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November 15, 2018 - Fresh Pond Reservation Master Plan Advisory Board Minutes    

Submitted: Sam Corda – March 21, 2019 

 

 

Advisory Board Members in Attendance: 

Janice Snow (Chair), David Kaplan, Jim Barton, Janet Burns, Deborah Masterson, Adam Corbeil, 

Jennifer Letourneau, Candace Young, Sophia Emperador, David Lyons and Susan Agger  

 

Advisory Board Members Not in Attendance: 

Ann Roosevelt, Claudia Thompson and Jamie Porreca 

  

Water Department in Attendance:  

Sam Corda, Vincent Falcione, Tim Puopolo and Ed Dowling 

 

Others in Attendance:  

Jan Devereux (City Councilor), Elizabeth Wylde (volunteer), Chris Dragoon (volunteer) 

 

 Meeting opened at 6:04 pm 

 Meeting Minutes: S. Corda 

 

 

Item 1: Review Agenda 

No changes 

 

Item 2: Meeting Minutes 

Deborah Masterson moved, and Candace Young seconded the motion to approve the minutes 

from the September 20, 2018 meeting as written.  The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 

Item 3: New Advisory Board Members  

Sophia Emperador – Public Planting Committee member and David Lyons – Conservation 

Commission member.  Everyone introduced themselves including Sophia and David. 

 

Item 4: Watershed Managers Report 

Master Plant list update: A 3rd draft of the updated Master Plant List and explanatory narrative 

(distributed to the Board at the May meeting) will be reviewed by Board Planting Committee in a 

few weeks.  The revised plant list will reflect a review of the National Heritage Endangered 

Species Program (NHESP) list and include a list of the NHESP plant communities native to 

Eastern Massachusetts. 

 

Landscape Maintenance: Turf liming and miscellaneous fall cleanup activities before winter are 

ongoing.  The irrigation system has been winterized.  Restoration of the historic stone overlooks 

at Kingsley Park has been completed. The slopes immediately adjacent to the overlooks have 

been stabilized.  Kingsley white pines are showing signs of a fungal infestation. 

 

DCR Greenway: Work has started. Contractors have removed most ties and rails and started 

some of the planned tree removals.  We expect the plant entrance rails/ties to be removed before 

winter.  The project is slated to be completed by June of 2020.  The next scheduled items are 

drainage, pathway rough grading and lastly, plantings in April, May and June of 2020. 
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Black’s Nook: The Landscape Design Services Request for Qualifications (RFQ) should be out 

in February 2019, which will include a scope of work for a Black’s Nook in-lake improvement 

study. Some of the field work may start soon after receipt of the RFQ. The study could include 

an analysis of pond sediment, and macrophytes, and a cost analysis of potential alternatives, 

[e.g.] dredging, [and a] vegetation management plan. Following the selection of a consultant, we 

will discuss options and a vision for Black’s Nook based on the Master Plan. 

 

Golf Course: CPA funding of $56,000 has been allocated to the golf course to remove invasive 

species and develop a replanting plan. Adam Corbeil will work with Jen Letourneau on restoring 

the banks of North Pond. Jen noted that Japanese Knotweed, Multiflora Rose and American 

Lotus are invading the area. They expect a scope of work to be available in February and 

preliminary field work to start in the Spring or Summer of 2019.  

 

Item 5: Reservation Signage 

The Board reviewed the first set of names suggested by Board members and Water Department 

staff for the recently completed Drainage and Community Garden Project and has solicited more 

suggestions for its March 2019 meeting. The Fresh Pond Advisory Board and the Water Board 

will review all the suggestions and plan to make a recommendation to the City Manager.  Janice 

Snow suggested that names should be appropriate to the landscape as were the previously 

renamed “Lusitania Meadow” and the Butterfly Meadow. 

 

Signage recommendations need to be developed for the new Greenway at the Plant and Pine 

Forest entrances.  

 

Item 6:  Pine Forest Issues 

Janice noted that the last resource inventory and conditions of the pine forest was done in 1999 

and recommended a current report in the area from the Huron Avenue bridge to the Kingsley 

Park bridge before the Greenway is planted and open.  We need to document the forest ecology 

(tree health and habitat) well beyond the CDD ecologists’ report. We also need to review any 

DCR Reservation planting plan changes reviewed by the Board in 2017.  We can photo 

document the area with maps.  This is the only conifer forest within the Reservation and the only 

such forest in the City. 

 

Item 7: New Invasive Animal/Plant Species at the Reservation 

Invasive Mute Swans have been and continue to be a problem, eating native pond plants 

important to native wildlife and killing baby ducks; they can be aggressive, often attacking 

humans who may come too close to their nests. The golf course is training a new dog 

“Callaway”; this should help with the geese.  The swans have not had a winter flyoff and Vinnie 

will do research on removal for the March meeting.   Deer have not lately been an issue on the 

Reservation following a rare deer visit to the Woodland Restoration area last year.  

 

The City has injected organic neem oil into a number of ash trees to treat the Emerald Ash Borer 

and is working with city arborist Dave Lefcourt. We plan to resume this treatment this spring 

(2019).  There are hundreds of Ash Trees on the Reservation. 

 

Item 8: Preliminary Agenda for March 21, 2019 Advisory Board Meeting 

Swans; Ideas for renaming the “Drainage and Community Garden” area; Cambridge Public 

Schools project update; Watershed Manager Report; Project Updates; Volunteer Update 
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Item 9: Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 

 

Jennifer Letourneau moved, and Deborah Masterson seconded the motion to adjourn the 

meeting. The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 

7:29pm.   


