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 MEETING    Monday, November 2, 2015  
    
TIME     5:36 PM 
     
PRESIDING OFFICER   Mayor David P. Maher   
 
PRESENT Mayor Maher, Vice Mayor Benzan, Councillors 

Carlone, Cheung, Kelley, Mazen, McGovern, Simmons 
and Toomey 

 
PRESENTATIONS   None 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
MOMENT OF MEDITATION Offered in memory of David Gittens, long-time 

Cambridge Police Officer 
 
MAYOR ANNOUNCED THAT THE MEETING WAS BEING RECORDED WITH AUDIO 
AND VISUAL DEVICES. 

SUBMISSION OF THE RECORD 
 
There was no submission of the record. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Nina Coslov, 28 Meadow Way, spoke in support of Policy Order #7, regarding crosswalk safety 
at the intersection of Fresh Pond Parkway and Brattle Street. She stated that she has worked for 
two years to make the daily walk to and from school safe for children and all pedestrians. She is 
grateful for the City’s help with the intersection of Mt. Auburn and Coolidge Ave.  Ms. Coslov 
noted that the problematic intersections are under the DCR’s jurisdiction. She stated that the DCR 
has not addressed safety concerns at the intersection of Fresh Pond and Brattle Street. She 
distributed a handout and referenced pictures of two recent accidents at the intersection. Mr. 
Coslov urged to Council to persuade the DCR to remedy the safety concerns. 
 
Robert Marshall, 165 Western Avenue, spoke to Policy Order #3, regarding problems with 
Harvard's Square's Super Crosswalk. He stated that the crosswalk no longer has lines and the 
bicycle lane has no identification markings. In the past month, there have been 5 accidents. Mr. 
Marshall noted that drivers coming from JFK Street race through the yellow light and blame 
pedestrians when they enter the crosswalk. He stated that traffic from Garden Street wanders into 
the bicycle lane, causing accidents. He asked to Council to look into the problem.  
 
Hassan Rashid, 820 Massachusetts Avenue, spoke to Cambridge’s ten year plan to end 
homelessness. He urged the City Council to create a housing trust fund for the homeless through 
ordinance or a home rule petition. Mr. Rashid stated that a surcharge could be added to every 
document filed with the City and deposited into the homelessness trust fund. He also called for 
the creation of a homelessness task force so that the City of Cambridge can move from managing 
homelessness to ending homelessness.  
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Ruth Ryles, 115 Upland Road, provided letters in support of the Applications and Petitions #3, 
the creation of a new sub-district along Massachusetts Avenue between Porter Square and the 
Cambridge Common.  
 
Greg Moree, 25 Richdale Avenue, spoke to Committee Reports #3, regarding Syrian Refugees. 
He would like to know what plans exist to assist the refugees. 
  
Sue Butler, 12 Clinton Street, poke to Committee Reports #3, regarding climate change and its 
influence on the drought and hunger insecurity issues in Syria. She also spoke in support Policy 
Order #4 and urged everyone to seek out energy audits that will provide access to energy saving 
measures, including photovoltaics. Ms. Butler supported measures to improve urban life as it is 
the most sustainable, with the smallest carbon footprint. She spoke to Policy Order #3, supporting 
improvements to pedestrian and bicycle safety, including traffic calming. Ms. Butler also spoke in 
favor of affordable housing and urged the Council to protect the community through a master 
plan. 
 
James Williamson, 1000 Jackson Place, spoke in favor of City Manager Agenda #3, renaming the 
Area IV Youth Center as the “Dr. Robert and Janet Moses Youth Center.” He suggested changing 
the name to “The Bob and Janet Moses Youth Center. Mr. Williamson also spoke to Policy Order 
#9. He stated that he is a resident of Jefferson Park. He would like to see a better relationship 
between security and the residents and referenced issues with a top-down approach. Mr. 
Williamson also spoke to the Open Meeting law violation and expressed his hope that it will be 
taken seriously.  
 
Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, spoke to City Manager Agenda Item #2, and expressed her 
hope that the fire hydrant pilot program will be successful and expanded. She hopes that residents 
will clear the hydrants and that plows will not bury the hydrants. Ms. Hoffman also spoke to 
Policy Order #10, encouraging the City to buy local, noting that such programs would be 
beneficial to the community. She also spoke in favor of Calendar Item #1, the Citywide Planning 
process. She hopes that the planning process will have increased public involvement and focuses 
on public transit. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
# 1 Placed on file 
# 4 Order adopted 7 – 0 – 2 (Councillors Cheung and Simmons Absent) 
# 5 Order adopted 7 – 0 – 2 (Councillors Cheung and Simmons Absent) 
 

NON-CONSENT AGENDA 
 
# 2 Here insert Agenda # 2 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Toomey spoke on the 
importance of the fire hydrant markers facilitating finding where the hydrants are.  This is 
important for public safety.  
 
Councillor Mazen requested Mr. Rossi to explain the plans for the winter and what will be done 
differently this year from last year.  Mr. Rossi informed the City Council that the Department of 
Public Works held a hearing today.  He stated that the meeting held last spring had information 
and included ideas about public notification.  He stated that he would provide this information to 
the City Council.   
 



3 
 

Councillor Toomey stated that he received another complaint about the Crystal Bus going down 
Spring Street.  He wanted these sixty passenger buses stopped from traveling in residential areas 
with only 1-2 passengers.  This is contributing to pollution and public safety.  Mr. Rossi stated 
that this was discussed today and the plan will be altered.  The company has changed this is 
shuttle employees to the Cambridge Hospital.  Smaller buses have been requested and the buses 
will be rerouted from smaller streets.   
 
# 2 Placed on file. 
 
# 3 Here insert Agenda # 3 read by Mayor Maher.  Vice Mayor Benzan asked Ms. Semonoff 
to explain the process and how this decision was reached?  Ms. Semonoff stated that the Director 
of the Youth Programs and the Director of the Area Four Youth Center when they received the 
proposal met with staff, youth and alums from the youth center.  She stated that the staff and the 
alum were enthusiastic about naming the youth center; the young people did not have any 
knowledge about the Moses'.  This will be an opportunity to work with the youth so that they will 
learn about these historic figures.  She explained the process and would use Black History Month 
to provide information about Janet and Robert Moses.  Vice Mayor Benzan noted his experience 
with the Moses'.  He comment on how important this recognition is. 
 
Vice Mayor Benzan submitted the following order, the question being on adoption, to wit: 
(HERE INSERT ORDER FOR AGENDA # 3) 
The order was - 
 Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members. 
 

CALENDAR 
 

Councillor Mazen moved to bring Calendar Item # 1 and # 2 forward for discussion.   
Here insert Calendar Item # 1 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Mazen stated that there has been 
a long collaborative process to get this passed.  This is needed.  A housing plan is needed and 
equity needs to be moved front and center with the discussion on affordable housing.  He favored 
this appropriation and it is owned to the process. 
 
Councillor Toomey disagreed on this appropriation.  He stated that he will not be voting for this.  
He did not want to expend the funds on a planning study where the results a known.  He 
commented that it is alright for development in East Cambridge and Kendall Square, but not in 
other parts of the City.  He fears that other neighborhoods will not set up to have a fair and 
equitable distribution of affordable housing in the City.  The process will begin in Alewife. He 
stated that there was a community process conducted for free by residents for East Cambridge 
and Kendall Square.  Kendall Square has become what was envisioned many years ago.  It is now 
a thriving area without consultants.  He stated that planning process in Somerville cost $250,000 
and Cambridge plans to spend $3 million.  He fear when completed it will cost $6 million.  This 
funding should be spent on other areas of the City.   
 
