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in Cambridge



Monument: something set up to keep alive the 
memory of a person or event, [such] as a tablet, 
statue, pillar, building, etc.

Marker: a memorial tablet or gravestone

Webster’s New World Dictionary of the American Language



Key Events in Cambridge history (abridged):

1630 Founded as the capital of Massachusetts Bay Colony

1636 Chosen as the site of the Colony’s first institution of higher learning

1775 Muster point for American militias opposing the British during the Siege of Boston
George Washington takes command on Cambridge Common, founding the U.S. Army

1861 First militia company raised in defense of the Union

1876 U.S. Centennial

1976 U.S. Bicentennial



Initiatives to Commemorate Historic Events

I. The American Revolution and the Washington Elm Tradition (1847-1976)

II. Civil War, Spanish-American War, World Wars I and II, Korea, Vietnam (1865-)

III. The Centennial of the Revolution and American National Identity (1876-1930)

IV. The Bicentennial of the American Revolution (1976-1983)

V. People, Places, Events and Objects Over Time



I. The American Revolution and the Washington Elm Tradition (1847-2010)

Washington takes command of the American Army on Cambridge Common, July 4, 1775

Ballou’s Pictorial,
July 7, 1855



Gleason’s Pictorial
Drawing Room Companion
July 16, 1853

The Washington Elm, at Cambridge, Massachusetts

The American Revolution and the Washington Elm Tradition (1847-2010)



The American Revolution and the Washington Elm Tradition (1847-2010)

Private citizen fences tree, 1847; City installs first tombstone marker, 1861



The American Revolution and the Washington Elm Tradition (1847-2010)

The Washington Elm was documented by countless
photographers, and wood from it was used to make many 
commemorative artifacts. This realistic book was made 
at the direction of the city council by Cambridgeport 
craftsman Henry A. Scranton for exhibit at the 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia in 1875.

Houghton Library, Harvard University, MS Am 2832



The American Revolution and the Washington Elm Tradition (1847-2010)

The Washington Elm, ca. 1895



The American Revolution and the Washington Elm Tradition (1847-2010)

Washington Elm Falls, October 26, 1923

Leslie Jones photo
Boston Public Library



The American Revolution and the Washington Elm Tradition (1847-2010)

Washington Elm Commemorated



The American Revolution and the Washington Elm Tradition (1847-2010)

City seal of Cambridge, designed by Harvard President Edward Everett in 1847, as modified in 1896



The American Revolution and the Washington Elm Tradition (1847-2010)

George Washington Memorial Gate
Erected by the Daughters of the Revolution, 1905



The American Revolution and the Washington Elm Tradition (1847-2010)

Memorial Flagstaff
Erected by the Daughters of the 

American Revolution, 1913



Commander Hotel, with replica of
Mount Vernon portico at entry  (1926)

The American Revolution and the Washington Elm Tradition (1847-2010)



The American Revolution and the Washington Elm Tradition (1847-2010)

Frank Boland’s Memorial to Washington, 1950; demolished, 2010



The American Revolution and the Washington Elm Tradition (1847-2010)

Cambridge Common monument area, with the Washington Elm, British cannon, 
Washington Memorial, and Prince Hall monument, as redesigned in 2010



The American Revolution and the Washington Elm Tradition (1847-2010)

Gen. Casimir Pulaski Monument, 1986 Gen. Thaddeus Kosciuszko Monument, 1975



The American Revolution and the Washington Elm Tradition (1847-2010)

Prince Hall Monument, 2010



Initiatives to Commemorate Historic Events:

The Civil War (1861-65)

Cambridge Civil War monument, Cyrus & Darius Cobb, sculptors
Erected on Cambridge Common, 1869-1870



The Civil War (1861-65)

Augustus St. Gauden’s Standing Lincoln (1887), added 1937 

Granite monument 55’ high surmounted by a statue of 
Lt. Samuel Chamberlain, bearing bronze plaques listing 
Cambridge’s 328 Civil War casualties. 



