DRAFT
City of Cambridge Recycling Advisory Committee
May 16, 2012 — Minutes Taken by Michael Arnott

Members Present: Michael Arnott, Luis Baigiorria, Jan Dillon, Debby Galef, Rob Gogan, Juliana Lyman, Judy

Nathans, Robert Winters, Jason Zogg

Members Absent: Bruce Comen, Liza Casella, Claire Davies, George Delegas, Jarrod Jones, Adam Mitchell, Laura
Nichols

Staff Present: Meryl Brott, John Fitzgerald, Randi Malil

Guests Present: Ted Live

Public Comment: None

Minutes were approved from the April meeting. No public comment.

Tonnage

Randi gave an update on curbside recycling & trash stats. Tons recycled increased in April 733 tons, up 5% from 700
tons in 2011. Tons disposed* decreased in April 1143 tons, down 7% from 1228 tons in 2011. *Tons disposed includes
trash from an estimated 32,103 households, public schools and city buildings. It does not include multi-family buildings
served by private haulers, businesses, or the universities.

City Updates

Randi is seeking volunteers to help at Riverfest 6/2 12-6pm, booth will be on the river across from Plympton St by the
StoryStream stage. Email rmail@cambridgema.gov if you can help.

Meryl and Debby began contacting property managers of 13+ C mulit-family buildings to distribute the new recycling
magnets to residents.

StoryStream Project for Open Studios (5/19, Porter Square Books 2-4pm) / Riverfest (6/2, StoryStream tent on
Memorial Dr by Plympton 12 noon-12:50pm) Come and participate!

“Back in the Day...” Timeless stories about reducing, reusing and recycling.

Cambridge Open Studios on May 19" from 2-4pm. StoryStream and Cambridge Recycling partner in a StoryTrade a
unique storytelling event to share stories about reducing waste, consuming less and choosing to reuse. An artist will
scribe during the stories. Our ancestors were natural recyclers. For centuries everybody knew how to make-do, keep
the wolf from the door, scrape by, and improvise. Folk lore is full of imaginative responses basic needs, waste and
greed. And there are countless stories that show how to live in elegant simplicity. Come hear folktales and share your
personal stories of creative, sustainable living.

The City's 2012 GoGreen Awards will be Tuesday, May 22 at 8:30am, refreshments served at 8am, at the MIT
Museum, 265 Mass Ave. The awards recognize efforts in energy, waste reduction, transportation, stormwater
management, and climate protection. After the event, attendees will be able to view the museum’s current exhibit
Rivers of Ice: Vanishing Glaciers of the Greater Himalaya. Recipients include: Christina Giacobbe of the Police
Commissioner’s Office for the City Employee Award; Mystic River Watershed Association for the community
organization; Karma Yoga Studio and Harvard Law School for waste reduction; TD Bank Central Square branch for
energy; CRB Consulting Engineers for transportation; Amgen for transportation and energy; Tsoi Kobus and
Associates for transportation and climate protection.

Amigos and King Community School invite parents and kids to a truly inspiring film, Bag It. What started as a
documentary about plastic bags evolved into a wholesale investigation into plastics and their effect on our waterways,
oceans, cities and even our own BODIES. Join the bag it movement and decide for yourself how plastic your life
should be. The showing is scheduled for Thursday June 7th from 6:30 to 8:30 at the King/Amigos School at 100
Putnam Ave. The organizers have invited Cambridge Recycling to speak briefly afterwords about recycling and
composting. Please email rmail@cambridgema.gov if you can help.

CRLS Lunchroom Composting Program
Randi and Meryl reported that lunchroom composting was launched at CRLS, bringing the total number of public
schools composting to 6.
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Awards

Rob Gogan received the Harvard University Green Carpet Special Achievement Award for 2012.

Randi Mail received the Cambridge Department of Public Works Commissioner’s Award for 2012.

Judy Nathans was presented the Community Partner Award from Public Works for her 20 year service as a recycling
volunteer and member of the Recycling Advisory Committee.

Discussion Topics

Chair/Co-chair

Adam Mitchell has requested to step down as RAC chair and Judy Nathans is resigning from the RAC as of June 13.
Debby Galef volunteered to become co-chair and Jason Zogg said that he might be interested in chair, but will know
more about his availability in June.

Recycling Website Analytics / Signups for Newsletter

DPW staff met with the IT Department to review which DPW pages to develop a mobile version of for display on
smartphones and other mobile devices. Top choices for the recycling pages, based on most commonly visited web
pages include: Get Rid of It Right, Household Hazardous Waste, Schedules and Routes, Recycling Center, Large
Items, and Curbside Collections. Randi also shared statistics from Google Analytics on most commonly viewed pages
across the entire City website and then specific to the recycling website, see this info at the end of this document.
following pages. Members then brainstormed about how to interpret this information.

Next meeting: 2 speakers —no subcommittees

Randi has invited 2 guests to the June meeting to give brief presentations on their work: David Leslie, from Food for
Eree and Kristen Von Hoffman, Sustainability Manager for the Cambridge Public Schools. Members agreed to make
other arrangements for the subcommittee meetings. Food For Free rescues fresh food—food that might otherwise go
to waste—and distributes it within the local emergency food system where it can reach those in need. The Cambridge
Public Schools are committed to initiating, developing, and implementing sustainable practices, with the overarching
goal of establishing a long-term, successful district sustainability protocol for the schools.

Sub-Committee Updates
Each committee, Zero Waste, Outreach and Business met briefly.

Announcements
Taste of Cambridge will be held on June 12th (rain date June 14) on Sidney Street and University Park Common in

Central Square from 5:30 to 8:30pm. Sample culinary delights from over 90 local restaurants, food purveyors, breweries
and wine distributors. The 2012 beneficiaries are programs providing prevention, education and/or treatment for alcohol
and substance abuse.

Upcoming Meetings: June 13 (Liza, minutes), Sept 12, Oct 10, Nov 14, Dec 12.
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