Councillor Carlone stated this is not just another study.  It is the first comprehensive master plan 
urban design study done in forty years.  This will maximize opportunities for what is felt to be the 
important area where the City needs to progress.  He stated that $3.3 million is .3 of 1% of the 
budget for each year over three years.  He noted that Alewife is a great example of where 
planning has not been done properly.  He repeated what the City Manager stated that cost 
overruns need to be approved by the City Council.  He felt that this study would direct the City to 
look at a social focus as much as a commercial development focus.  
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Councillor McGovern stated that he would support the appropriation.  He commented on two 
previous orders where there was collaboration that lead to bringing in an outside consultant to 
lead this process.  This is what this allocation is for.  He stated that this needs to move forward.  
He hopes that this is a true community process and draws in the diversity of the City.   
 
Councillor Cheung spoke about doing a master plan in the right way and engage the community.  
This will be positive for the City.  However he was concerned with the time line.  He spoke about 
contractor at risk and they were responsible for the overruns but he did not know if this pertains 
to consultants.  Councillor Carlone stated that with any contractual work there is a miscellaneous 
item which is 10%.   
 
Councillor Kelley stated that he is excited about the master plan and it may be more than $3 
million.  He stated that demographic, technological, environmental changes data needs to be seen.  
He commented that the climate change vulnerability study has been delayed and it will present 
challenges that will unsurmountable without a lot of work.  He wanted to pay for the best plan 
that the City can get.    
 
Councillor Mazen requested a roll call on the matter after Councillor Cheung's comments. 
 
Councillor McGovern stated that there is a breakdown of the contract and the cost but has not 
been released showing how the money will be spent.  This information should be released.   
 
Councillor Simmons stated that previously on a large project the City Council requested to have 
the information beforehand so that the City Council could make an informed decision.  Mayor 
Maher stated that Utile is beginning its work pending approval of the contract.  This is the only 
delay.   
 
Councillor Carlone stated that this is a one year commitment.   
 
Councillor Cheung stated that he would support this. 
 
Councillor Toomey stated that all have different definitions of what minuscule means.  He stated 
that all have their priorities and this this is not his.   
 
Councillor McGovern any additional expenditures will require approval by the City Council.   
Councillor Kelley stated that whatever the amount the City needs to spend the money on this.  He 
does not think that the problem is the money but rather how this planning discussion will take 
shape.  He noted that Councillor Toomey's concerns are valid.  He would vote on this. 
 
Mayor Maher stated that he felt that the City is at a juncture where the study is necessary.  He 
stated that people do not understand what is going on now.  This will get future buy in from the 
community as to what the City will look like.  He noted that Cambridge is different today than the 
City he grew up in and the City of 2050 will be different than the City is today.  He is not afraid 
to look at a comprehensive study and a roadmap of where we are going.  The cynicism of today is 
that this was not called for in East Cambridge but has been called for Kendall Square and other 
parts of the City.  He stated that as a community we need to come together around these difficult 
issues of housing, height, density and transportation.  He stated that the City Council has the right 
to have questions answered and he is not afraid of the dialogue.  He stated that there will be 
quarterly updates on how this process is going.  He will support this tonight.   



5 
 

 
Councillor Cheung wanted to ask the City Manager if there is anything that can be done to 
contain costs.  He moved that the matter be placed on the table and the roll was called and 
resulted as follows: 
YEAS:  Councillors Cheung and Toomey    - 2 
NAYS:  Vice Mayor Benzan, Councillors Carlone, Kelley, Mazen, McGovern and Mayor 
   Maher         - 6 
ABSENT: None        - 0 
PRESENT: Councillor Simmons      - 1 
and the motion to place on the table- 
 Failed. 
 
 Councillor Toomey moved adoption of the order, which reads as follows: 
(HERE COPY ORDER FOR CALENDAR # 1) 
 On this question the roll was called and resulted as follows: 
YEAS:  Vice Mayor Benzan, Councillors Carlone, Cheung, Kelley, Mazen, McGovern,  
  Simmons and Mayor Maher     - 8 
NAYS:  Councillor Toomey      - 1 
ABSENT: None        - 0 
and the order was - 
 Adopted.   
 