Initiatives to Commemorate Historic Events:

The Centennial and American National Identity (1876-1930)

Cambridge’s Revolutionary Memorial to its casualties on April 19, 1775
Erected in the Old Burying Ground, 1870



The Centennial and American National Identity (1876-1930)

Six granite tablets installed to commemorate the 250th anniversary of settlement, 1880

15 Inman Street

45 Dunster Street



The Centennial and American National Identity (1876-1930)

Ten additional granite tablets installed to commemorate the 50th anniversary of incorporation as a city, 1897 

62 J.F. Kennedy Street Harvard Square



The Centennial and American National Identity (1876-1930)

Corrected marker, installed on Cambridge Common in 1976



The Centennial and American National Identity (1876-1930)

Location Date Commemoration Notes

Cambridge Common 1861 Washington Elm Originally at Garden and Mason Streets

Mass. Ave. near Rindge Ave. 1880 Casualties of British troops, April 19, 1775

Dunster Street at Mt. Auburn 1880 First Meetinghouse Lost, 1929; recovered and reinstalled, 2013

Holyoke Street near Mass. Ave. 1880 First Schoolhouse Replaced by sidewalk tablet ca. 1960

Inman Street near Bp. Allen 1880 General Putnam’s Headquarters

Dunster Street at South Street 1880 House of Thomas Dudley

Fourth Street near Otis 1880 Site of Fort Putnam

Plympton Street 1897 Apthorp House

Cambridge Common 1897 Cannon from Ft. Ticonderoga Replaced 1976 with correct information

0 Garden Street 1897 Christ Church

Harvard Square 1897 Fourth Meetinghouse

Mass. Ave. near Littauer Hall 1897 HQ of Gen. Ward and birthplace of O.W. Holmes

JFK Street near South Street 1897 John Hicks house

Second Street at Otis Street 1897 Landing of British troops, April 18, 1775

Mass. Ave. near Littauer Hall 1897 Muster point for Battle of Bunker Hill

33 Elmwood Avenue 1897 Oliver-Gerry-Lowell house

Putnam Ave. at Green St 1897 Revolutionary Fort

Cambridge Common 1976 Cannon from Fort Independence Replaced inaccurate 1897 tablet

Commemorative Tablets and Index Stones Installed by the City, 1861-1897



The Centennial and American National Identity (1876-1930)

John Bridge (1578-1665) settled in Cambridge in 1632 and was a
Selectman, Deacon, and Representative to the General Court

Gift of Samuel Bridge (1809-93), 6th-generation descendant, 
who also commissioned the John Harvard statue in Harvard Yard

John Bridge
Thomas and Samuel Gould, sculptors, 1882



The Centennial and American National Identity (1876-1930)

Charles Sumner
Anne Whitney, sculptor, 1900

Charles Sumner (1811-1874), anti-slavery leader 
and U.S. Senator (1851-1874)

Presented to the city by Prof. Edward Cummings 
on behalf of anonymous donors



The Centennial and American National Identity (1876-1930)

Longfellow Memorial
Daniel Chester French, sculptor, and Henry Bacon, architect, 1912

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882), poet 
and author. The relief depicts poetic characters 
Myles Standish, Sandalphon, the Village Blacksmith, 
the Spanish Student, Evangeline, and Hiawatha

Commissioned by the Longfellow Memorial 
Association, which had transferred 
Longfellow Park to the city in 1910



The Centennial and American National Identity (1876-1930)

Four markers installed in 1930, now maintained by MassDOT



World War I (1917-1918)

The Supreme Sacrifice
Karl Skoog, sculptor

Erected in Cambridge Cemetery, 1922



The Spanish-American War (1898)

The Hiker, Arsenal Square
Theo Alice Ruggles Kitson, sculptor

Commemorates veterans of the 
Spanish-American War (1898-1902)

Erected 1948



World War II (1941-1945), Korea (1950-1953), Vietnam (1965-1973)

War Memorial Recreation Center
Richard Shaw and Anderson & Beckwith, architects, 1952



World War II (1941-1945), Korea (1950-1953), Vietnam (1965-1973)



World War II (1941-1945), Korea (1950-1953), Vietnam (1965-1973)



World War II (1941-1945), Korea (1950-1953), Vietnam (1965-1973)



World War II (1941-1945), Korea (1950-1953), Vietnam (1965-1973)

Dedication of Tubman Marker, Nov. 28, 1948



World War II (1941-1945), Korea (1950-1953), Vietnam (1965-1973)

Norman M. Tubman Marker,
River and Pleasant Streets

Sgt. Thomas J. Williams Marker
Mass. Ave. at Harvard Street



Miscellaneous Municipal Markers

Councillor Michael A. Sullivan Marker, 
Massachusetts Avenue at Putnam Avenue, 1949



The Bicentennial of the American Revolution (1975-1983)

Dawes Island, Massachusetts Avenue at Garden Street



The Bicentennial of the American Revolution (1975-1983)

