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For more information:
City of Cambridge  
Department of Public Works  
147 Hampshire Street
Cambridge, MA 02139
617-349-4800
www.cambridgema.gov/theworks/tenyearplan

http://www.cambridgema.gov/theworks/tenyearplan


INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING & OPERATIONS

Set up annual meeting with the Planning 
Board to review infrastructure planning and 
operations.  Goal is to have a citywide 
discussion that supports and provides context 
for reviewing individual developments.

• Eversource Electric and Gas.
• City Utilities – Sewer, Drainage and Water.
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INFRASTRUCTURE  PRIORITIES
Our approach requires the effort of both the public and private sectors to achieve the regulatory,  
infrastructure, and water quality improvements to make Cambridge a clean and healthy community.

Reduce CSOs and SSOs, 
Pollutants  of Concern, and 

Total  Suspended Solids
(TSS) to  surface waters

Design and build to the  
2070 10-year and recover  
to the 2070 100-year storm  

climate projection

Use green infrastructure
solutions where possible

Comply with Stormwater  
Regulations to reduce  

erosion, nonpoint source  
pollution, and flooding

Implement Best Management  
Practices (BMPs)

Address at risk or high risk  
infrastructure in high priority  

areas through rehabilitation or  
replacement
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REGULATORY INFRASTRUCTURE WATER QUALITY
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PROGRAMS REGULATIONS & REQUIREMENTS
The City must ensure that the Infrastructure Plan meets or exceeds federal and state regulations,  
including:

Activities related to floodplain
areas:

• Federal Emergency  
Management Agency  
(FEMA) National Flood  
Insurance Program (NFIP)

• Wetlands Protection Act
• Zoning Flood Plane Overlay

Untreated discharges regulated
through the NPDES Program:
• Municipal Separate Storm  

Sewer System (MS4)
• Combined Sewer Overflow

(CSO)
• Total Maximum Daily Load  

(TMDL)

Infrastructure Improvements  
and Maintenance:
• MassDEP (inflow and  

infiltration)
• EPA
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SEWERS | COMBINED VS SEPARATED

Cambridge’s sewer system is approximately 55%  
separated, where sewage goes to the MWRA for  
treatment and the stormwater discharges directly to  
Alewife Brook or the Charles River.

The remaining system is combined sewer, where the  
sewer and stormwater share a common pipe and can  
be directed to the MWRA for treatment during dry and  
wet weather, and to the Alewife Brook or the Charles  
River during wet weather CSOs.

Combined

Separated

15



This map shows the areas of Cambridge’s sewer system that are separated and are not separated and  
the active city-owned outfall locations. The City is 55% separated and 45% not yet separated.

Drains to Charles  
River

Drains toAlewife  
Brook

Fresh  
Pond
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SEWERS | COMBINED VS SEPARATED



Alewife – Quad Area – Separated.  
Industrial Sewer Permits.

Drains to Charles  
River

Drains toAlewife  
Brook

Fresh  
Pond

SEWERS | ALEWIFE



Cambridge Community
Development Department

build-to
line 

accessible 
ramp

2070 100-year 
flood elevation

Anticipated 
Flooding

Fawcett Street, Alewife 
District

FLOODING | BUILD TO / GARAGES

Flood Break, 
Passive Protection



PRIORITIES WATER SUPPLY



PRIORITIES WATER SUPPLY
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