# 2 Here insert Calendar Item # 2 read Mayor Maher.  Councillor Cheung moved that the 
item be placed on the table and on the motion the roll was called and resulted as follows: 
YEAS:  Vice Mayor Benzan, Councillors Carlone, Cheung, Kelley, Mazen, McGovern,  
  Simmons, Toomey and Mayor Maher    - 9 
NAYS:  None        - 0 
ABSENT: None        - 0 
and the matter was - 
 Placed on the table. 
 
#3 No action having been taken on Calendar # 3 - the item was - 
 Placed on file under Rule 19 of the City Council Rules 
 
#4- 7 No action taken. 
 

APPLICATIONS AND PETITIONS 
  

# 1 Order adopted in the affirmative vote of nine members 
# 2 Order adopted in the affirmative vote of nine members 
# 3 Referred to the Ordinance Committee and Planning Board for hearing and report. 
# 4 Charter Right exercised by Vice Mayor Benzan 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
 

#1-18 Placed on file 
 

CONSENT RESOLUTIONS 
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Councillor Simmons moved adoption of the resolutions and upon adoption that they be made 
unanimously sponsored. 
 
#1-6 Resolutions adopted on the affirmative vote of nine members 
#8-12 Resolutions adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members 

 
NON-CONSENT RESOLUTIONS 

 
# 7 Here insert Resolution # 7 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Simmons moved to amend 
the resolution to add the words "beloved by many and a good neighbor" in the tenth paragraph. 
The resolution was - 
 Adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members and made unanimously sponsored. 

 
CONSENT POLICY ORDERS 

 
# 2 Order adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members. 
# 3 Order adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members. 
# 4   Here insert original Policy Order # 4 which was adopted.  Councillor Kelley moved for 
suspension of the rules in order to amend the aforementioned order.  The question now came on 
suspension of the rules - and on a voice vote the rules were - 
 Suspended. 
 Councillor Kelley now moved to amend the order by adding at the end thereof a new 
paragraph which reads as follows: 
 
ORDERED: That in order to provide equitable access to solar energy to tenants and residents 

who do not have suitable roofs, the City Manager be and hereby is requested to 
investigate and report back to the City Council in a timely manner on the 
feasibility of issuing an RFP for Community Shared Solar facilities to be 
constructed on three suitable City owned roofs prior to the expiration of the 30% 
 Federal Investment Tax Credit at the end of 2016. 

 The question now came on the amendment - and on a voice vote the amendment - 
 Carried. 
 The question now came on adoption of the order as amended which reads as follows: 
(HERE INSERT AMENDED ORDE # 4) 
 The order was - 
 Adopted as amended by the affirmative vote of nine members.  
# 5 Order adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members. Councillor Simmons moved 
suspension of the rules in order to comment on Policy Order # 5.  The question now came on 
suspension of the rules - and on a voice vote the rules were - 
 Suspended.   
 Councillor Simmons stated that there have been instances where people have rented 
housing and the landlord is not a good landlord.  The City needs a way to navigate around these 
types of landlords.  She does not want to cast a shadow over good landlords.  There are landlords 
that prey on tenants, particularly Section 8 tenants.  Some have despicable practices toward their 
tenants and drive the tenants. The City needs to be able to identify these tenants to protect tenants 
from bad behaving landlords.   
#6 Order adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members. 
#7 Order adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members 
#10 Order adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members. 
#11 Order adopted by the affirmative vote of nine members. 
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NON-CONSENT POLICY ORDERS 

 
# 1 Here insert Original Policy Order # 1 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Mazen stated 
that this is a big company and in supporting this company he wanted to look into the options. He 
stated that if we support a particular company that it goes out to bid and other types of ailments 
that could be added in are.  Councillor Mazen moved to amend the aforementioned order by 
adding in the first ORDERED paragraph after the word "test" the words 'including research of 
similar companies."  
 