Commemoration of William Dawes’s Ride, April 19-20, 1775



The Bicentennial of the American Revolution (1975-1983)

Harvard Square History Station: eight panels installed 1976 and 1990

History Stations



The Bicentennial of the American Revolution (1975-1983)

Harvard Square History Station: eight panels installed 1976 and 1990



The Bicentennial of the American Revolution (1975-1983)

Winthrop Square History Station: two panels installed ca.1990



The Bicentennial of the American Revolution (1975-1983)

Location Subject Matter Neighborhood

35 Pearl St. (Central Square library) Central Square/Cambridgeport Cambridgeport

208 Cambridge St. (Registry of Deeds) East Cambridge East Cambridge

Dawes Island (Mass. Ave. and Garden St.) Harvard Square/Old Cambridge Old Cambridge

1853 Massachusetts Ave. (MBTA plaza) Porter Square/North Cambridge North Cambridge

Sacramento Field Sacramento Field, Agassiz Neighborhood Mid Cambridge

Winthrop Square (adjacent to 100 Mt. Auburn St.) Founding of Newtowne, 1630 Old Cambridge

Fort Washington Fort Washington/Revolutionary War Cambridgeport

Cambridge History Stations



The Bicentennial of the American Revolution (1975-1983)

Blue Markers

Approximately 100 markers fabricated; not all are currently installed



The Bicentennial of the American Revolution (1975-1983)

Cato Stedman and Neptune Frost
Old Burying Ground, Harvard Square

Blue Markers

Louis and Elizabeth Cabot Cary Agassiz
Quincy Street, corner of Broadway



The Bicentennial of the American Revolution (1975-1983)

Blue Markers in East Cambridge

Marker Location Marker Title Neighborhood

155 Gore St J. P. Squire Company East Cambridge

96 Thorndike St James D. Green House East Cambridge

25 Third St Lechmere Point Corporation Houses East Cambridge

221 O'Brien Hwy Meigs' Experimental Railway East Cambridge

90 Third St Middlesex County Courthouse East Cambridge

165 O'Brien Hwy New England Glass Company East Cambridge

99 Third St Oldest Church in East Cambridge East Cambridge

83 Third St Quality Row East Cambridge

208 Cambridge St Registry of Deeds East Cambridge

277 Cambridge St Saint John's Literary Institute East Cambridge

67 Spring St Thomas Graves House East Cambridge

See list on web page for marker text



The Bicentennial of the American Revolution (1975-1983)

Blue Markers in Cambridgeport
Marker Location Marker Title Neighborhood

750 Massachusetts Ave Cambridge Athenaeum Cambridgeport

795 Massachusetts Ave Cambridge City Hall Cambridgeport

888 Memorial Dr Cambridge Women’s Center Cambridgeport

708 Main St Davenport Car Manufactory Cambridgeport

760 Massachusetts Ave First Business Telephone Cambridgeport

636 Massachusetts Ave First Cambridge Newspaper Cambridgeport

889 Memorial Dr Fort #1 Cambridgeport

254 Western Ave Harry Ellis Dickson Cambridgeport

22 Putnam Ave Hiram Sands House Cambridgeport

585-587 Putnam Ave Howard Industrial School Cambridgeport

109 Hampshire St James B. Barnes House Cambridgeport

410 Massachusetts Ave Kennedy Steam Bakery Cambridgeport

71 Cherry St Margaret Fuller House Cambridgeport

162 Broadway Mason & Hamlin Company Cambridgeport

101 Pearl St Soap Workers Cottages Cambridgeport

172-174 Auburn St Washington Allston Cambridgeport

21 Magazine St Washington Allston's Studio Cambridgeport

283-285 Broadway William Lloyd Garrison Cambridgeport

See list on web page for marker texts



The Bicentennial of the American Revolution (1975-1983)

Blue Markers in Mid Cambridge and North Cambridge

Marker Location Marker Title Neighborhood

449 Broadway Cambridge Public Library Mid-Cambridge

344 Harvard Street Frederick Hastings Rindge Mid-Cambridge

2 Hancock Pl Opposition House Mid-Cambridge

393 Broadway Revolutionary Earthworks Mid-Cambridge

7 Dana St Sarah Colburn House Mid-Cambridge

181-183 Sherman St Abraham Watson house North Cambridge

151 Rindge Ave Barry's Corner North Cambridge

1991 Massachusetts Ave Davenport Tavern North Cambridge

2067-2089 Massachusetts Ave Henderson Carriage Repository North Cambridge

146 Rindge Ave Kidder-Sargent House North Cambridge

1976 Massachusetts Ave Porter's Cattle Market Hotel North Cambridge

650 Concord Ave Tudor Ice Company North Cambridge

See list on web page for marker texts



The Bicentennial of the American Revolution (1975-1983)

