
City of Cambridge Recycling Advisory Committee 
September 14, 2011 – Minutes Taken by Rob Gogan 

 
Members Attending: Michael Arnott, Jan Dillon, Debby Galef, Rob Gogan, Juliana Lyman, Lisa McMenemy, Adam 
Mitchell, Judy Nathans, Robert Winters, Jason Zogg 
 
Staff Attending: Meryl Brott, John Fitzgerald, Randi Mail 
 
Guests Attending: Kevin Douglas, Jack Welch 
 
 
Approve Minutes / Review July Meeting with Commissioner 
Debby requested that the July minutes be revised to state that she had had the volunteer orientation with Randi earlier, 
before the meeting. Adam reviewed July minutes where RAC discussed sub-committee work with the DPW Commissioner 
Lisa Peterson. Jan moved to accept minutes.  All were in favor.  
 
For future meetings, members asked to wrap-up by 9:30am. All agreed, so the new agenda will be RAC 8-9am, 
subcommittees 9-9:20am and 9:20-9:30am regroup and wrap up. In order to achieve this, Adam and Randi reminded 
members to be sure to read minutes prior to meetings, send proposed agenda topics in advance, arrive by 8am, and be 
mindful of keeping to discussion topics. Randi asked that a member act as a time keeper.   
 
Market Update 
Lisa McMenemy shared the market update including that fiber prices are stable and plastic resins slipped a bit over the 
summer. She said that 70% of Casella's products are marketed domestically and  30% overseas.  
 
Randi gave an update on curbside recycling and trash stats. Tons recycled increased 23% month to month for Jul/Aug: 
739 average tons, up from 596 tons in Jul/Aug 2010. Tons disposed decreased 7% month to month for Jul/Aug: 1373 
tons, down from 1466 tons in Jul/Aug2010. Tons disposed does not include multi-family buildings served by private 
haulers, businesses or the universities. 

From Jan-Aug 2011, tons recycled increased 15% compared to the same time in 2010. Tons disposed decreased 5%. 
DPW is very pleased results to date of single stream recycling. However, the drop in trash is in line with a trend from 
previous years.  Mike Crowell of Casella recently told Randi that other SSR communities typically see a 10% jump in 
recycling, so the Cambridge results are impressive. Less than 4% of single to 5 unit residential buildings refused toters, or 
only about 335 buildings. Most of these households are using bins or converted a barrel with a recycling sticker because 
there was not space for a toter on their property or they did not generate a lot of trash or recycling. Some households that 
initially refused toters have requested them since the rollout.   

City Updates 
 
Trash Sorts 
Randi invited members to volunteer for an upcoming trash sorts scheduled on 9/29 or 10/4.Two shifts: 9am-12 noon or 
12:30pm-3:30pm. Email recycle@cambridgema.gov to help out. 

Improvements at Recycling Center 
Come during open hours (Tues/Thurs 4pm-7:30pm) to see the new sign; shelving unit that Paulie helped design with a 
bulletin board, storage for CFLs, batteries and printer cartridges and flower boxes; a new storage shed for fluorescent 
lamps; and a new bin for e-waste. Users really appreciate the flowers that Paulie maintains.  
 
The shed was placed where the Second Chances clothing bin was, which was relocated to the Danehy Park New Street 
parking lot. Click here for a new flyer that lists places that accept donations of clothing, furniture and other reusable items 
in the Cambridge area and online. Randi shared this with other Departments. The Council on Aging said it is extremely 
helpful for seniors that are downsizing and for hoarders.  

Project to Reduce Phonebooks & Junk Mail 
The Product Stewardship Institute and Catalog Choice got a joint MassDEP grant to work with two municipalities. 
Cambridge was chosen to participate and is encouraging residents to go to http://cambridge.catalogchoice.org to opt out 
of unwanted phonebooks and junk mail. You can choose to opt out of mailings from over 4000 companies for free.  



2700 Cambridge residents have already opted out, and the City will be able to track progress. Judy has been a member 
and say its effective to stop duplicates of unsolicited mail, including for residents that no longer live in her building. Any 
Cambridge building can use the service. CC has more clout to enforce compliance with companies. To stop specific mail, 
enter the mailing information as it appears. Ex. you can enter your name, or "Resident" or "occupant." 

