked Lefcourt for letting us know about the talk about 9/11 trees in Newton; 

Kelly noted that a presentation on the multi-use path along the former RR line connecting 

Concord Ave/Fresh Pond and Watertown would be held on 30 November. 

 

Will Durbin (Aide to Craig Kelley) and Craig Kelley (City Council) made a PowerPoint 

presentation on the problems caused by stoloniferous Yellow Grove Bamboo 

(phyllostachys aurea) and Golden Bamboo (phyllostachys aureosulcata) in many 

municipalities, precipitated by a resident’s complaint about running bamboo in a 

neighbor’s yard (a written report was submitted to the CPP). Many cities have passed 

ordinances against growing running bamboo or regulations involving setbacks and 



maintenance. The question put to the CPP: should Cambridge consider an ordinance 

banning running bamboo or regulating it in some way? Running bamboo is not on the 

state invasive species list; the committee discussed the need for it to be classified. Also 

discussed was the effectiveness of going after sellers rather than buyers; the effects on 

relations among neighbors when attempting to enforce such ordinances as banning 

running bamboo; the damage caused by the runners as well as by the plants themselves, 

which are often tall and flexible, so that when covered with snow, they bend over, and are 

potentially hazardous. 

 

Chan showed the committee two development plans, on Manning and the other on 

Cushing St. The developers of the Cushing St. property (Booz and Kelly noted that it was 

a historical building, one of the few worker’s cottages still standing) were asking for a 

variance to build two stand-alone houses on the plot. Booz noted that the plan would 

require that the maple on the property, a magnificent shade tree, would be cut down. 

While the developers are not required to do so, the committee expressed interest in 

encouraging them to consider planting shade trees. 

 

The planned discussion on pollen-carrying trees that have a deleterious effect on those 

with allergies was pushed forward to the next meeting. 

 

Booz updated the committee on Harvard’s Smith Center (currently the Holyoke Center). 

The LA firm Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates has received the letter (written by 

Booz and Wescoat and endorsed by the CPP) that expressed the CPP’s concern about the 

removal of the 30- 35- year-old Callary Pears on Dunster St. and Holyoke St. The 

committee discussed the potential problems caused by pollen from the proposed London 

Plane trees to replace them (the PPC had asked Van Valkenburgh to reconsider planting 

hornbeam and put in shade trees instead). It was decided to follow up by asking for tree 

specifications.  

 

There was some discussion of the resolution before the City Council on tree maintenance, 

including removal of tree grates, watering (potentially distributing hoses to homeowners 

to water newly-planted trees in front of their properties, and providing tax credits), and 

weeding. Kelley asked about the best way to keep city trees healthy; O’Riordan 

responded, citing more communal participation and the need for more funding and 

resources. Wescoat noted that “keeping trees alive” was inadequate: homeowners must 

insure that trees grow and thrive. The pros and cons of robocalls to remind residents to 

water newly-planted trees were discussed. 

 

Burns reported on the DCR Lowell Park Project, noting that many of the Norway Maples 

that have volunteered along the historic brick fence will be removed for the repair of the 

fence. Lefcourt may get calls when the trees start coming down. 

 

Submitted by Kathleen Kelly 

 