Blue Markers in Old Cambridge
Marker Location Marker Title Neighborhood

17 Brown St Aaron Hill House Old Cambridge

165 Brattle St Bartlett House Old Cambridge

9-15 J. F. Kennedy St Blue Anchor Tavern Old Cambridge

42 Brattle St Brattle House Old Cambridge

70 Dunster St Captain John Bonner Old Cambridge

21 Linnaean St Cooper-Frost-Austin House Old Cambridge

54 Brattle St Dexter Pratt House Old Cambridge

104 Irving St e.e. cummings Old Cambridge

33 Elmwood Ave Elmwood Old Cambridge

250 Fresh Pond Pkwy First Business Telephone Old Cambridge

11 Garden St First Church, Congregational Old Cambridge

104 Mount Auburn St First Middlesex County Jail Old Cambridge

88 Garden St Harvard Botanic Gardens House Old Cambridge

Cambridge St near Littauer Hall Harvard Branch Railroad Old Cambridge

167 Brattle St Henry Van Brunt Old Cambridge

94 Brattle St Henry Vassal House Old Cambridge

159 Brattle St Hooper-Lee-Nichols House Old Cambridge

See list on web page for marker texts



The Bicentennial of the American Revolution (1975-1983)

Blue Markers in Old Cambridge
12 Hawthorne St Isaac Greenwood Old Cambridge

20 Quincy St James Family Old Cambridge

24-26 Dunster St Judge Samuel Danforth Old Cambridge

74 Sparks St Justin Winsor Old Cambridge

6 Appleton St Lois Lilley Howe Old Cambridge

36 Quincy St Louis and Elizabeth Agassiz Old Cambridge

Dunster St, near South St Manning's Wharf Old Cambridge

Winthrop Square Park Marketplace Old Cambridge

10 Arrow St Melusina Fay Peirce Old Cambridge

8 Willard St Munroe House Old Cambridge

Massachusetts Ave at Garden St Old Burial Ground Old Cambridge

1400 Massachusetts Ave Old Courthouse Old Cambridge

Massachusetts Ave at Garden St Old Milestone Old Cambridge

104 Winthrop St Old Stone Wall Old Cambridge

99 Brattle St Oliver Hastings House Old Cambridge

93 Mount Auburn St Professor John Winthrop Old Cambridge

Massachusetts Ave at Garden St Black Revolutionary Soldiers Old Cambridge

35 Brewster St Robert Frost Old Cambridge

See list on web page for marker texts



The Bicentennial of the American Revolution (1975-1983)

Blue Markers in Old Cambridge
175 Brattle St Ruggles-Fayerweather House Old Cambridge

1380 Massachusetts Ave Simon & Anne Bradstreet Old Cambridge

17 South St Stedman House Old Cambridge

90 Brattle St Stoughton House Old Cambridge

16 Ash St T.S. Eliot Old Cambridge

29 Buckingham St Thomas Wentworth Higginson Old Cambridge

Brattle Street (3 markers) Tory Row Old Cambridge

21 Kirkland St Treadwell-Sparks House Old Cambridge

7 Waterhouse St Waterhouse House Old Cambridge

145 Brattle St William Brewster Old Cambridge

37 Concord Ave William Dean Howells Old Cambridge

174 Brattle St William Eustis Russsell Old Cambridge

95 Irving St William James Old Cambridge

Ash St at Memorial Dr Windmill Hill Old Cambridge

8 Garden St Winslow Homer Old Cambridge

121 Brattle St Worcester House Old Cambridge

219 Brattle St Wyeth-Eliot House Old Cambridge

See list on web page for marker texts



The Bicentennial of the American Revolution (1975-1983)



People, Places, Events and Objects Over Time

Other city marker programs: African American Trail (CHC)
North Cambridge markers (CHC)
Street Corner Dedications (City Council)
Veterans’ Squares

Private Markers on City Property

Folk Art



People, Places, Events and Objects Over Time

African American Trail Markers(CHC)

Twenty markers for prominent African Americans installed in 1993
Ten more markers in preparation; deteriorated existing markers to be replaced



People, Places, Events and Objects Over Time

African American Trail Markers(CHC)