50% Recycling Pledge & Outreach Opportunities 
235 individuals, City Departments, businesses and organizations have taken the 50% recycling pledge. Click here to see 
who’s taken the pledge. Randi urged members to volunteer this fall at an event to encourage residents to take the 50% 
pledge and opt out of phonebooks and junk mail. Upcoming events include 10/2 Oktoberfest, 10/9 RibFest, 10/29 Walk for 
Literacy, 10/30 Superhero Road Race. Join the volunteer corps! 
 
Upcoming Recycling and Trash Tours  
Randi has organized tours for the fall. You must email recycle@cambridgema.gov to sign up. Recycling tours 11/2/11 at 
1:30pm and 11/15/11 at 8:30am and a Trash tour on 10/26/11 at 1:20pm.  
 
Parks Recycling 
With avoided disposal costs from increased recycling, DPW installed new recycling bins at Donnelly Field, Sennott Park, 
Raymond Park, Hoyt Field, Russell / Comeau Field, Rindge Field, Lindstrom Field, Tobin Field, Ahern Field, Clement 
Morgan Park, the Cambridge Common and soon at the Joan Lorentz Park. These parks were selected since they are 
used frequently for softball, soccer, basketball and football. Recycling bins were already in place Danehy Park, Riverside 
Park, Winthrop Park, and at the Fresh Pond path. These new bins will be emptied year-round by Metro Pedal Power, 
using their emissions-free pedal-trucks. Currently there are 38 parks recycling bins and about 45 street bins. The new 
parks recycling bins are a wire mesh cage and will be single stream, see a photo and the press release online. 
 
DPW has also ordered new lids for the street recycling bins to convert to single 
stream. Members asked how more public area recycling bins related to the 
placement and plans for Big Belly trash units. John said that the budget limits us, 
but the DPW has discussed buying some of the sister Big Belly (BB) recycling 
units and will develop decals for the outside of the unit to clearly identify it for 
recycling. Rob said that Central Square is dense with trash BB's and, using the 
key he has to access Harvard's BB's, he took this photo of the contents of a 
random trash BB one morning. He estimated that at least 50% of the volume was 
recyclables cans, bottles and cups.   
 
Public Comment 
Resident Jack Welch talked about proper handling of broken compact fluorescent bulbs. He got a letter from Town of 
Arlington promoting free CFL bulbs and replacement of old refrigerators. Mr. Welch asked the RAC to help educate low 
income Cambridge residents on how to properly handle and dispose of a broken CFL and other fluorescent bulbs.  
Cambridge residents can bring CFLs and other fluorescent bulbs to local hardware stores, the Recycling Center or to 
annual Hazardous Waste Collections.  He shared info from MassDEP about the Mercury Management Act and safe 
handling. He said he also spoke with the Cambridge Health Dept asking that they make the health risks more clear.  
 
School Composting 
Meryl gave a quick update. She’s been working closely with Kristen von Hoffman, the Sustainability Manager in the 
School Dept to recruit principals to sign up for the composting program. DPW can help 2 schools in the fall and 2 in the 
spring to start. Kristen regularly includes this info in her weekly email to school staff. The City will soon solicit bids for 
compost collection service because we do expect wider expansion in coming years. 
 
Schools already composting include: King Open (since March 09), Graham & Parks (since Nov 10). CRLS 9th grade was, 
but now that grade will be back at the full high school. Meryl is working with CRLS and Peabody to begin this fall and with 
parent volunteers to educate students separating foil tops from plastic juice cups to recycle both. Great news: CRLS using 
compostable lunch service ware this year and has gone trayless. Meryl & Kristen are looking at options for multi-station 
receptacles in the cafeteria to include composting. Robert asked whether new schools will be designed with room for 
recycling and composting. Meryl said discussions continue about this.  
 
General Announcements 
• Rob said that the Peabody Museum has organized a series of lectures and programs on The Anthropology of Waste.  
• Jan asked if there was an update on MassDEP grant proposal on composting. Randi said no announcements, but she 

hopes that the project will receive partial funding.  
 
Subcommittees 
Subcommittees were reminded to work in harmony with city initiatives. The Zero Waste and Business subcommittees met.   


