
City of Cambridge Recycling Advisory Committee  
May 14, 2009 - Meeting Minutes Taken by Cornelia Herzfeld  

 
Members Present: Andrea Yonge, FCR/Casella; Rob Gogan, Harvard University; Ryan Gray, MIT; Laura 
Nichols, Cambridge Consumers Council, Judy Nathans, Cambridge resident; Cornelia Herzfeld, Cambridge 
resident 
 
Guests Present: Randi Mail, Recycling Director; Corey Pilz, Cambridge Consumers Council 
 
Market Report 
Andrea reported that prices for newspaper and cardboard rose in May and that the installation of single stream 
recycling sorting technology was complete at the Charlestown recycling facility.  Randi and Andrea will confirm 
details on a tour.   
 
The curbside collection contract for recycling expires July 2010.  DPW will work on the bid documents over the 
summer and will include options for single stream recycling and yard waste + food waste collection.  This will 
allow the City to explore its options within the context of the City’s financial and environmental goals.   
 
Update on Multi-family Buildings 
Randi reported on the project to distribute toters to the 680+ residential buildings with 6-12 units. 60% now 
have toters.  31 buildings had refused them for either space issues or because each resident handles their own 
recycling and trash.  Meryl continues to monitor the recycling at groups of buildings each route day to assign a 
grade based on the quantity of recycled materials (A= 20+ lbs/hh/week, B= 10-20 lbs/hh/week, C= >20 
lbs/hh/week).  She also follows up if there are quality issues related to contamination. Currently, 55% of the 
buildings have an A or B and are considered to have a comprehensive program, while 15% still need to be 
monitored and assigned a status for the first time.   
 
City Updates 
• Electronics.  The digital transition if now June 12 (www.dtv2009.gov). CRT Processing funded by Samsung 

Corporation held a second electronics collection event on May 30 in Somerville.  This event was open and 
free to residents from Cambridge, Somerville, Arlington, and Belmont.  Nearly 70,000 pounds of electronics 
were collected.  A few businesses did participate that preregister and paid ahead.  The first event was held 
February 28 and over 28,000 pounds were collected. 
 

• DPW website will be redone this summer.  The recycling and trash pages will be integrated with and 
information will be better organized and searchable.   
 

• May 13th was the annual senior picnic co-sponsored by the Mayor’s office and MIT.  The event was held at 
the skating rink in the Johnson Athletic Center.  This year’s theme was “Green for Life” and the organizers 
goal was to make this a zero waste event.  Overall, Randi estimated that 90% of all waste was composted 
or recycled.   
 

• Kudos to Rob Gogan, who was honored with an Environmental Merit Award by the New England EPA on 
Earth Day.  See http://www.epa.gov/ne/ra/ema/2009recipients.html#individual.   
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