Marker Location Marker Title Neighborhood

85 Oxford St Maria L. Baldwin Mid-Cambridge

55 Essex St Charlotte Hawkins Brown Cambridgeport

1 Lilac Ct William Wells Brown Cambridgeport

2 Florence Pl Lewis and Milton Clarke Cambridgeport

20 Flagg St W.E.B. Du Bois Cambridgeport

49 Lincoln St John J. Fatal Cambridgeport

1430 Massachusetts Ave Richard T. Greener Old Cambridge

53 Clifton St Pauline Hopkins North Cambridge

17 Story St Harriet Jacobs Old Cambridge

44 Webster Ave Lunsford Lane Cambridgeport

226 Upland Rd William H. Lewis North Cambridge

137 Allston St Bishop George A. McGuire Cambridgeport

265 Prospect St Clement G. Morgan Mid-Cambridge

30 Parker St Emery T. Morris Old Cambridge

10 Pleasant St Patrick H. Raymond Cambridgeport

28 Union St Alberta V. Scott Cambridgeport

79 Norfolk St Joshua Bowen Smith Cambridgeport

117 Dudley St Rev. P. Thomas Stanford North Cambridge

40 Magee St Franklin H. Wright Cambridgeport



People, Places, Events and Objects Over Time

North Cambridge markers (CHC)

Fourteen markers installed in 2002 with the support of the North Cambridge Stabilization Committee



People, Places, Events and Objects Over Time

North Cambridge markers (CHC)

Marker Location Marker Title Neighborhood

364 Rindge Ave Brick Manufacturing North Cambridge

52 Walden St Cambridge Cattle Market North Cambridge

45 Matignon Ave Cambridge Poor Farm North Cambridge

3 Cameron Ave Camp Cameron North Cambridge

2067 Massachusetts Ave Carriage Making North Cambridge

20 Alewife Brook Pkwy Fish Weir North Cambridge

365 Rindge Ave Jerry's Pit North Cambridge

5 Davenport St Newtowne Club North Cambridge

1879 Massachusetts Ave Rand Estate North Cambridge

9 Cedar St Second Town Poorhouse North Cambridge

2369 Massachusetts Ave Streetcar Barns North Cambridge

25 Churchill Ave Tannery Brook North Cambridge

35 Cedar St Trotting Park North Cambridge

2170 Massachusetts Ave Watson's Corner North Cambridge

https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/historicalcommission/pdf/markers_NC_brickmanufacturing.pdf
https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/historicalcommission/pdf/markers_NC_cattlemarket.pdf
https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/historicalcommission/pdf/markers_NC_poorfarm.pdf
https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/historicalcommission/pdf/markers_NC_campcameron.pdf
https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/historicalcommission/pdf/markers_NC_carriagemaking.pdf
https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/historicalcommission/pdf/markers_NC_fishweir.pdf
https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/historicalcommission/pdf/markers_NC_jerryspit.pdf
https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/historicalcommission/pdf/markers_NC_newtowneclub.pdf
https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/historicalcommission/pdf/markers_NC_randestate.pdf
https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/historicalcommission/pdf/markers_NC_secondpoorhouse.pdf
https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/historicalcommission/pdf/markers_NC_streetcarbarns.pdf
https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/historicalcommission/pdf/markers_NC_tannerybrook.pdf
https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/historicalcommission/pdf/markers_NC_trottingpark.pdf
https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/historicalcommission/pdf/markers_NC_watsonscorner.pdf


People, Places, Events and Objects Over Time



People, Places, Events and Objects Over Time

Street Corner Dedications, 2000-2021

Approximately 520 signs and named benches throughout the city
installed by City Council Order; see list on web page



Non-Municipal Markers on City Property

Irish Famine Monument, Cambridge Common, 2007



Non-Municipal Markers on City Property

Harvard Square



Non-Municipal Markers on City Property

Quincy Square



Non-Municipal Markers on City Property

Harvard Square Kendall Square



Non-Municipal Markers on City Property

Car Talk Plaza (Brattle Square)



Folk Art

Henry F. Gilbert Marker, 16 Trowbridge Street, c. 1980



Appendices



Resources Available on the Project Website

Public Monuments in Cambridge



Resources Available on the Project Website

History Station Texts Available Soon



Resources Available on the Project Website

Blue Marker Texts (not all makers are currently installed)



Resources Available on the Project Website

African American Trail Marker Texts



Resources Available on the Project Website

North Cambridge Marker Texts



Resources Available on the Project Website

Street Corner Dedication Spreadsheet, 2000-2021



The End


