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SET

LOCATION PLAN & GENERAL INFO

ZONING CALCULATIONS ZONING CALCULATIONS ZONING CALCULATIONS ZONING CALCULATIONS 
RESIDENCE -ZONE B

LOT WIDTH:  44'-0" ****
LAND AREA:  4,718 SF        ****

EXISTING LIVING AREA:  2,830 SF
PROPOSED LIVING AREA: 2,861 SF

REQUIRED FAR: 0.50
EXISTING FAR: 0.55        ****
PROPOSED FAR: 0.61        ****

OPEN SPACE REQUIREMENT: 40%
EXISTING OSR: 28%        ****
PROPOSED OSR: 40%        

SETBACK      SETBACK      SETBACK      SETBACK      ALLOWED   ALLOWED   ALLOWED   ALLOWED   CURRENTCURRENTCURRENTCURRENT PROPOSEDPROPOSEDPROPOSEDPROPOSED
FRONT (NORTH) 15'-0" 6'-8"        **** 15'-1"
SIDE  (EAST) 7'-6"** 13'-7" 12'-6"         
SIDE  (WEST) 7'-6"** 5'-9" **** 6'-8"   ****
REAR (SOUTH) 27'-0" 35'-4" 32'-8"
HEIGHT 35'-0" 29'-8" 34'-10"

****        = nonnonnonnon----compliant conditioncompliant conditioncompliant conditioncompliant condition
** = sum of 20sum of 20sum of 20sum of 20

SITESITESITESITE

NARRATIVE:NARRATIVE:NARRATIVE:NARRATIVE:

204-206 FAYERWEATHER IS A TWO-FAMILY RESIDENCE BUILT IN 1927 WITH A CONCRETE BLOCK GARAGE BUILT 
IN THE 1950'S. THE STRUCTURE HAS BEEN STRIPPED TO THE STUDS AND SUBFLOOR BEFORE BEING PURCHASED BY 
THE EXISTING OWNER. THE FOUNDATION IS A COMBINATION OF STONE AND UNREINFORCED MASONRY THAT 
WOULD NEED TO BE REPLACED TO BE BROUGHT UP TO CODE AS WELL AS COMPROMISED WOOD 
STRUCTURE. THE OWNER REQUESTS DEMOLITION OF THE EXISTING STRUCTURE IN ORDER TO BUILD WITHIN THE 
PRESCRIBED SETBACKS FOR THE NON CONFORMING LOT WHICH WOULD ALLIEVIATE CROWDING OF THE 
NEIGHBOR, INCREASE OPEN SPACE ON THE SITE, AND ALLOW MORE SPACE FOR THE OWNER'S GROWING 
MULTIGENERATIONAL FAMILY.  A DEDICATED ENTRY TO THE LOWER LEVEL WILL PRESERVE IT AS A TWO-FAMILY 
INTO THE FUTURE.

SITESITESITESITE



212-214 Fayerweather 208-210 Fayerweather 204-206 Fayerweather (e) 200 Fayerweather 196-198 Fayerweather 192 Fayerweather

204-206 Fayerweather (p)

213-215 Fayerweather 211 Fayerweather 197 Fayerweather 193 Fayerweather 187 Fayerweather 183-185 Fayerweather

179-181 Fayerweather188-186 Fayerweather 180 Fayerweather 221 Fayerweather 219 Fayerweather

APPROX. GRADE 

AT BUILDING

APPROX. GRADE 

AT BUILDING

APPROX. GRADE 

AT BUILDING

-  Porches are covered and uncovered across 50% -100% of facades

179 to 221 Block of Fayerweather Street

-  Mix of 2 and 3 story structures of various heights and rooflines
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EXISTING SITE PLAN

1/8" = 1'-0"
1 EXISTING SITE PLAN Demo
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EXISTING PLAN & INTERIORS
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GRADE @ FRONT
-1' - 0"

EXISTING LEVEL 1
2' - 1 1/4"

EXISTING LEVEL 2
10' - 11 1/4"

EXISTING LEVEL 3
19' - 8"
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STREETSCAPE

PROPOSED STREETSCAPE

EXISTING STREETSCAPE

208 - 210 204 - 206 200

208 - 210 204 - 206 200

212 - 214 198-196

198-196212 - 214
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GRADE @ FRONT
-1' - 0"

EXISTING LEVEL 1
2' - 1 1/4"
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10' - 11 1/4"

EXISTING LEVEL 3
19' - 8"

EXISTING RIDGE
28' - 7 3/4"

LEVEL 1
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4' HIGH GATE TO SIDEYARD
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Katie Charner-Laird 
98 Alpine Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
 
March 10, 2021 
 
 
Dear Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeals, 
 
I am writing today in support of Keya and Tom Dannenbaum in their application before the Board. 
 
I have lived at 98 Alpine Street with my family for 15 years, across the street from Keya and Tom 
since they moved in almost four years ago. They have been kind and conscientious neighbors. What 
I’d like to share with you today is a neighborly collaboration we’ve had with them for close to a year 
now. 
 
We have had a Little Free Library in front of our house for 5 years– a little red house from which 
neighbors take and leave books for free. At the start of COVID, out of concerns of transmission, we 
shut down the book exchange. A few weeks later we saw a note left inside, from Keya. She had seen 
a news story of people around the country converting their Little Libraries into neighborhood help 
stations, and she wondered if we might be interested in collaborating with her and her four-year 
old son, Tej, to do the same with ours. 
 
What has transpired since has really blown us away. Our Little Library is now the “Alpine Street 
Pantry”. For a while Keya and her son Tej were the primary suppliers of dry goods and non-
perishables. We were honestly surprised (though perhaps should not have been) to see how 
regularly the pantry items would turn over; our immediate neighbors really needed this help. 
Before long, we were also so heartened to see that other neighbors (strangers, people we didn’t 
know) had caught on, and were helping to add supplies. Now, every day, foodstuffs are taken and 
foodstuffs are replaced. It’s a remarkable,  self-sustaining ecosystem of need-meets-generosity. 
 
I’m including with this letter a few photos Keya shared with me of her son preparing the pantry last 
summer and, several months later, continuing to do occasional restocking (in the photo, with his 
visiting grandmother). I am also including a note of thanks we received in the pantry late last year 
(along with a rough translation). I feel deeply moved each time I read it. 
 
Keya, Tom and their family are wonderful neighbors who are committed to service, kindness, 
generosity, and improving the lives of those closest to them. We hope they remain members of this 
community for a long time to come. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Katie Charner-Laird 



     
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
(Translation) 
 
Hello: 
 
You all don’t know who I am, which is to say that you don’t know me, but I want to give you 
thanks for the food that you have put in my house. 
 
This day, I didn’t have anything to eat. I went out for a walk to see what I could do to eat when I 
found your little house. I opened it and got pasta (“macaroni”) and sauce, apple sauce and black 
beans. 
 
Thank you! Thank you so much! I am diabetic and disabled. I suffer depression. Thank you for 
helping me know I am not alone. “That there will always be a light at the end of the tunnel.” 
 
(I know how to read English but not how to write it, forgive me!) 
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