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48 PEARL STREET – SPECIAL PERMIT PROPOSAL 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

 

 

The owners at 48 Pearl Street propose to renovate the existing structure as follows: 

 

- Expand the existing connector between the main single-family row-house and 

garage towards Franklin street and increase its height to allow access to the 

basement, first floor, and garage from the connector structure. 

- Replace the existing head-house on the roof, which houses the access stair to the 

roof deck, with a new head-house in order to construct a safer access stair. No 

changes to the roof deck are proposed. The replacement head-house will be in a 

similar location as the existing, illustrated in the attached documents. 

 

These proposed changes are illustrated in the attached plans, elevations, and renderings. 

 

The property is located at the corner of Franklin and Pearl Street, both of which have a 

sidewalk of approximately 7’. The property is listed on the National Register and is a 

contributing building per section 20.303.3 of the zoning ordinance. The owners wish to 

keep the use of the structure as a single-family residence. 

 

The proposal meets the standards outlined in section 20.305 in the following ways: 

 

- Improving the physical environment by improving the safety and usability of the 

property. 

- Improving the visual environment by repairing rot and other disrepair, and 

providing aesthetically pleasing changes to portions of the existing building. 

- Maintaining the integrity and beauty of the existing building while updating it for 

safe and modern use. 

- By maintaining the general form and character of the existing building, the 

character of the National Register block of rowhouses is maintained. 

- Parking remains screened in the existing garage. 

 

The proposal meets the criteria set forth in section 10.40 by not causing any adverse 

effect on the surrounding neighborhood. The improved structure will promote the 

continued residential use of the existing structure in a safer and more useful manner, and 

necessary repairs to the exterior will improve the aesthetic character of the immediate 

neighborhood. 
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Advertisement & Outreach: 

 

A Zoom Community Meeting was scheduled for April 29, 2021 at 6:00pm and was 

publicly advertised for two weeks on the Cambridge CDD website. Notices were mailed 

to abutters from the city-generated abutter list in flyer form and hand-delivered to rented 

apartments in the immediate vicinity. Direct abutters on two sides were reached out to 

personally by the property owner (46 Pearl Street & 203 Franklin Street  - both expressed 

support for the project as described). 

 

Meeting: 

 

The community meeting occurred as scheduled on April 29, 2021 at 6:00pm. 

 

Attendance: 

 

By 6:00pm all attendees were present. The presenter waited an additional few minutes to 

allow others to join. Attendees listed below: 

 

- Jonathan Miller of Frank Shirley Architects (presenter) 

- Lauren Reznick of 48 Pearl Street (homeowner) 

- Eric Nielsen of 48 Pearl Street (homeowner) 

- Terri Viveiros of 203 Franklin Street (direct abutter) 

- Mike West of 203 Franklin Street (direct abutter) 

- Shelly Rieman of 199-201 Franklin Street (neighbor) 

 

Presentation: 

 

Jonathan Miller presented the proposal and fielded technical questions regarding the 

nature of the existing property and the proposed changes from the attendees. The 

information provided included: 

 

- Locus map locating the property 

- Images of the property as it exists today 

- Site plan of the existing conditions 

- Proposed changes on floor plans 

- Elevation renderings of the existing conditions and proposed changes 

- Images and comparative rendered views demonstrating visible changes from 

the street 
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Feedback: 

 

During the informational presentation, Terri Viveiros and Shelly Rieman asked several 

technical questions to better understand the nature of the proposal, which were answered 

satisfactorily. Additional questions were answered after the informational presentation, 

which are listed below with responses. 

 

Q (Terri Viveiros - TV): Was the property a single family or multi-family before the 

current owners purchased it? 

A (Homeowners - H): The home was previously a single family. 

 

Q (TV): Do you know if neighboring homes on the block have been divided into multiple 

units? 

A (H): Unknown, but properties are rented to tenants. 

 

TV voiced that she was happy the home will not be rented. 

 

Q (TV): Is the fence along the sidewalk between the main house and the garage 

remaining? 

A (H): A fence will remain in that location, potentially the same or a similar replacement. 

 

TV expressed support for the project as described. 

 

Shelly Rieman welcomed the homeowners to the neighborhood. 

 

No additional information was requested by the attendees. 

 

 

 

The meeting ended at 6:26 pm. 




