
       

      
 

September 12, 2017 

 

Cambridge Planning Board 

City Hall Annex 

Cambridge, MA 02139 

Attention:  Elizabeth Paden  

 

Subject: Mass + Main  

411 Mass Ave (Apollo Building) Update 

   

Dear Chairman Cohen and Members of the Board: 

 

On behalf of Watermark Central LLC, the owner of the above referenced project, I am submitting an 

updated overview for the design and construction of 411 Mass, otherwise known as the Apollo Building.  

 

At the time of Special Permit Approval for Mass + Main in January, 2017, our intent for the Apollo 

Building was to renovate the existing 3-story structure with 2-stories of residential over retail.  After 

exhaustive structural review, coordinating with the city infrastructure project in City Lot #6, consideration 

of proximity to the MBTA tunnel, and rerouting City Drain and Sewer lines, we determined that we could 

deliver a superior product by constructing a new and improved replication of the existing building.  Much 

of the historic nature of the existing building has been severely compromised over the years and the 

existing structural capacity did not allow for a useable ground floor layout.  In order to achieve the 

desired intent of an exciting destination with active retail storefronts while maintaining the scale and 

texture of the original design, it is critical that the ground floor structure simultaneously provides 

maximum flexibility with porous ground floor openings while maintaining the capacity to support brick 

façade above.  A new steel podium with modified foundations accomplishes this goal. 

 

On July 6, 2017, the Cambridge Historical Commission found that this building was not preferably 

preserved in context of the renovation plan.  Furthermore, Ownership has committed to work with the 

Historical Commission staff on the construction details of the reconstructed building.   

 

We look forward to meeting with the Board and sincerely thank you for your time and consideration of 

these projects.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mark Barer 

Senior Vice President of Development, Twining Properties 

On behalf of Watermark Central Venture LLC 

[t] TwiningProperties 
 

 One Broadway  
Cambridge, MA 02142 
(617) 340-2226  tel 
www.twiningproperties.com 

http://www.twiningproperties.com/
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PROPOSED DESIGN
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