
CAMBRIDGE COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PLANTING MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, May 13, 2015 

5:30-7:00pm 

 

Attendance 

CPP: Maggie Booz, Paula Cortes, Jonathan Lewis, Johan Paulsson, Carolyn Mathews, 

Florrie Wescoat, E. Thomas Flynn, Nancy Phillips, Janet Burns, Wayne Marshall, Gitte 

Venicx, Kathleen Caldara  

City Arborist David Lefcourt, Community Development Representative Gary Chan, 

Catherine Daly Woodbury. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:35pm. 

 

Review of April Minutes - Reviewed and approved. 

 

Arborist Updates – David Lefcourt 

Tree Pruning: 

Final bids came in.  Cambridge Landscapes came in lowest.  Street tree pruning. 

Northern Tree for park and cemetery. 

 

Tree Planting: 

The city is planting 392 trees, and removing approximately 90 trees, for a gain of 300 

street trees.  Breakdown:  Huron A - 147 trees, Huron B – 126 trees, Concord Avenue – 

119 trees = 392 total. 

 

Dave Lefcourt tagged trees at Central Nurseries in Rhode Island on May 8, 2015.  These 

trees will go in within 2-3 weeks. 

Huron A project – phase 2 – any day now. 

Western Avenue started last week.  Contractor is doing great job. 

 

Gator bags are being filled starting today, May 13.  It has been a dry spring, so watering 

is important. 

 

EAB Contract 

Starting early June.  Looking through the parks to check for EAB.  Hung 22 traps 

throughout the city of Cambridge – roughly 2 per park.  2 at Glacken. 

Emerald Ash Borer is already in Boston. 

The traps are large and purple, and have been put high up in trees.  They work by using 

Manuka oil which attracts the Emerald Ash Borer.  The purpose is to monitor for the 

presence of the pest. 

 

Arbor Day   

May 6, 2015.  Was well attended by kids (K-2) and the mayor. 

 



Rain Gardens:  Lexington Avenue and Lakeview Avenue are starting to be planted.  

Question – Has the rain garden outside of Public Works been doing okay?  Yes, it is 

capturing roof runoff – infiltrates very well. 

 

Community Development Department Update – Gary Chan 

950 Mass Ave Green Roof 

Gary spoke about an application before the Planning Board for a special permit to install 

a usable green roof at 950 Massachusetts Avenue scheduled for May 19.  The project is 

not in the public way; however, the property is in the BB-1 district, for which the Public 

Planting Committee would generally need to approve landscape and maintenance plans 

before the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy (not a PB Special Permit). 

The proposed plan is for lawn and hardscape.  Drought tolerant grass will be used.  The 

green roof planting depth is 4.5-5 inches. 

 

CPP should respond.  Maggie- Could we communicate with people who are proposing 

this green roof project, and then use it as an example to help promote green space?  Write 

a letter to the Planning Board. 

 

Set date for walk with DL to observe locations and planting of new trees 

Maggie – Is there a time that CPP could go out with Dave Lefcourt to see a tree planting?  

Interested in seeing trees being planted by Central Nurseries.  Dave will try to coordinate 

something.  Maybe Huron A, which is scheduled for the last 2 weeks in May. 

 

Maggie mentioned an email from Dave Davis.  He had a question for Catherine 

Woodbury.  Is there a comprehensive inventory of trees that have been planted with 

structural soils? 

 

Eversource Pruning Discussion 

Florrie met with Chris Gonzalez about some trees on Columbia Street that were 

scheduled to be pruned.  Chris is new as the boss.  Florrie feels he is very good.  He is 

willing to look at trees and talk about how pruning would be done.  He is aware of 

aesthetics.  The other two men also want to be agreeable and work with us.  David 

Lefcourt is working with Chris. 

Question:  How much pruning does Eversource do vs. Cambridge Landscape (pruning 

contractor)?  Cambridge Landscape prunes 2200 trees/year.  Eversource (just doing 

utility wires) did 9 miles in 2015 and a ton in 2014.  So it depends on the year. 

 

Eversource has specs.  Pruning contractor has specs.  Planting contractor has specs. 

Could David email us the pruning and planting specs?  Yes. 

 

Comment that Eversource was dismissive of burying wires – too expensive.  Dave thinks 

the electrical would have to go under the sidewalks.  The real estate under the ground is 

really crowded.  Catherine has seen this during the Huron Projects. 

Maggie commented that burying wires is done all over the world. 

 

 



Participatory Budgeting of $119,400 for Trees in Cambridge 

DL has to plant 100 trees.  At least 50 in low-income or low-canopy neighborhoods.  Will 

be setting up a separate planting contract.  Part of the money should go towards 

maintenance of trees as well.  Dave thinks this may include a 3-year watering plan. 

 

Plan Field Trip for Tree Walk in Mt Auburn Cemetery or Arnold Arboretum 

It was decided to go to Mount Auburn Cemetery in lieu of our next CPP meeting. 

Date & time:  June 10, 2015 at 5:30pm.  Meet at the front gate. 

 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

 

 

 