The question now came on adoption of the order as amended which reads as follows: 
(HERE INSERT AMENDED ORDER # 1) 
The order was - 
 Adopted as amended on the affirmative vote of nine members. 

 
POLICY ORDER # 8 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS FROM CITY OFFICIALS 
 

# 8 Here insert Policy Order # 8 read by Mayor Maher.  Mayor Maher 
moved for suspension of the rules to dispense with the regular order of business to bring forward 
Communication and Reports from City Officers, the same being a communication received from 
Donna P. Lopez, City Clerk, transmitting an Open Meeting Law Complaint filed by Kim 
Courtney and Xavier Dietrich, 955 Massachusetts Avenue #259, Cambridge, regarding the 
Minutes of the City Council meeting of August 10, 2015, together with Policy Order # 8 with the 
intention of amended Policy Order # 8. 
 The question now came on suspension of the rules - and on a voice vote the rules - 
were - 
 Suspended. 
 Mayor Maher now moved to amend Policy Order # 8, which reads as follows: 
(HERE INSERT AMENDED POLICY ORDER # 8) 
 The question now came on the amendment - on a voice vote the amendment - 
 Carried. 
 The question now came on adoption of the order as amended and on a voice vote of six 
members the order was - 
 Adopted as amended. 
 
 Mayor Maher moved that the Communications and Reports from City Officers # 1 be 
placed on file and on a voice vote the item was - 
 Placed on file. 
 
# 9 Here insert Policy Order # 9 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Mazen stated that he has 
received communications about this, about the humanness of public housing.  He asked if it was 
appropriate to include in the conversation feedback.  Councillor Kelley stated that the issue of 
security is very broad and it is appropriate to include this in the conversation.   
 
Councillor McGovern spoke about residents in housing being assaulted from people coming into 
the housing facility from off of the street.  He stated that tenants at the Manning man the security 
desk.  A serious conversation is needed about security in housing developments.  Councillor 
Kelley added that this is not just about security; it is also about safety. 
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Councillor Simmons commented that the City Council and the CHA have to get better at having 
conversations together; there needs to be a better relationship.  She is looking for ways to work 
more collaboratively and efficiently to get things done.  She supports the order. 

 
Councillor Carlone stated that this is the reason he raised the design issue of the plaza at the 
Manning because it does not provide any distance from the street edge.  The driveway is also an 
issue. 
 
Mayor Maher stated that tenants feel vulnerable in their own home.  This discussion is timely.  
The City needs to be able to respond to senior concerns in a better way. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

# 1 Here insert Committee Report # 1 read by Mayor Maher. Councillor Kelley stated that 
the report completely missed the issue of electric vehicles.   
 The report was  
 Accepted and placed on file on motion of Councillor Carlone. 
 
# 2 Here insert Committee Report # 2 read by Mayor Maher.  
 The report was  
 Accepted and placed on file on motion of Councillor Cheung. 
 
# 3 Here insert Committee Report # 3 read by Mayor Maher.  Councillor Mazen moved that 
the matter be placed on the table - and on a voice vote of six members the item was - 
 Placed on the table. 

 
LATE RESOLUTIONS 

 
#13-15 Resolutions were adopted and made unanimously sponsored on a voice vote of six 
members. 
 

LATE POLICY ORDER 
 

Mayor Maher moved suspension of the rules in order to introduce late policy order and the roll 
was called and resulted as follows: 
YEAS:  Councillors Carlone, Mazen, McGovern, Toomey and Mayor Maher - 5 
NAYS:  Councillor Kelley       - 1 
ABSENT: Vice Mayor Benzan, Councillors Cheung and Simmons   - 3 
and suspension of the rules - 
 Failed.  

ADJOURNMENT 
 

On motion of Councillor Toomey the meeting adjourned at 7:25 PM. 
 
A list of documents and other exhibits used at the meeting: 
 
 City Manager’s Agenda 
 City Council Agenda 
 CD of meeting 


